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OCSO 
launches 
911 text 
feature
Authorities: Use 
new capability 
when voice call 
can’t be placed

When unable to place a 
traditional 911 call, people 
experiencing an emergency 
can now send a text message 
to Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
dispatchers.

In a Thursday press release, 

State agency to discuss 
state of groundwater
A public meeting is set to discuss 

fl owing artesian wells in the Grand 
View-Bruneau area.

The Idaho Department of Water 
Resources will staff the public meeting, 
set from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., next 
Wednesday at Rimrock Jr.-Sr. High 
School, State Hwy. 78, Bruneau.

The informational meeting will 
attempt to educate well owners and the 

general public about state requirements 
as well as changes that could come 
about if Senate Bill 1001 becomes 
law.

“The Department felt it necessary 
to amend existing law to remove 
obsolete provisions regarding a cost-

sharing program for the repair or 
plugging of fl owing artesian wells,” 
IDWR groundwater protection section 
manager Tom Neace told The Owyhee 
Avalanche in an email.

Grand View-Bruneau artesian wells subject of meeting

ITD will strive for better 
communication, safety

Marsing business owners aired their frustrations about the 
roadwork that has transformed Main Street during a public 
meeting.

Approximately 25 business owners and supporters met 
last Wednesday with Idaho Transportation Department Idaho 
highway 55/Snake River bridge project manager David 
Barrett and Cecilia Hockett from Boise-based public relations 
fi rm RBCI.

The meeting at Phipps-Watson Marsing American 
Legion Community Center comes in the midst of the 
major reconstruction project that has created some diffi cult 

Roadwork ruffl es Main Street merchants

Construction mangles Marsing traffi c
A line of vehicles begins to back up across the Snake River bridge at the temporary traffi c signal at the entrance into 

Marsing.

The Sandbar Restaurant 
With a Cause is closed until 
further notice, and organiz-
ers point to the ongoing road 
and bridge construction in 
Marsing.

According to a press re-
lease from the Marsing Se-
nior Center board of direc-
tors, the restaurant has been 
closed since March 6.

The press release states 
that the town’s de facto se-

nior citizen center — the op-
eration of which is overseen 
by the senior center board 
— was experiencing a “slow 
down in business” as a result 
of reduced access to the res-
taurant because of construc-
tion projects on Main Street 
(Idaho highway 55) and the 
Snake River bridge, which 
is scheduled for replacement 

Sandbar, senior services shutdown 
related to construction

–– See ITD, page 5A
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Inside
The Owyhee Avalanche’s 

annual look at agricultural 
issues, including the irrigation 
outlook and a rundown 
of what cooperative weed 
management areas do.
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 5-Star Care Facility
MMMAAAASSSSTTTEEERRRSSSS IIINNN TTTHHHEEE AARRTT OOF CARING

Recipient of the 
L. Jean Schoonover 

Excellence in 
Caring Award 

19 years in a row

• Short-Term Rehabilitation
• Long-Term Care
•  Physical, Occupational, 

and Speech Therapy
A&S Lumber 

& Supply
328 Hwy 95 in Homedale

337-5588

SPRAY & 
SPRAYERS

IN STOCK!
BUNDLE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!

RAILROAD TIES

SEE US FOR YOUR FENCING SUPPLIES!

Open 7:30 am - 6 pm 
Monday - Friday 

8 am - 5 pm Saturday

New Stock Arriving Weekly

FLOWER & 
GARDEN SEEDS
POTTING SOIL

G

WEED BURNERS
FOR SALE & RENT

GOPHER TRAPS

Public can attend 
craft sale, taste 
homemade chili

Tasty eats will be available 
both indoors and outdoors 
Saturday at the Owyhee 
County Historical Museum.

The Owyhee County 
Historical Society’s Spring 
Bazaar will run from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., inside McKeeth 
Hall at the museum, 17085 
Basey St., in Murphy.

The bazaar will feature 
local crafts, and pie and other 
food will be available for 
purchase.

On the walkway and lawn 
adjacent to McKeeth Hall, 
Murphy-Reynolds-Wilson 

Fire and EMS will present its 
ninth annual chili cookoff.

The public will be able to 
judge the chili and vote for 
the People’s Choice award.

There also will be fi rst-
place trophies awarded in fi ve 
categories.

The entry fee is $20 for the 
fi rst recipe and $10 for each 
additional entry.

Chili tasting is open to the 
public, and will begin at 11:45 
a.m. Suggested donations for 
tasting cups and spoons are 
$5 for adults and $4 for senior 
citizens. Children younger 
than 12 can sample the 
different chili entries for free.

For entry forms, rules or 
information, email info@
mrwfi re.org or call (208) 495-
2154.

OCHS spring bazaar, 
MRW Fire & Rescue 
chili cookoff slated

Murphy-Reynolds-Wilson Fire Capt. Louis Monson stirs his 
concoction during last year’s chili cookoff in Murphy.

Sheriff’s offi ce personnel 
get promotions, pay raises

Steps have been taken to give sheriff’s 
deputies the ability to produce electronic 
tickets rather than writing paper citations.

The Owyhee County Sheriff’s Offi ce has 
been awarded an Offi ce of Highway Safety 
(OHS) E-Ticketing Grant.

Electronic ticketing is reportedly a more 
effi cient way of generating citations in a patrol 
vehicle.

In a letter to the sheriff’s offi ce, dated Feb. 
27, OHS manager John Tomlinson wrote that 
the project is funded for up to $73,000, with 
a match amount of 25 percent of the project 
coming from the county in the form of a hard 
match.

The letter states that all equipment must be 
purchased before Sept. 30 and fi scal year 2019 
reimbursements must be submitted to OHS 
prior to Oct. 15.

At its March 18 meeting, the Board of 
Owyhee County Commissioners received 
an equipment bid of $12,731.85 from MH 
Technology Supply Corp., of Liberty Lake, 
Wash.

The bid covers 12 each of bar code readers, 
printers, cables, vehicle adaptors, and mounting 
materials, along with uncoated receipt paper.

The bid has not yet been accepted.

OCSO has staffi ng changes
The sheriff’s offi ce has seen some new hires 

and staff shuffl ing of late.
Stacie Woods accepted a promotion to 911 

dispatch coordinator, replacing the outgoing 
Christine Ballard. Woods receives a raise 
from $15.94 per hour to $20.08 per hour. Her 
change in position and new pay grade will go 
into effect on Monday.

Ballard has accepted a position with Verizon 
Communications.

Atanacio Montes has received a promotion 
to corporal, Marsing enforcement. His new 
compensation is $19.53 per hour and will start 
on Monday.

Inez Larrusea has been promoted to sheriff’s 
lead dispatch, and will make $16.74 per hour. 
Her new position and duties will start on 
Monday.

Cameron McCormack has been hired as a 
dispatcher, making $15.94 per hour, and will 
begin on Monday.

— TK

Sheriff’s deputies could start 
issuing electronic tickets

Wednesday morning in Owyhee County

That’s when the Owyhee Avalanche hits the news stands
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Cookoff  Team Entry Fee: 
$20 for first entry. $10 for each additional entry 

Chili Tasting open to the public at 11:45 AM 
$5 Donation Requested, Seniors $4, Under 12 Free 

 For entry forms, rules or information contact 
Info@mrwfire.org Or phone 208-495-2154

 Awards for 1stplace in each of  5 categories and the 
“Peoples Choice”  

This event is sponsored by: 
Young’s Riverfront Ranch, LP 

Wilson, Idaho 

Is it time for your dental spring cleaning?

Owyhee Family Dental Center
208-337-4383

Cleaning, 
Exam & 
X-Rays

(for uninsured patients, in absence of periodontal disease)

$79
Add Teeth Whitening 

for only $39!
Se Habla Español

www.owyheefamilydental.com

Rockville boy 
visits state capitol 

for signing

Cooper Mackenzie hung 
out with his state senator last 
week.

Cooper’s a fourth-grader 
at Rockville School, so he 
likely didn’t talk policy with 
Oregon Sen. Cliff Bentz 
(R-Ontario).

Actually, Bentz probably 
asked the Jordan Valley boy 
about his essay on showing a 
fair animal, which is part of the 
2019-20 Oregon Blue Book.

The 10-year-old son of Josh 
and Lexi Mackenzie was one 

of six essayists across Oregon 
who had their writing chosen 
for the annual publication. 
This year’s theme is fairs and 
festivals in Oregon.

Cooper, his parents, and his 
teacher, Sharon Green, traveled 
to Salem, Ore., to meet local 
legislators — Bentz and Rep. 
Lynn Findley (R-Vale).

There was also a ceremony 
and book signing inside the 
Galleria at the Oregon state 
capitol to recognize Cooper and 
his fellow published writers.

Cooper’s essay was about 
his first year of showing a 
4-H pig in last year’s Owyhee 
County Fair. The essay was 
a school assignment, and the 
Oregon Blue Book judges 

didn’t seem to mind that the 
fair Cooper was showcasing 
actually takes place in Idaho 
but attracts several border 
participants.

According to the Oregon 
Secretary of State website, 
the Oregon Blue Book is the 
state’s official almanac and 
fact book. Originally published 
in 1911, it has been updated 
and issued every other year for 
more than a century.

The 2019-20 edition was 
limited to a printing of only 
1,500 books available for 
purchase.  Books can be 
purchased by visiting the 
Secretary of State’s website 
at sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/
Pages/default.aspx. 

Fourth-grader’s writing gets a 
showcase in Oregon fact book

Rockville, Ore., resident Cooper Mackenzie (left) is all smiles as Oregon state Sen. Cliff Bentz 
(R-Ontario) writes a note. Bentz also accompanied Cooper onto the fl oor of the Senate at the 
state capitol in Salem. Photo by Sharon Green

Cooper Mackenzie (center) stands with his mother Lexi and 
father Josh in front of a large representation of the cover of the 
2019-20 Oregon Blue Book inside the Secretary of State’s offi ce 
in Salem. Cooper is one of six essayists from around the state to 
have his writing in this edition. Photo by Sharon Green

Owyhee County Fair 
in Homedale, Idaho

I like fair a lot. You can show different animals. 
I showed a pig. I loved it because I had a great 
time! My pig’s names were Molly and Joe. I had 
my pigs for almost a year. My pigs were like 
friends to me. It was really hard to sell Molly. I 
mean I did not like to feed them, but they were 
funny. At feeding time they ran around in circles. 
Showing my pig was awesome! I got third for 
juniors.

There are a lot of rides at the fair. On one you 
go down a slide really fast. The bungee jumping 
was popular. You could do back fl ips too. 

You see a lot of friends there. Some show 
animals and some do not. The food is so good. 
Some is not good for you, some is. Like the snow 
cones are not good for you, but they sure taste 
good on a hot summer day.

I love fair! 
Cooper Mackenzie 

Fourth Grade
Rockville School

Jordan Valley, Oregon
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Karen Bean
FNP

David Sjostrand
FNP

Daniel Allen, DO
Supervising Physician

Wilder & Parma

Kristine Kingery
PA-C

Same-Day Appointments 
Health & Wellness Exams 

Flu Shots

THE RIGHT CARE
AT THE RIGHT TIME

The Clinic
at Parma 
(208) 722-5147
307 Grove Street

Monday through Friday 8AM to 5 PM

The Clinic 
at Wilder 
(208) 482-7430
124 5th Street

Monday through Friday 8 AM to 5 PM

From page 1A
√ 911: Dispatch offi cial says text-to-911 
shouldn’t replace emergency voice calls
the sheriff’s offi ce said text-to-
911 capability was scheduled 
for 8 a.m., on Monday.

The release, which lists new 
county 911 coordinator Stacie 
Woods as a contact, stressed 
that the text-to-911 feature 
isn’t a replacement for making 
voice calls to 911.

The text feature should be 
used only when someone is 
unable to call 911.

Examples cited in the OCSO 
press release include:

• The hearing- or voice-
impaired 

• If someone is in a medical 
emergency and is incapable 
of speech

• Situations when speaking 
out loud would endanger the 
caller, such as a home invasion, 
a domestic violence incident, 
or an active shooter situation

• A caller is on the edge of a 
cellular service coverage area 
— a possibility in a county 
as vast as Owyhee County 
— where voice calls may not 
get out but a text message can.

D i s p a t c h e r s  c a n n o t 
automatically locate a person 
using text-to-911, so reporting 
parties must include location 
information in their concise 
message.

The service is available 
only on select cellphone 
providers: AT&T, T-Mobile, 
and Verizon.

As a way to remember the 
protocol, OCSO used this 
message: When in an emergency 
situation, all wireless callers 
should remember to “Call 911 

if you can; Text 911 if you 
can’t.”

Other things to keep in mind 
if you need to send a text-to-
911:

• Customers should use 
the texting option only when 
calling 911 is not an option.

• Using a phone to call 911 
is still the most effi cient way to 
reach emergency help.

• Texting is not always 
instantaneous, which is critical 
during a life-threatening 
emergency. It may take slightly 
longer to dispatch emergency 
services in a text-to-911 
situation because of the time 
involved: Someone must enter 
the text; the message must go 
over the network and the 911 
dispatcher must read the text 
and then text back.

• Providing detailed and 
exact location information 
and nature of the emergency 
in the first text message is 
imperative, since Owyhee 
County 911 will initially only 
receive the location of the 
cellphone tower closest to the 
call’s origin.

• Never use text abbreviations, 
emoticons or slang to ensure 
that the intent of the dialogue 
is as clear as possible.

• Customers must be in 
range of cell towers in Owyhee 
County. If customers are 
outside

or near the edge of the 
county, the message may not 
reach Owyhee County 911.

• Texts to 911 from areas 
where the service is not 

available will receive a “bounce 
back” message explaining that 
Text-to-911 is not available in 
that area, and urging the sender 
to make a voice 911 call.

• Texts sent to 911 have the 
same 160-character limit as 
other text messages.

• Wireless customers who 
use Usage Controls should 
remove this feature to ensure 
full text-to-911 capabilities.

• Wireless customers must 
have phones that are capable 
of sending text messages. 
The solution is available for 
customers who use the native 
SMS provided by wireless 
carriers. Customers should 
consult their over-the-top (OTT) 
messaging provider to determine 
if and how text-to-911 is provided 
by the on application.

• The texting function should 
only be used for emergency 
situations that require an 
immediate response from 
police, fire or emergency 
medical services. For non-
emergency situations, citizens 
should call (833) 337-4222.

• Out-of-Service cellphones 
will not be able to Text-to-911; 
there must be an active data 
plan for Text-to-911 to work.

• Do not joke around. If you 
text to 911, responders will be 
dispatched.

• Text-to-911 should only 
be used to communicate 
between emergency help and 
the texter. No pictures, video, 
other attachments, or other 
recipients can be appended to 
the message.

Marsing Idaho 55/bridge 
construction update

Work to rebuild Idaho highway 55 and replace the 
Snake River Bridge continues in Marsing.

According to the latest Idaho Transportation Department 
update, here’s what to expect this week:

• Excavation work will continue on Idaho 55 from 14th 
Street to 3rd Avenue West. Expect temporary access delays 
as crews work past homes and businesses.

• Curb and gutter work began Monday on the south side 
of Main Street from Riverfront Drive to 3rd Avenue West 
on Monday.

• ITD expects paving to begin late this week from 
Riverfront Drive to 3rd Avenue West. Once paving is 
complete, traffi c will switch to the south side of Idaho 55 
in early April.

• 2nd Avenue West (north and south) at Idaho 55 is closed 
until road construction is complete later this year. Watch 
for detour signs.

• Anticipate delays up to 15 minutes.
• Driveway access will be open, with brief delays.
• Work will occur during daytime hours.
For more information, call (208) 334-8874 or visit 

itdprojects.org/marsing55improvements. Also, text 
Marsing55 to 22828.

Jordan Valley student on 
Wyoming school’s honors list

Abel Cunningham of Jordan 
Valley has been named to the 
fall semester Honors List at 
Wyoming Catholic College.

Abel is the son of Ron and 
Nancy Cunningham.

Honors List students must  
earn a grade-point average 
between 3.50 and 3.69.

Wyoming Catholic College 
is a private liberal arts college 
in Lander, Wyo.
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√ Sandbar: Restaurant, services closed until further notice

√ ITD: Workers’ behavior questioned, too

Open House for 
Gene Clapier's 
90th Birthday

Saturday, March 30th 
from 2-4 p.m. 

Marsing 
American Legion-
Community Hall,
126 S 2nd Ave. W

Cake and Ice cream will be served
No gifts, but stories are welcomed.

challenges for downtown 
businesses — from reduced 
parking options to temporary 
road signs and detour 
directions that may be diffi cult 
to understand.

One representative reported 
that the retail company she 
works for has lost upwards 
of 50 percent of its sales as a 
result of the construction and 
traffi c congestion. She said 
she couldn’t give the exact 
numbers to refl ect this, but 
estimates the businesses sales 
have been halved.

“It’s tough, I know, working 
within the existing right-of-
way,” Barrett said. “You have 
to keep the road open, you have 
to keep traffi c moving through, 
and the contractor needs to get 
in there and build. He needs to 
do his own operation.

“I understand where you’re 
coming from. It’s a pain.”

Becky Wright from Logan’s 
Market attended the meeting, 
as well, and was dismayed by 
the distressing traffi c problems 
created by new travel patterns.

“Those really sharp turns 
(from Idaho 78/8th Avenue 
West and Main Street/Idaho 
55), your vehicles are going 
off the sides of the road and 
going into holes,” Wright said. 
“It’s really diffi cult to make 
those turns.”

She said the narrow lanes and 
sharp corners at that intersection 
are especially problematic for 
semi-trucks and other vehicles 
with trailers. She said the 
sudden drop-offs where the 
road has been excavated are 
especially diffi cult.

A popular consensus among 

the gathered business owners 
was that the wait time for the 
temporary traffi c lights near 
the bridge is too long. They 
contend that too many cars get 
backed up, and they believe 
shorter lights would help with 
fl ow, which could only help 
Main Street businesses.

“It took me 45 minutes to get 
from my house (in Marsing) 
to the bank and to work,” 
Wright said. “The traffi c was 
backed up from the bridge, all 
the way to the White House 
restaurant.”

Wright said one of her 
customers told her that traffi c 
was backed up into Canyon 
County from the bridge Lowell 
Road and Idaho 55 junction.

Others at the meeting asked 
Barrett if there was a way to 
detour semi-trucks because of 
safety concerns. Several have 
said that they have witnessed 
truckers speeding across the 
bridge into town, trying to 
catch the green light and avoid 
the wait.

Because the prospect of 
losing business and money as 
a result of the construction is 
very personal, many business 
owners were quite passionate 
in their testimonials.

Teresa George, of All 
About Nails at 111 Main St., 
addressed the meeting via 
speakerphone.

“I have a prime view through 
my window of what’s been 
going on the last month,” she 
said. “As a business owner, 
I am very disgusted at the 
treatment of the businesses.”

George said her biggest issue 
is a lack of communication 

between ITD and the 
businesses. She also said 
inadequate communication 
from road crews and confusing 
road signs are problems.

She also said a section 
of sidewalk in front of her 
business was removed without 
prior notifi cation.

“I have ladies as old as 98 
years old, with walkers and on 
oxygen,” she said. “How can 
they access that area, when I 
show up and fi nd I have no 
entrance to my business?

“You guys (construction 
offi cials), literally, affected 
my income and the health of 
my clients who tried to access 
my business.”

George also alleges that 
construction workers used 
profanity and disparaging 
remarks against her. This 
message was echoed by other 
business owners.

“I’ll be honest,” she said. 
“I took pictures and emailed 
them to my clients and told 
them if they get hurt, they 
should sue ITD,” she said.

Barrett said that he had met 
with others at ITD and dis-
cussed the incident when the 
section of sidewalk was re-
moved without advance no-
tice.

“I can only apologize for 
that,” he said. “We’ll defi nitely 
try to do a better job and give 
better advance warning if 
we’re going to be removing 
something right in front of 
your businesses.”

In a follow-up email from 
Barrett to Marsing businesses, 
he wrote that ITD will make a 
concerted effort to send weekly 

emails and place phone calls 
to businesses throughout the 
construction process.

In response to the need 
for bulletins as construction 
milestones are met: “We will 
send these emails as they are 
necessary,” Barrett said.

Regarding concerns about 
the speed of traffi c and 
illegal maneuvers by trucks 
in Marsing: “We have placed 
calls to the Idaho State Police 
and the Owyhee County 
Sheriff’s (Offi ce) requesting 
a larger presence in the area. 
Both agencies agreed to 
increase patrols,” Barrett said.

Concerning adding business 
access and business parking 

signage: “We are continuing to 
work toward fi nding locations 
for additional business access 
parking and signage,” Barrett 
said.

Barrett wrote in his email 
that Idaho 55 traffi c signals 
are set to allow 250 seconds 
of traffi c and the Old Bruneau 
Highway signal is set for 70 
seconds. ITD will continue to 
monitor the signal timing and 
traffi c fl ows.

 Hockett said that they will 
continue to communicate with 
businesses via email and if 
more meetings are warranted 
and requested, that decision 
will be addressed at that time.

— TK

beginning later this year.
Detour signs were in place 

letting motorists know how to 
get to Sandbar Avenue busi-
nesses, including the Sandbar 
and The Spot restaurants.

“The road construction 
proved to be too great a hur-
dle to overcome,” the media 
release states. “Road closures 
and detours are a challenge for 
even thriving business, but for 
a 501c(3) nonprofi t in a small, 
rural community, it was an in-
surmountable hardship.”

The Marsing Senior Citi-
zens board of directors con-
tinues to meet to explore all 
possibilities moving forward.

“It truly saddens us to have 
to make this decision,” the re-
lease reads. “We are left with 
no other feasible option at this 

time.”
The Sandbar’s closure also 

has ended local administra-
tion of meals assistance to 
nearly 20 people who rely on 
Meals on Wheels.

The Sandbar provided 3,740 
congregate meals and 3,465 
meals on wheel to senior, vet-
erans, and disabled citizens in 
the 2017-2018 fi scal year.

Other area senior centers, 
including those in Homedale 
and Melba, Caldwell Meals 
on Wheels, and Mom’s Meals, 
have agreed to adopt all 17 
of the Sandbar’s Meals on 
Wheels clients.

The Sandbar has had other 
setbacks during its two-plus 
years of existence. The restau-
rant was closed for six weeks 
in the summer of 2017 after a 

broken hose on a Coca-Cola 
dispenser caused fl ood dam-
age.

Recovery from that closure 
was a long and slow process, 
but the Sandbar continued 
providing services for area se-
niors, although the overhead 
costs of the programs was 
greater than compensation re-
ceived, the release contends.

“We are humbled by the 
generosity of this great com-
munity over the last two 
years and their donations of 
time, products, services, and 
money,” it reads. “We can’t 
express enough how grateful 
we are.”

Transportation services pro-
vided by Elderly Opportunity 
Agency, with the use of the 
Sandbar’s bus, ceased a few 

months ago because of a lack 
of funds, board member Betty 
Ackerman said.

In the years since the senior 
center was transformed from 
the small building on Main 
Street to the Sandbar offering 
meals to everyone in the com-
munity, the restaurant’s mis-
sion has been offering meals, 
connection and a helping 
hand to homebound seniors, 
and offering a meeting place 
for active ones.

— TK

Cathy Streibel, owner of the building that houses All About 
Nails, stands in the spot where a construction crew removed a 
section of sidewalk and placed cones to warn pedestrians. Those 
cones also restricted access to the salon. Submitted photo
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School menus

Senior menus

Death notices

Calendar listings submissions
Submit information on upcoming fundraisers, meetings, 

reunions or community events to The Owyhee Avalanche by noon 
Fridays for inclusion in the calendar. Drop off press releases at 
the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail them 
to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, ID 83628, fax them to (208) 337-
4867 or e-mail them to jon@owyheeavalanche.com.  For more 
information on submissions, call (208) 337-4681. 

THINK YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD IT? 
THINK AGAIN.

27 East Owyhee Ave.
Homedale 83628 

208-337-3252

Homedale Elementary
Veggie bar, fruit bar, and choice of milk and juice each day
March 27-28: Spring break
April 1: Breakfast: Cereal, peaches Lunch: Mini Corn dogs, 

Mixed vegetables 
April 2: Breakfast: Toast, sausage patty, pears Lunch: 

Nachos, baby carrots

Homedale Middle
Fruit & salad bar, choice of milk and juice each day

March 27-28: Spring break
April 1: Breakfast: Rolled taco or cereal, peaches Lunch: 

Chicken nuggets or mini corn dogs, steamed carrots, fruit 
choice

April 2: Breakfast: Chocolate chip muffi n or cereal, yogurt, 
pears Lunch: Cheeseburger or popcorn chicken, baked beans, 
goldfi sh crackers

Homedale High
Salad, fruit choice and choice of milk and juice each day

March 27-28: Spring break
April 1: Breakfast: Tornado or twin berry bites or cereal 

Lunch: Pepp. pizza ripper or PB&J sandwich
April 2: Breakfast: Croissant sandwich or cinnamon roll or 

cereal Lunch: Spicy chicken sandwich or cheesy chicken sub, 
French fries, cookie

Marsing
Elementary: Veggie bar, fruit bar, fruit juice and choice of 

milk each day. Middle/High School: Grab-n-go line: Monday 
& Wednesday: Cheeseburger, croissant sandwich
Tuesday & Thursday: Chicken sandwich, wrap

Every day: Pizza, salad w/breadstick
All main entrees served with fries, milk & fruit/veggie bar
March 27-28: Spring break
April 1: Breakfast: Banana bread slice, apple Lunch: 

Corndog, Steamed carrots rice krispie treat or PB&J
April 2: Breakfast: Cherry frudel, orange smiles Lunch: 

Chicken parmesan, green beans or PB&J

Bruneau/Grand View
All breakfasts and all meals: Milk and fruit offered daily 

Jr.-Sr. high school: Salad bar, pizza offered daily
March 27-28: Spring break
April 1: Breakfast: Apple frudel Lunch: Chicken nuggets, 

mashed potatoes & gravy, steamed broccoli, whole wheat roll
April 2: Breakfast: Biscuits & gravy Lunch: Mac Attack, 

tossed Romaine salad, baby carrots

Homedale Senior Center
Salad bar available with each meal:

Lettuce, tomato, boiled eggs, peaches, apricots, salad dressing
Milk available each day

March 27: Hot dog on bun, chili, tater tots, carrots
March 28: Pork roast, mashed potatoes w/gravy, broccoli, 

roll
April 2: Country fried steak, mashed potatoes/gravy, 

broccoli

Rimrock Senior Center
All meals are served with milk & fruit juice

March 28: Chicken A’La King, biscuits, peas & carrots, grape 
& apple salad, bar cookie

April 2: Meat loaf, baked potato w/gravy, Harvard beets, 
spinach, Mandarin oranges & cottage cheese, whole wheat roll, 
cook’s choice soup 

SANDRA INETH HINTON ,  84, of 
Homedale, died Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at a 
Boise hospital of natural causes. Arrangements: 
Flahiff Funeral Chapel, Homedale. (208) 337-
3252

CODY WYNN LARSEN, 53, of Jordan 
Valley, died Sunday, March 17, 2019 in 
Missoula, Mont. A celebration of life and 
potluck meal will be held from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., on Saturday, April 20, 2019 at the 
Jordan Valley Lions Hall, 902 Bassett St. (U.S. 
Highway 95).

The Sandbar Restaurant 
with a Cause may be closed 
for business, but its doors will 
open today for a planned prop-
erty tax reduction workshop.

Owyhee County Assessor’s 
Office personnel will be on 
hand between 1 p.m. and 4 
p.m., to help eligible property 
owners with Circuit Breaker 
tax reduction applications.

The Sandbar Restaurant with 
a Cause building is located at 
18 Sandbar Ave. With road 
construction, the direct route 
to the restaurant is closed, 
so motorists must follow de-
tours.

Bruneau residents can get 
Circuit Breaker help from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., on Thursday 
at the Bruneau Valley Library, 
32073 Ruth St.

Call the assessor’s offi ce at 
(208) 495-2817 for more infor-
mation about the workshops.

According to the Idaho State 
Tax Commission website, 
property owners eligible for 
Circuit Breaker could reduce 
their taxes from $150 to $1,320 
on their own or up to one acre 
of land.

To qualify, applicants must 
meet criteria:

• Owned and lived in a home 
or mobile home in Idaho as 
primary residence before April 
15, 2019. Some may qualify if 
they had lived in a care facility 
or nursing home. Contact the 
assessor’s offi ce for informa-
tion.

• Had an income of $30,450 
or less in 2018

• Met one or more of the 

following requirements as of 
Jan. 1, 2019:

• Age 65 or older
• Widow(er)
• Blind
• Fatherless or motherless 

child younger than 18
• Former prisoner of war/

hostage
• Veteran with a 10 percent 

or more service-connected dis-
ability or receiving a pension 
from Veterans Affairs (VA) 
for a non-service-connected 
disability

• Disabled as recognized 
by the Social Security Ad-
ministration, Railroad Retire-
ment Board, or Federal Civil 
Service. If not covered by the 
listed agencies, then disabled 
as recognized by a public em-
ployee retirement system.

Assessor’s offi ce continues 
Circuit Breaker assistance days
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Scott Jensen
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Monuments - Benches

Caskets
(Coppertone)

$79500
Standard size

Graveliners
(Required by cemeteries)

$39500
Standard size

Compare our prices when making arrangements.
You don’t need to spend thousands.
Proudly Made in America
Silver Diamond, LLC

208-454-2232
We can also provide the set-up for our caskets at

cemeteries where our graveliners have been approved.
$135.00 for local cemeteries within 20 miles from us.

Marsing

Gun Show

 
 

Spring is offi cially here! The 
grass is starting to green up, 
and cows are soon to be off 
the hay and on to green grass. 
As livestock 
go to grass, 
p r o d u c e r s 
should be 
on alert for 
grass tetany. 
Grass tetany 
is a meta-
bolic disease 
in cattle and 
other rumi-
nants, usually associated with 
grazing lush pastures. Low 
blood magnesium concentra-
tion is the most common cause 
of this disease.

Several factors usually come 
into play when grass tetany 
problems occur. These in-
clude:

1) low magnesium content 
of rapidly growing pastures

2) high potassium content of 
rapidly growing pastures

3) high protein content of 
spring pastures

4) storms or other stress that 
cause animals to go “off feed” 
for a short period of time

5) lactation losses of magne-
sium and calcium in the milk.

Cattle that are affected by 
grass tetany are often found 
only after they are dead. Typi-
cally there is evidence that they 
struggled with grass and dirt 
disturbed by the thrashing of 
their feet and head. Fluid can 
be collected from within the 
eye to help determine magne-
sium concentration at the time 
of death. Consult with your 
veterinarian on how to collect 
and have these samples pro-
cessed.

If conditions are present to 
make you suspect that a grass 
tetany problem might occur, 
the simplest course of action 

is to immediately make some 
good quality alfalfa hay avail-
able to the cattle. Do NOT 
move or stress the cattle if at 
all possible. Alfalfa contains 
plenty of magnesium and cal-
cium to prevent further grass 
tetany problems. If you should 
encounter a live animal suffer-
ing from grass tetany symp-
toms, IV therapy with solu-
tions of magnesium and cal-
cium should be administered 
post haste. Again, consult with 
your veterinarian for specifi c 
treatment recommendations.

Prevention of grass tetany is 
ideal. This can be accomplished 
by supplementing magnesium 
and calcium in the diet. Salt/
mineral mixes and blocks or 
molasses licks are the simplest 
and most common methods to 
supplement these important 
minerals. If using molasses 
supplements for this purpose, 
be sure that it contains a large 
percentage of beet molasses. 
Molasses supplements that are 
high in urea will actually in-
crease the risk of grass tetany. 

Supplements should pro-
vide a minimum of 1 ounce 
of magnesium oxide (or other 
magnesium equivalent) and 1 
ounce of dicalcium phosphate 
(or other calcium source) per 
animal per day. You’ve prob-
ably heard that an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of 
cure. This is especially true in 
the prevention of grass tetany 
problems!

— Scott Jensen is the Univer-
sity Idaho Owyhee County Ex-
tension educator. He welcomes 
questions on livestock care. 
The U of I Owyhee County Ex-
tension offi ce is located at 238 
8th Ave. W., in Marsing and can 
be reached at (208) 896-4104. 
Contact at scottj@uidaho.edu.

With spring comes risk 
of grass tetany in cattle

Today 
Senior bus to Mountain Home 
9:30 a.m., Rimrock Senior Center, 525 Main 
St., Grand View. (208) 834-2922 

Circuit Breaker property tax reduction 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Sandbar Restaurant with a Cause, 
18 Sandbar Ave., Marsing. (208) 495-2817

Thursday 
Fit and Fall exercise 
10:30 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Pinochle games 
After lunch, Rimrock Senior Center, 525 
Main St., Grand View. (208) 834-2922 

Circuit Breaker property tax reduction 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Bruneau Valley Library, 
32073 Ruth St., Bruneau. (208) 495-2817

STEMCraft at the library 
4 p.m., grade-school ages, Eastern Owyhee 
County Library, 520 Boise Ave., Grand View. 
(208) 834-2785 

Mennonite Youth Choir 
7 p.m., refreshments served, Rimrock Senior 
Center, 525 Main St., Grand View. 

Friday
3D printer class 
10 a.m. to noon, Eastern Owyhee County 
Library, 520 Boise Ave., Grand View. Grades 
5-12. (208) 834-2785

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Homedale Public Library, 125 W. 
Owyhee Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-4228, 
afternoons Monday through Saturday 

3D printer class 
Noon to 2 p.m., Eastern Owyhee County 
Library, 520 Boise Ave., Grand View. Adult 
class. (208) 834-2785 

Teens and Tweens program 
4 p.m., Homedale Public Library, 125 W. 
Owyhee Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-4228 
afternoons Monday through Saturday 

Saturday 
OCHS spring bazaar
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., McKeeth Hall, Owyhee 
County Historical Museum, 17085 Basey St., 
Murphy. (208) 495-2319

MRW Fire & EMS chili cookoff
All day, $20 fi rst entry, $10 each additional 
entry, 11:45 a.m., chili tasting (donations: 
$5 adults, $4 seniors, younger than 12 free), 
Owyhee County Historical Museum complex, 
17085 Basey St., Murphy. info@mrwfi re.org 
or call (208) 495-2154.

Free lunch 
Noon to 12:30 p.m., First Presbyterian 

Church, 320 N. 6th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
337-5419 

Pinochle and dominoes games 
1 p.m., Rimrock Senior Center, 525 Main St., 
Grand View. (208) 834-2922

Sunday 
Game night 
6 p.m., Lizard Butte Library, 111 S. 3rd Ave. 
W., Marsing. Youth 12 and older. (208) 896-
4690
 

Monday 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Let’s Talk About It book series 
12:30 p.m., lunch, 1 p.m., book discussion, 
Eastern Owyhee County Library, 520 Boise 
Ave., Grand View. (208) 834-2785

Adult book club 
7 p.m., Lizard Butte Library, 111 S. 3rd Ave. 
W., Marsing. (208) 896-4690 

Tuesday
Fit and Fall exercise 
10:30 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Pinochle games 
After lunch, Rimrock Senior Center, 525 
Main St., Grand View. (208) 834-2922

Homedale Music Booster meeting 
6 p.m., Homedale High School band room, 203 
E. Idaho Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-4613 

Wednesday 
All veterans coffee 
9 a.m., Phipps-Watson American Legion Hall and 
Community Center, 126 W. 2nd St. N., Marsing 

Thursday, April 4 
Fit and Fall exercise 
10:30 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Pinochle games 
After lunch, Rimrock Senior Center, 525 
Main St., Grand View. (208) 834-2922 

Rimrock Sr. Center board meeting 
1 p.m., Rimrock Senior Center, 525 Main St., 
Grand View. (208) 834-2922 

STEMCraft at the library 
4 p.m., grade-school ages, Eastern Owyhee 
County Library, 520 Boise Ave., Grand View. 
(208) 834-2785 

Owyhee County Fair Board meeting 
7 p.m., Owyhee County Fair office, 
fairgrounds, 420 W. Nevada Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-3888 or (208) 941-4522 
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FFA donkey 
hoops entertains 
Homedale crowd

Some rookie players provided laughs 
for the crowd during the March 18 donkey 
basketball game inside the Homedale High 
School gymnasium.

The Homedale FFA chapter presented 
the game, in which the red team beat the 
white team.

Fourteen players saw action, but the game 
was a 5-on-5 contest with four players on 
each side riding donkeys.

The rules are simple: 
The one player from each team not riding 

a donkey stands in the center circle, and they 
allowed to pass the ball to their teammates, 
help a teammate onto their donkey or pass 
the ball back into the court.

If a donkey rider drops the ball, they must 
get off their donkey and race to grab it.

— Information provided by Homedale 
FFA chapter reporter Brooke Pfost.

Gunner Campbell and Walter Miller rush to retrieve the ball and pass to one of their fellow players on a donkey. Submitted photos 

Jenna Rupp smiles as she tries to control her donkey during the game. She played for the victorious red team.

Homedale FFA benefi t packed with laughs
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PLENTY OF WORK AROUND HOMEDALE

Above: Homedale public works supervisor Bret Smith 
searches through the mud and muck for a broken water line 
March 19, in front of Subway on East Idaho Avenue. The 
broken pipe replacement necessitated turning water off down 
East Idaho, from North 1st Street East to North 4th Street East 
for more than three hours. Homedale High School offi cials 
released students at 10:30 a.m. as a result, and Subway was 
closed most of the day. Left: Water service along the business 
corridor was restored around 2 p.m., and Smith fl ushed lines.

BROKEN PIPE SHUTS DOWN 
HOMEDALE HIGH SCHOOL, BUSINESS

Succor Creek Construction owner Barney Harper (far right) pitched in last week when the second concrete slab was poured for the community center planned 
at the Owyhee County Fairgrounds

Above and left: Workers smooth out the concrete that will 
serve as the fl oor for the new community center.
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208.677.8000
safelinkinternet.com/paper

Get Great Internet
starting at 39
Experience internet with
unlimited data, no price hikes, and content filtering.
Just mention promo code “paper19”

for 6 month
/mo

Offer expires 3/31/2019 & represents a $10 discount on the Steaming Plan. Other plans are available, and eligible customers can save $10 
per month for six months on any residential plan. Free installation is also available with a 1-year agreement & autopay. Early termination fees 
may apply. Internet speeds available vary by market & towers. All plans require $9.95 monthly equipment rental that covers equipment an 
Wi-Fi router. Only available to new  residential customers. May not be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply, call 
Safelink Internet for details.

Assisted living care for a loved one…
peace of mind for their family.

 
401 N 8th Street

Parma Idaho  83660
208-722-5496

 
Melissa Truesdell

Residential Care Administrator
Georgia Nelson, RN

Resident Care Manager

— Information compiled from the 
National Weather Service, Bureau of 

Reclamation, Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service and Helena Chemical in 

Homedale

 Snow  Snow     Year-to-date Previous day’s temperature
             Equiv. Depth Precip. Max Min Avg
                     (measured in inches)   (measured in Fahrenheit)
Mud Flat
  03/19 7.7 23 10.7 50 34 41
  03/20 7.7 22 10.7 49 33 41
  03/21 7.5 20 10.8 49 37 41
  03/22 7.1 18 10.9 50 36 41
  03/23 6.6 18 10.9 43 33 37
  03/24 6.3 16 10.9 45 30 36
  03/25 5.9 16 10.8 n/a n/a n/a

Reynolds Creek
  03/19 9.1 25 11.5 49 32 41
  03/20 8.2 24 11.8 50 34 41
  03/21 7.8 23 11.6 49 39 43
  03/22 7.7 22 11.6 47 36 41
  03/23 7.1 20 11.9 43 32 37
  03/24 6.7 19 11.8 43 29 33
  03/25 6.4 18 11.7 n/a n/a n/a

South Mountain
  03/19 17.8 48 21.5 51 35 41
  03/20 17.7 46 21.6 50 34 41
  03/21 17.5 45 21.6 51 35 41
  03/22 17.4 44 21.6 45 34 37
  03/23 17.3 43 21.6 41 30 35
  03/24 17.4 44 21.8 42 29 33
  03/25 17.4 43 22.1 n/a n/a n/a

SNOTEL report, Owyhee County sensors
The Bureau of Reclamation 

website showed that the Owyhee 
Reservoir was 54 percent full 
and that water was fl owing in the 
Owyhee River above the reser-
voir at Rome, Ore., at a rate of 
3,733 cubic feet per second. Wa-
ter is fl owing out at Nyssa, Ore., 
at a rate of 40 cubic feet per sec-
ond. The reservoir held 384,825 
acre-feet of water on Monday.

Water report
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Courthouse report
A list of felony and misdemeanor dispositions recently 

completed at courtrooms in Murphy and Homedale. Infractions 
are not included:

March 19
Miriah Shanel Trejo, Marsing — Misdemeanor Fish and 

Game violation, hunt trap or fi sh without a license: $135 in fi nes, 
$167 in court costs

March 18
Gordon Mark Stimmel, Marsing — Misdemeanor controlled 

substance possession, misdemeanor drug paraphernalia: $560 in 
fi nes, $395 in court costs

March 13
Dewight James Young, Caldwell — Misdemeanor battery-

domestic violence (amended from felony battery-domestic 
violence infl icting traumatic injury), misdemeanor malicious 
injury to property: 180 days in jail (14 days served), $5,000 in 
fi nes, $337.50 in court costs. 

Two sex crime cases are 
among the recent felony 
workload for the Owyhee 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Offi ce.

The kidnapping case that 
emerged in December has also 
evolved into a case involving 
sexual abuse charges against 
defendant Chancey Lee Baker.

The 36-year-old Homedale 
resident faces eight counts 
of lewd conduct with a child 
younger than 16, and two 
counts of sex abuse of a 
children younger than 16.

Baker was arrested in late 
2018 along with Mikal James 

Christensen, 24, and Tressa 
Marie Sipes, 41, and accused 
of kidnapping a 35-year-old 
Homedale woman and keeping 
her captive.

Baker’s case is only the latest 
such sex abuse case third-term 
Prosecuting Attorney Douglas 
D. Emery has brought to the 
Third District Court.

• Paul Michael Gydas — 
The Missoula, Mont., resident 
was sentenced in February 
to up to five years in state 
prison after his conviction for 
felony video voyeurism and 
two counts of misdemeanor 
battery. The battery charge 

was amended from two counts 
of felony forcible sexual 
penetration with a foreign 
object.

According to court records 
and an Owyhee County 
Sheriff’s report, Gydas was 
accused of using a cellphone 
to take images of a woman 
in a bathroom of a home the 
victim shared with Gydas and 
his spouse. Gydas apparently 
carried out the crimes from 
January to March 2017.

He was also originally 
accused of sexually abusing the 
woman, but a plea deal reduced 
that charge to battery.

Mediation date 
set for accused 
hitchhiker killer

Nicholas Blake Vandenberg’s 
fi rst-degree murder case is set 
for mediation before Third 
District Sr. Judge Ronald J. 
Wilper at 9 a.m., on Tuesday, 
April 16 in Canyon County

Jury trial  set  for June 
before Third District Judge 
Christopher S. Nye

He’s charged with three 
felonies: fi rst-degree murder 
with an enhancement for 
using a deadly weapon and 
destruction of evidence.

A p l a n n e d  m e d i a t i o n 
con fe rence  fo r  a l l eged 
conspirator Montanna Rae 
Reed hasn’t been scheduled 
yet, but it will also take place 

before Wilper. She is charged 
with felony conspiracy to 
commit first-degree murder 
and a felony count of failing 
to report a death.

A trial date before Third 
District Judge Susan E. Wiebe is 
still on the docket for October.

Earlier this year a third 
defendant agreed to plead 
guilty to felony charges of 
accessory to first-degree 
murder, destruction of evidence 
and failure to report a death.

As part  of a mediated 
resolution, Willie Keith Rabey 
also consented to testify against 
his alleged co-conspirators at 
their jury trials. 

One sex abuse case prosecuted, 
one still on district court docket
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Benefi t concert comes through with fl ying colors
Under the Shadow of the Owyhees concert chair Janet McCornack, a Homedale resident, stands with Caldwell-based 

Danza Azteca Tonatiuh on March 17 at the Homedale Presbyterian Church. The fourth annual fundraiser generated $345 for 
The Rock of Homedale and 120 cans of food for the El-Ada Community Partnership Owyhee County food pantry, according 
to event publicist Ben Cardenas. Submitted photo

Farmers 
Market 
seeks 
youth 
volunteers

Volunteers are sought to 
help with the 2019 Homedale 
Farmers Market season.

O rg a n i z e r s  s u g g e s t 
students apply to help 
vendors or assist in the 
weekly children’s nutrition 
class, or just help spread the 
word about the market.

Market manager Denise 
Dixon will write a letter of 
recommendation at the end 
of the summer. Market staff 
will keep track of volunteer 
hours.

The volunteering can 
boost students’ college 
applications, too.

Anyone who wants to help 
out can obtain a volunteer 
a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  w w w.
homedalefarmersmarket.
com.

The weekly markets will 
be held from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m., each Thursday at Bette 
Uda City Park. The season 
begins June 6.

Owyhee will utilize 
Caldwell-based facility

The mental health center that is 
designed to help western Idaho counties 
such as Owyhee County will open in 
late April.

The Western Idaho Community 
Crisis Center’s grand opening will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

Monday, April 22, at the Cornerstone 
Building, 524 Cleveland Blvd., Suite 
160, Caldwell.

There will be a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at noon.

The center will be open for services 
on April 23, and will serve Owyhee, 
Canyon, Adams, Gem, Payette and 
Washington counties.

The Region 3 crisis center has been 
established by Southwest District 

Health in partnership with Lifeways, 
Inc.

The center will be open 24 hours 
a day to provide stabilization and 
behavioral health services, for periods 
fewer than 24 hours. The center will 
assist adults in need of crisis services 
for behavioral health struggles.

A press release from the crisis center 
said adults in crisis who are unable to 
access outpatient care will typically 

end up in an emergency room or county 
jail.

In an attempt to save costs, the crisis 
center will provide an alternative 
location for individuals to recover 
before being connected to community 
resources. Persons in crisis will not 
be charged for their care at the crisis 
center, the release said.

— TK

Mental crisis center grand opening set April 22

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement Resource Advisory 
Council that helps with deci-
sion in the Vale District will 
meet next week.

The Southeast Oregon RAC 
will convene Thursday and 
Friday, April 4-5, at the Vale 
District office, 100 Oregon 
St., in Vale.

The meeting will be held 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on April 

4 and from 8 a.m. to noon on 
April 5. It’s open to the public.

The agenda includes pre-
sentations and discussions 
regarding the Southeastern 
Oregon Resource Manage-
ment Plan Amendment Draft 
Environmental Impact State-
ment, Lakeview Resource 
Management Plan Amendment 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement, the proposed Cal-

ico/Grassy Mountain mining 
project, Virtue Flat OHV Area, 
and any other business that 
may reasonably come before 
the RAC. 

If no quorum is achieved, 
the advisors will meet as the 
SEORAC Public Lands Access 
Subcommittee, but no action 
will be taken.

A half-hour comment pe-
riod, during which the public 

may address the RAC, will 
begin at 11 a.m., on April 5.

For information about the 
Southeast Oregon RAC, contact 
Larisa Bogardus at lbogardus@
blm.gov or (541) 523-1407.

RACs provide advice and 
recommendations necessary 
for the BLM to consider re-
source and land management 
issues within the agency. The 
Southeast Oregon RAC is one 

of 38 committees in the West 
that serve as sounding boards 
for BLM initiatives, regulatory 
proposals and policy changes.

“RAC members provide 
valuable insight on issues and 
solutions for a wide variety of 
BLM resource management 
activities in Harney, Malheur 
and Lake Counties,” BLM 
Burns District Manager Jeff 
Rose said.

BLM Resource Advisory Council to convene in Vale

Homedale High School student Mellyssa 
Hernandez is organizing a blood drive.

Hernandez’s senior project take place from 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Tuesday, April 9 at the 
high school, 203 E. Idaho Ave.

Blood drive slated 
at HHS on April 9
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by Cheyenna McCurry
For The Owyhee Avalanche

Controversial legislation this ses-
sion has sparked confl icts in the Idaho 
Statehouse between legislators and the 
public. 

Among the proposals are Senate Bill 
1159, which would make it signifi-
cantly harder for voter initiatives and 
referendums to get on the ballot, and 
House Bill 277, which is a redraft of 
H 249 and would add “sideboards” to 
Medicaid eligibility. 

Last Wednesday morning, the State-
house halls were fi lled with protestors 
demanding legislators to kill S 1159 
and H 277 “to follow the will of the 
people.”

Joint panel develops S 1159
S 1159 would nearly double the num-

ber of required signatures to qualify a 
measure for the ballot and at the same 
time decrease the time allotted to col-
lect signatures from 18 months to six 
months.

After the Senate State Affairs Com-
mittee held two hearings for S 1159 
last week, members held the bill in 
committee and left it up to Chairwoman 
Patti Anne Lodge (R-Huston) to bring 
it back for another vote. 

Despite overwhelming opposition, 
after the last hearing Lodge expressed 
her plan to revisit the bill in committee 
the following week and take a vote in 
an attempt to advance it. 

Last Wednesday, the committee dis-
cussed S 1159 and eventually sent the 
bill to the 14th order where all Senators 
can propose possible amendments and 
debate them on the fl oor. 

“I think there’s an error in the bill 
that needs to be dealt with at some 
point, and maybe if it gets off our 
fl oor, the House can deal with it,” Sen. 
Chuck Winder (R-Boise) said during 
the meeting.

Amendments to S 1159 consisted of 
clarifying when the 180-day signature 
collection period would begin and that 
a petition sheet should only include 
signatures from one county and not one 
legislative district. 

On Friday after suspending the rules 
and debating, the Senate barely passed 
S 1159 with a 18-17 vote.

Sides argue bill’s intent
Since Sen. C. Scott Grow (R-Eagle) 

introduced S 1159 on March 5, op-
ponents have expressed concerns with 

what they called retaliation from the 
majority party in both houses. 

“Under the bill [S 1159] being cur-
rently proposed, there is no way Med-
icaid expansion would have made it on 
the ballot,” Luke Mayville, co-founder 
of Reclaim Idaho, said in a March 11 
press conference.

On March 20, in a press release titled 
“Setting the Record Straight on Initia-
tive Bill,” Senate Republicans respond-
ed to what they called “misinformation 
and false accusations” surrounding the 
drafting of the bill. 

“[S 1159] is the result of a House-
Senate working group made up of 
elected legislators who are concerned 
about the integrity, transparency and 
fairness of the initiative process,” the 
press release reads. 

President Pro Tempore Brent Hill (R-
Rexburg) told a Nampa newspaper that 
“it wasn’t a formal working group,” and 
he wasn’t a part of it. 

Lodge revealed in an interview that 
she participated in the joint group. 

“The legislation was from a committee 
of House and Senate people. I happened 
to have been on that committee, and we 
had several meetings,” Lodge said. “The 
intent of the meeting to begin with was, 
‘What are we going to do to protect the 
people of Idaho from being California?’ 
… ‘How are we going to keep people 
really informed?’ ” Lodge said.

Lodge said she only attended a few 
meetings, but knew about the group’s 
idea to increase number of legislative 
districts required on petition signatures 
from 18 to 32 in an effort to encourage 
inclusion of rural districts in the initia-
tive process. She said she believed it 
would “better the state of Idaho.” 

However, volunteers of Reclaim 
Idaho, a grassroots movement respon-
sible for Medicaid expansion’s spot on 
the ballot, say they collected signatures 
from all 44 counties and 35 legislative 
districts.

“If you wanted to ensure that rural 
interests were being heard, then why 
would you cut the time to collect sig-
natures? If anything, you would allow 
the petition gathers more time to reach 
small, rural towns,” Ketchum resident 
Todd Achilles said in S 1159 hearing 
testimony.

 “No representative of a payday 
lending business had a part in drafting 
[S 1159]” was also stated in the press 
release in response to a story published 
by Boise State Public Radio after the 
last hearing for S 1159 on March 15. 

The story confi rmed that Grow com-
municated with John Sheldon, a Mon-
eytree lobbyist and former president 
of Treasure Valley Racing, for advice 
on the initiative process. Sheldon had 

worked to collect signatures for the 
horse racing initiative. 

In a March 20 statement, Reclaim 
Idaho called out the Senate GOP’s 
“misleading” information, saying that 
“they are attempting to shine a positive 
light on this bill …” 

“The people of Idaho understand 
Senator Grow’s bill is an attack on 
our constitutional rights. Issuing such 
a false and misleading statement only 
confi rms that,” Mayville said in the 
press release.

Lodge went door-to-door to collect 
signatures for the horse racing proposi-
tion. She said proponents need only 2½ 
months to get enough signatures to put 
the initiative on the ballot.

Proponents say S 1159 
promotes transparency

“Everything’s hard work. Going 
door-to-door is tough, but I wouldn’t 
say it was working in the salt mines. 
I had fun just gathering the signatures 
for the horse racing initiative,” Lodge 
said in an interview. 

Supporters for S 1159 believe it will 
promote voter involvement and trans-
parency in the initiative and referendum 
process. 

In an unusually timed press release, 
the Idaho House Republican Caucus 
expressed support for S 1159 before the 
bill had a chance to pass the Senate.

“These new requirements would 
not hinder the referendum process; 
only create more concise standards 
for statewide ballot questions,” Rep. 
Jason Monks (R-Nampa) stated in the 
release. 

The press release came on March 
15, the same day Senate State Affairs 
Committee voted to hold the bill in 
committee. 

House State Affairs Committee 
Chairman Steven Harris (R-Meridian) 
says he plans on hearing S 1159 once 
it gets to the House. 

In frustration, Idaho Democratic 
legislators proposed draft legislation 
during a March 17 press conference 
that would create “sideboards” for 
Legislature. 

“The small group of legislators mak-
ing discussions without the consent of 
the rest of the Legislature has shown that 
they do not have the political courage 
that it takes to collaborate and come to 
a compromise,” Sen. Michelle Stennett 
(D-Boise) said at the press conference. 

Idaho Minority leaders say that the 
Legislature should “face the same 
hurdles” as what’s being proposed in S 
1159. The Democrats’ proposed legisla-
tion would prevent attempts to reverse 
initiatives for 180 days after they 
become law. It would also require co-

sponsors from 32 legislative districts 
and provide negative fi scal impacts 
in order to repeal a voter initiative or 
referendum. 

H 277 moves to Senate
H 277, introduced by Rep. John 

Vander Woude (R-Nampa), was report-
ed out of the House Health & Welfare 
Committee with no recommendation to 
pass. Committee members believed that 
allowing the bill to go to fl oor would 
give all Representatives an opportunity 
to debate and consider the bill.

H 277 was redrafted from the previ-
ous Medicaid “sideboards” bill H 249. 
Similar to the old bill, the new one 
still has the mandatory work program. 
However, the required hours per week 
were reduced from 40 to 20 work, train 
or volunteer hours per week. 

After a long fl oor debate, the House 
passed the bill, 45-25. Eight House 
Health & Welfare Committee members 
voted against the bill, enough what 
would have killed it in committee. 

“We are grateful we had the opportu-
nity to have such a robust debate on this 
important piece of legislation…” Major-
ity Caucus Chair, Dist. 23 Rep. Megan 
Blanksma (R-Hammett) said in a press 
release. “The bill saves on the costs re-
lated to Medicaid expansion by focusing 
on patient-centered managed care.”

While H 277 heads to the Senate for 
consideration, it will have to compete 
with Senate Bill 1204 proposed by Sen-
ate Health & Welfare Committee Chair-
man Sen. Fred Martin (R-Boise). The 
Senate bill instead would implement a 
voluntary work/training program. 

Opponents of H 277 supported S 
1204 as a compromise during a Thurs-
day Senate Health and Welfare Com-
mittee hearing.

“The Council applauds this thought-
fully crafted proposed legislation. 
Senate Bill 1204 provides a positive 
approach to assisting Idaho residents to 
fi nd and keep a job,” Christine Pisani, 
executive director of the Idaho Council 
on Developmental Disabilities, said 
during the hearing. 

 “Senate Bill 1204 is a compromise 
that I can live with,” Reclaim Idaho 
volunteer Sam Sandmire said.

Both H 277 and S 1204 are currently 
in the Senate for consideration. 

— Cheyenna McCurry is a legislative 
intern with the James A. and Louise 
McClure Center for Public Policy Re-
search in Boise, and a student in the 
University of Idaho School of Journal-
ism and Mass Media. She is contribut-
ing articles from the 2019 Legislature 
for The Owyhee Avalanche and other 
newspapers around the state.

Controversial bills heat up Statehouse halls
Medicaid eligibility, 
initiative process at 

heart of debate
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Owyhee County Church Di rec to ry

Trinity Holiness Church
Homedale
119 N. Main

Pastor Samuel Page
(208) 337-5021

Sunday School 10am
Sunday Morning Worship 11am

Sunday Evening 7pm
Thursday Evening 7:30pm

First Presbyterian Church
Homedale
320 N. 6th W.

Sunday Morning Worship 11am
Sunday School 11am

Rev. Heidi Smith-Takatori
(208) 473-9331

Garnet Seventh-Day Adventist
Church 

16613 Garnet Rd., Wilder
(208) 649-5280

Email: garnetSDA@icloud.com
Sabbath School 9:30am

Worship 10:45am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00-8 pm

Bible Missionary Church
Homedale

West Idaho, (208) 337-3425
Pastor Ron Franklin

Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am

Sunday Evening 7pm
Wednesday Evening 7:30

Homedale Baptist Church 
Homedale
212 S. 1st W.

(208) 739-5952

Sunday Worship 11am-Noon
Pastor: Paul Chismar

Christian Church
Homedale

110 W. Montana
Pastor Maurice Jones (208) 319-4650

Don Vanderbough (208) 867-5418
Sunday Morning Wor ship 11am

Church school 9:45

Assembly of God Church
Marsing

139 Kerry, (208) 965-1650
Pastor Rick Sherrow
Sunday School 10am

Sunday Worship 11am & 6 pm

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Homedale

708 West Idaho Ave (208) 337-4112
Bishop Mark Thatcher
Bishop Chris Varuska
Sunday 1st Ward 1pm
Sunday 2nd Ward 9am   

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 
Homedale

(208) 337-4248
Sunday Services 10am

Pastor Sean Rippey
Adult and Children Sunday School  9-9:45am

Visitors Always Welcome!
Call Church for Prayer requests

Nazarene Church
Marsing

Pastor Bill O'Connor
(208) 649-5256

12 2nd Avenue West

Worship Services - Sunday 11am and 6pm
Sunday School - 9:45am
Mid Week TLC Groups

Lizard Butte Baptist Church
Marsing

Pastor Daniel Swaim 
116 4th Ave. W., (208) 859-2059

Sunday worship:
Morning: 11am-Noon• Evening: 6-7pm

Sunday School 9:45am-10:45am
Wednesday evening 7pm-8pm

Assembly of God Church
Homedale

15 West Montana, (208) 412-2946
Senior Pastor: Ivar Moore

Sunday Bible study, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday and Kidz services, 10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday and Kidz services, 7 p.m.

www.homedaleagchurch.com

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Marsing

215 3rd Ave. West, (208) 896-4151
Sunday 1st Ward, 1:00 p.m.

Bishop Rowley
Sunday 2nd Ward, 9:00 a.m.

Bishop McIntyre

United Methodist Church
Wilder

Exploring the Bible: Public Invited 
2nd & 4th Tuesday: 4-5pm
Corner of 4th St. & B Ave.

Pastor Dave Raines 
(208) 880-8751

Sunday Service 9:30am

Vision Community Church
Marsing 

221 West Main Marsing, Idaho
(208) 779-7926

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Adult, Kids & Youth Meetings Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Wilder Church of God
Wilder

205 A St. E, (208) 649-7698
Pastor Ray Gerthung

Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Service 11am
Sunday Eve. 6:00pm
Wed. Eve. 7:00pm

Iglesia Bautista
Palabra de Esperanza

Homedale

711 W. Idaho, (208) 463-9569
Pastor Jose Diaz

Servicios: Los Domingos 11:00 am

Calvary Holiness Church - Wilder
Corner of 3rd St. & B Ave.

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. • Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Sunday: 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

calvarypantry@gmail.com
Food Pantry hours:

2nd Friday of month 5-7pm
4th Friday of month 12-2pm

       Calvary Holiness Food Pantry Wilder Idaho

Mountain View Church of the Nazarene
Wilder-Homedale

26515 Ustick Road
(208) 337-3151 

www.mvcnaz.org
Sunday School 9:30

Worship 10:30
Adult & Youth Bible Class: Wednesday 7:00 pm

Children's Caravan Program 

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church
Caldwell

1122 W. Linden St.
(208) 459-3653

Mass:
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am

Spanish Mass: Saturday 7:00 pm
Spanish Mass: Sunday Noon

MARSING APOSTOLIC ASSEMBLY
Asamblea Apostolica de Marsing

107 W. Main • Marsing, Idaho
Pastor Jose Gutierrez

   (208) 461-9016 or (208) 880-6172
Sunday School   10:00 am  

Sunday Service  1 pm • Wednesday 
Service  7 pm

Bilingual Services/Español

Iglesia Evangelica
Wilder

317 3rd st.,
Pastor Ramiro Reyes
10 am Sunday School

11 am Service
(208) 482-7484

Bilingual

Our Lady Queen of Heaven
Catholic Church - Oreana

2018 Mass Schedule - 
the following Saturdays at 10:00am

Oct 27 - Nov 24 - Dec 22
All are welcome! For more information, call 
St. Paul's Church, Nampa (208) 466-7031

Knight Community Church 
Grand View

Pastor Ivan Shetler
630 Idaho Street
(208) 834-2639

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

Amistad Cristiana de Wilder UMC
Esquina de 4 y calle B

Domingos Servicio: 12:00 pm
El Ropero (Banco de ropa)  Miercoles 12- 2pm

Martes y Jueves: 6:30 pm Ingles
Sabados: 12:00 pm Arte Infantil

Todo en Espanol, Inf. (208) 989-7508

Friends Community Church
Wilder - Homedale

17434 Hwy 95, (208) 337-3464

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Services: 10:45 am Sundays

www.homedalefriends.org

Crossroads Assembly of God
Wilder

Pastor Michael McCormick
Hwy 19 & 95, (208) 890-3046

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30am

Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Wed. Bible Study 7pm

Chapel of Hope
Hope House, Marsing

Look for the Blue Church 
South Bruneau Hwy at the Hope House

Welcoming Families, especially those with 
special needs children.

Keith Croft, Pastor (208) 880-2767
Jake & Alisha Henrioulle, Youth Pastors 

(208) 761-6747
Sunday Services at 10 am

Iglesia Misionera Biblica
Homedale

Pastor Silverio Cardenas Jr.
132 W Owyhee • (208) 337-5975
Servicios: Vier - 7pm - Oracion

Mier - 7pm Predicacion
Dom - 10am Esc. Dom y 6:30pm

"Una Iglesia Diferente."

Our Lady of Tears Church 
Silver City

Mass Summer Schedule 1pm
June 11 • July 16 • August 20 • Sept. 17

All invited to potluck after each mass
at the home of Dave Wilper
For more information, call 

St. Paul's Church, Nampa (208) 466-7031

Golden Gate Baptist Church
Wilder

Pastor Robert Potter, Jr., CLP
Corner of Second and "B" Streets  

Church time is 11:00 am on Sunday 
Call (208) 880-4308 for information

St. David's Episcopal Church
1800 Arlington Ave.
Caldwell, ID 83605

(208) 459-9261

stdavids@stdavidscaldwell.org
www.stdavid.episcopalidaho.org

Calvary Fellowship
Homedale

Pastor Rich Wright
711 W. Idaho Ave.

Church time is 10:00 am on Sunday 
& Wednesday at 7:00 pm

River Youth Saturday 7:00pm
(208) 880-4033

SWDH well water testing 
comes to Homedale

Southwest District Health environmental health 
specialist Darvis Opp came to the Homedale SWDH 
offi ce on March 19, to test well water for nitrates for 
concerned citizens. Opp said 19 people stopped in to 
have their water tested.

We’re proud of our
Heritage!

1st
Owyhee County is the first county 
to be established in the State of 
Idaho.

1st
The Owyhee Avalanche was the 
first newspaper in the Idaho Ter-
ritory to have access to telegraph 
service.

1st
The Owyhee Avalanche was the 
first daily newspaper in the Idaho 
Territory.

P.O. Box 97 • Homedale, Idaho 83628

Established 1865
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Features - Who’s who in Owyhee
County, Looking Back and coverage of the im-
pacts of events on people here.

advertisements for money-saving value.
Legal Notices for Homedale, Marsing, Bruneau, 
Grand View and Owyhee County
Also - Event calendar, menus, and more!

News - County, city, and school news,

agricultural issues, courts, county 
commissioners and more.

Sports - from Homedale, Marsing,
Rimrock, Jordan Valley and Adrian.

Events - Rodeo and fair coverage, 

In-depth coverage of everything in Owyhee Country

What you get in every issue

This one-time offer allows 
new readers to sample part 
of a history of community 
journalism dating back to 
1865, with the second-old-
est operating newspaper in 
Idaho and news of Owyhee 
County, for Owyhee County, 
every week.

No obligation to sub-
scribe. Subscriptions are 
$37.10 a year for in-county 
subscribers.

DIGITAL EDITION FOR SUBSCRIBERS!
www.theowyheeavalanche.com

*limited to Owyhee, Malheur and Canyon county residents.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY!
4 EDITION TRIAL OF 

The Owyhee Avalanche 

  FREE!*

Thi ti ff ll

 VOL.  34,  NO. 9 $1 
HOMEDALE, OWYHEE COUNTY, IDAHO 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2019

–– See Crimes, page 4A

–– See Sewer, page 12A

Chancey Baker

High honor, Pg. 2A: Rancher earns Pat Takasugi ag award

Record-setting, Pg. 5A: Bruneau auction has best year yet

Eagle Scouts, Pg. 16A: Grand View teens earn Scouting honor

State champion, Pg. 1B: Homedale’s Egusquiza captures gold
Get the news source of the Owyhees delivered 

directly to you each Wednesday

A community meeting is 

set Tuesday for voters to get 

information on the supplemental 

levy the Bruneau-Grand View 

School District is seeking in 

the March 12 election.

The community meeting will 

run from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

at Rimrock Jr.-Sr. High School, 

39678 Hwy. 78, in Bruneau.

Superintendent Ryan Cantrell 

and other administrators will 

be on hand to answer questions 

from district patrons about the 

proposed two-year, $800,000 

levy.
A simple majority of 50 

percent plus one will be 

necessary to pass the levy, 

which if approved would raise 

$400,000 each year through 

property taxes.
The district seeks to replace 

an expiring two-year, $1 

million ($500,000 each year) 

supplemental levy that was 

passed in 2017.
A reduction in the levy 

amount is attributed to the 

school district’s responsible 

budgeting, which led to an 

increased fund balance

The school district’s most 

recent  nancial audit showed a 

fund balance of $1.41 million, 

which represents approximately 

4½ to  ve months of operating 

expenses for the district. 

meeting 

to address 

proposed 
GV sewer 

needs 
repairs, 
upgrades 

Town may face 

bond election, 

grants, loans

Grand View’s sewer system 

dilemma may go beyond its 

leaky treatment lagoon.

Dick Dyer, who is helping 

engineer Mike Settell of 

Sustainable Resource Solutions 

develop a faci l i ty  plan, 

said there is about $85,000 

worth of repairs needed to 

the collection system around 

town. He said the total price 

tag for improvements to 

create a system with a 30-year 

lifespan could be more than 

$2 million.
Residents  and e lected 

of  cials learned more about 

the state of the sewer system 

and how repairs could be 

financed during a Feb. 19 

public meeting at City Hall.

S e t t e l l  s a i d  c i t i z e n s ’ 

comments and improvement 

ideas will be considered in the 

facility plan.
“We need those,” Settell 

said. “There may be something 

in there that you guys know 

locally that we don’t really 

Ten felonies in new 

case against 

Homedale man

A man accused of kidnapping 

a Homedale woman in December 

has been arraigned on 10 additional 

felony charges, including lewd 

conduct and sex abuse of a minor 

under the age of 16.

Chancey Lee Baker, 36, appeared 

before Third District Magistrate 

Judge Shane Darrington on 

Thursday morning in Murphy.

The Owyhee County Prosecuting 

Attorney’s Of  ce  led 21 counts 

against Baker, but Darrington 

found probable cause on 10 of 

the charges, Prosecuting Attorney 

Douglas D. Emery said.

A preliminary hearing has been 

set for March 11. Meanwhile, 

Darrington set bail on the new 

charges at $2 million. Baker has 

been in the Owyhee County Jail 

in Murphy on a $500,000 bond 

stemming from felonies related to 

the kidnapping accusation.

The new charges allege lewd 

conduct with (eight counts) and 

sex abuse of (two counts) a 10-

year-old boy this winter. 

According to court documents, 

Baker is accused of making 

inappropriate sexual contact as 

well as taking nude photographs 

and videos of the child.

Gary Eller entertained fourth-graders at Homedale Elementary on Thursday with his 

rousing renditions of “Take Us In,” “Aunt Viney,” “Banjo Nell,” among others. Eller also 

told stories of Idaho and Owyhee County during the 19th century.

A juvenile was arrested at 
Marsing High School and 
referred to juvenile court 
for drug charges, after a tip 
received by school offi cials, 
Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Chief Deputy Lynn Bowman 
said.

The 15-year-old female 
allegedly admitted to having 
3.5 grams of marijuana on her 
in two plastic bags.

She has been charged 
with misdemeanor counts of 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• Deputies arrested a 
Homedale man on drug 
charges following a traffi c 
stop on Thursday on U.S. 
Highway 95.

According to Bowman, 
Steve McCabe, 58, was pulled 
over in a 1998 Nissan Maxima 
near the intersection of U.S. 
95 and Jump Creek Road for 

not having a license plate.
McCabe was charged 

with felony possession of 
a controlled substance and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia after 
a K-9 unit discovered 2.4 
grams of methamphetamine 
on his person, according to 
Bowman.

McCabe was the passenger 
in the vehicle. The driver, 
31-year-old Lisa Pevler of 
Caldwell, was cited for no 
proof of insurance and failure 
to register a vehicle, both 
infractions.

McCabe made his initial 
appearance before Magistrate 
Judge Shane Darrington 
on Friday morning and is 
scheduled for his preliminary 
hearing at 9 a.m., on Monday.

He is currently in custody 
in the Owyhee County Jail in 
Murphy.

— TK

Sheriff’s deputies 
make drug arrest at 
Marsing High School

Library 
welcomes 
live lamb

The Homedale  Publ ic 
Library’s Story Time children 
will spend a little time on the 
farm Friday.

The program will be held at 
10:15 a.m. at the library, 125 
W. Owyhee Ave.

The library will have a 
special visitor, a live baby 
lamb, as part of the activities.

Youth services coordinator 
Carol McMichael will read 
“Barnyard Hullabaloo,” a 
collection of poems by Giles 
Andreae illustrated by David 
Wojtowycz.

McMichael will also read the 
classic nursery rhyme “Mary 
Had a Little Lamb.”

The children will also make 
a lamb craft.

During Teens & Tweens at 4 
p.m., boys and girls ages 10-17 
will play board games.

The library is open from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., on 
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., on 
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., on 
Saturday. It is closed Sundays. 

Call (208) 337-4228 for more 
information on programs.

Homedale’s Ismael Vega Aguilera, 10, applies hot glue 
to his water bottle piggy bank’s googly-eyes during Teens 
& Tweens on Friday afternoon at the library.
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337-5057 

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

CONCRETE

Over 30 Years Experience

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

ROTOTILLING

TRACTOR
DAVE

SAND & GRAVEL

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 
208-890-1182

LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Cell - (208) 919-3364
Idaho License # RCE-32060

GREG KELLY - OWNER
FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sprinkler Systems
Installation, Maintenance, Blowouts. Professional Design: 

Specializing in 1 to 10 acre yard & pasture systems. No Brown Spots Guaranteed
Lawn Mowing

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Fertilization, Weed Control
Misc Services:

Backhoe Services, Sod, Seeding, Fall & Spring Cleanups. No Job Too Small
Proudly using American Made Products & Equipment

Rich Pickett
Office: (208) 455-1419 Fax: (208) 454-6483
20550 Whittier Dr., Greenleaf, ID 83626
www.pickettauctions.com

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

MEDICAL   
MARSING 
201 Main St. 
896-4159 
 

MEDICAL   
HOMEDALE 
108 E. Idaho Ave. 
337-3189 

DENTAL   
HOMEDALE 
Eight 2nd St. W. 
337-6101 

www.trhs.org            We accept Medicaid, Medicare & Insurance. Reduced fees available for qualified patients. 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

Wade Griest
Trucking & 
Excavating

Over 30 Years Experience
208-488-5046

TRUCKING / EXCAVATION

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

Serving Owyhee 
County for 25 years
 Jeff Haylett
337-8018

Contractor License# 23189
Electrical Contractor - State of Idaho

ELECTRICIAN

PLUMBING

Over 35 Years Experience

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Cole Kaiserman  (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland   (208) 880-4535
Matt Hansen       (208) 989-7013
Connor Demond  (208) 899-6216

Interwest Supply
Call us for all your 
irrigatÚn needs!

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146
WELDING & REPAIR

Eric: (208) 901-5675

Serving the Wilder, 

Homedale and Marsing areas

Portable Welding, 

Custom Fabrication, 

Equipment, Irrigation

 Aluminum & Steel 

Trailer Repairs

Office: 208.453.9155
Fax: 208.453.9158

PLUMBING
“Your true local 

hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

Rub A Dub Dog 
Homedale

208-337-8117
Rubadubdog83628@gmail.com

JOHN 
IS STILL 

GROOMING!
CALL AHEAD 

FOR 
APPOINTMENTS 

TAXES BOOKEEPING

TAXES  

Call us today to book  your appointment this Tax Season!

DOG GROOMING

HRONESH FLOOR 

COVERING LLC

FLOOR COVERINGS

Custom Hardwood Flooring

Stairs 

Hardwood Floor Repair

Laminate Flooring

LVP and LVT

LICENSE # RCE-49591

Prompt & Reliable
Contact us for all your material, 
repairs and installation needs.

OFFICE: (208) 337-3347
j.hronesh@gmail.com

Rototilling
Plowing
Mowing
Hauling
Grading
Disking
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2$ 22

DON’t FORGET...

A quick stop for groceries

RED BARON PIZZA

Darigold MILK BANANASBREAD

BLUE BUNNY ICE CREAM MISSION TORTILLAS EL MONTEREY BURRITOS

2$ 493$ 99

EGGS

993/99

6$ 99

2/ 1$ 50

2/ 2$

OR $1.29 EACH

From page 1A

No action has been taken on 
SB 1001 since it was referred 
to the Senate Resources & 
Environment Committee 
early in the 2019 legislative 
session.

Offi cials also will discuss the 
Grand View-Bruneau Ground 
Water Management Area 
(GWMA) and the Bruneau 
Ground Water Management 
District. They’ll share ground 
water data that has been 
obtained in recent years.

The Grand View-Bruneau 
GWMA was established in 
late October 1982, but no 
management plan was ever 
developed. Likewise, no 
GWMA governing board was 
ever seated.

New groundwater diversions 
have been limited since area 
designation, Neace said.

After designation, the state 
agency worked with well 
owners to eliminate leakage 
and unrestricted fl ow.

S e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h e r s 
have studied the impact of 
groundwater development 
on spring fl ows over the past 
quarter-century. The habitat 
studies began after the federal 
gove rnmen t  p l aced  the 
Bruneau Hot Springsnail on 
the Endangered Species list 
in 1993. 

The IDWR website says that 
the ground water management 
area was established in late 
October 1982 because of 
actual increases and projected 
increases in groundwater 
wi thdrawals  as  wel l  as 
declining hot spring fl ows.

Neace said it is fair to say 
that establishment of a plan 

and a governing board will 
be discussed next week, but 
there is nothing certain about 
the formation of the elements 
beyond discussion.

For more information about 
the meeting, contact Neace 
at (208) 287-4935 or thomas.
neace@idwr.idaho.gov.

Neace said the lack of a 
groundwater management 
plan and even a governing 
board isn’t unusual for many 
of the GWMAs established in 
the state.

Newer GWMAs — such 
as Lewiston Plateau, Malad 
Valley,  Bear  River,  and 
Southeast Boise — do have 
committees and plans, Neace 
said.

“In more recent years, 
IDWR has made a concerted 
effort to create committees 

and development plans within 
a few years after designation,” 
he said.

Reasons for the lack of a 
management plan are varied, 
according to Neace:

• State law doesn’t require 
the development of a plan but 
merely says the IDWR director 
“may approve a management 
plan for the area.”

• The primary effect of a 
designation to establish a 
moratorium area on new water 
appropriations. Neace said 
interest beyond that key step 
may not have existed among 
the IDWR and local users in 
GWMAs that do not have 
management plans.

• There could be a lack of 
data to establish a plan.

“We probably had enough 
data to designate the area 

but not additional data to 
begin discussions about a 
management plan,” Neace 
said.

• Although the IDWR has 
made some effort to develop 
management plans in many 
GWMAs, Neace thinks the 
Grand View-Bruneau area 
wasn’t given a high priority 
because of demographics such 
as a small population and 
less existing ground water 
developments compared to 
other GWMAs.

Plans were developed for 
Bear River and Southeast 
Boise, but a Mountain Home 
plan never  mater ia l ized 
possibly because users or 
committee members couldn’t 
build a consensus on a plan.

— JPB

√ Wells: Groundwater plan for Grand View-Bruneau was never developed



Katelyn Fewkes has an op-
portunity to continue her vol-
leyball career at Southeastern 
Iowa Community College.

The Marsing High School 
senior signed a letter of in-
tent during a ceremony last 
Wednesday.

The 2A Western Idaho Con-
ference honorable mention se-
lection after last season, com-
mitted to the West Burlington, 
Iowa, college with family and 
friends at her side.

 “I got a call from Coach 
(Michelle) Glass and fl ew 
down about two weeks ago,” 
Fewkes said or her offi cial 
campus visit. “I got to prac-
tice with them, and I watched 
some fi lm.”

The Blackhawks fi nished 
2018 with at 23-17 overall, 
3-6 in conference. They lost 
in the fi rst round of the Iowa 
Community College Athletic 
Conference tournament, 3-0, 

to Iowa Central Community 
College.

“We’re super-excited,” 
Fewkes’ mother, Carrie Niels-
en, said. “She has an opportu-

nity to explore and get some 
training and educational guid-
ance.”

“It’s kind of bittersweet,” 
Fewkes’ dad, Brad, said. “It’s 

hard to let the last one go.”
The 18-year-old, who grad-

uates in May, said she plans to 
study agriculture at SICC.

— TK

Katelyn Fewkes (center) signs her letter of intent to play volleyball at Southeastern Iowa 
Community College. From left: Stepmom LaDean Fewkes, dad Brad Fewkes, Katelyn Fewkes, 
mom Carrie Nielsen, and Carrie’s boyfriend Rod Adams.
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Homedale grad plays 
college baseball

Local motorcyclists 
excel at AMA race

HHS softball 
falls to powerful 

Ontario

DeLaynie Dorsey helped 
Homedale High School open 
the conference softball season 
with a bang.

The junior right fielder 
smacked a grand slam in the 
bottom of the fifth inning 
to end the Trojans’ 13-1 3A 
Snake River Valley conference 
victory over Weiser.

The Wolverines walked 

Josey Hall to load the bases 
and take their chances with 
Dorsey.

Jayci Swallow spun a no-
hitter at Sundance Park in a 
game that was halted after fi ve 
innings because of the 10-run 
rule.

Weiser cashed a leadoff walk 
with an earned run and 1-0 lead 
in the top of the fi rst against 
Swallow, but she settled down 
to stifl e the Wolverines the rest 
of the way.

Alex Grant led off the bottom 

Trojans ride no-hitter, 
slam in SRV opener

Trojans split 
Iron Triangle 

games in Oregon

Clayton Wolfe and his 
Homedale High School 
baseball teammates sent a 
message in the conference 
opener.

Wolfe blasted a two-run 

home run to start off a big 
six-run third inning, and the 
Trojans won their 3A Snake 
River Valley conference 
opener via the 10-run rule.

A senior designated hitter, 
Wolfe went 3-for-3 with 
three RBI and three runs 
scored in Homedale’s 16-6 
win in a game stopped after 
six innings at John Jackson 
Field.

Wolfe’s home run and 
Brady Trout’s run-scoring 
triple pushed the Trojans 
(7-4 overall) to an 8-4 
lead. Garrett Bettleyon also 
doubled and scored a run in 
the rally.

Weiser scored three runs in 
the top of the fi rst and held 
a 4-2 lead after two innings. 

Homedale senior fi rst baseman Josey Hall follows through on 
her two-run home run against Weiser at Sundance Park.

Homedale’s Jason Puri puts down a bunt during the conference-opening game against 
Weiser at John Jackson Field.

Homedale pounds Weiser 
to start conference baseball

Melba rolls past 
Huskies in teams’ 
2A WIC opener

The Marsing High School 
softball team survived a busy 
week, one that wasn’t even 
guaranteed to happen a few 
weeks ago.

Despite concerns of having 
inadequate numbers to field 
a full team, the Huskies (1-2 
overall, 0-1 in the 2A Western 
Idaho Conference) produced 
a script fi lled with highs and 
lows.

Marsing returns to the 
diamond after spring break 

Marsing 
hangs on 
vs. Wilder

Husky will continue career at Midwest school
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Sports

Homedale Trojans

Baseball
Garrett Bettleyon, sr., OF

7-for-13, 3 RBI, 4 runs and 2 
doubles in four games

 Softball
Jayci Swallow, sr., P

Opened 3A SRV with 5-inning 
no-hitter vs. Weiser

 Track and field
Caleb Smith, jr., sprinter

Swept the sprints and 
anchored winning 4x100 

relay team

Tennis
Mikayla Smith, sr.

Part of Trojans’ No. 1 girls’ 
doubles team

 Golf
Shanlee Swallow, jr.

Led Trojans with a 48 at the 
Weiser Invitational

WILSON

OWYHEE AUTO SUPPLY

337-4668

337-4664

337-3142

337-3474

HOMEDALE 
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

337-4900J. Edward Perkins, Jr. D.C.

337-4681

482-0103

517 S. 9th St.
Payette, ID 83661
(208) 642-3586

GO TROJANS!

337-3271

Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company
337-4041

Baseball
Varsity

Monday, April 1, home vs. Payette, 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 3 at Parma, 5 p.m.

Junior varsity
Monday, April 1 at Payette, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, April 3, home vs. Parma, 5 p.m.

Track and field
Thursday, April 4 at Dave Mangum Invitational, Melba H.S., 

4:15 p.m.
 

Tennis
Tuesday, April 2, home vs. Payette, 4 p.m.

 
Golf

Boys and girls
Monday, April 1 at 3A Snake River Valley conference meet 

(9 holes), Scotch Pines GC, Payette, 3 p.m.
 

 

Softball
Varsity

WTP Spring Break Classic
Friday, March 29 vs. Eagle, Vallivue H.S. JV field, Caldwell, 

9 a.m.
Friday, March 29 vs. Madison, Vallivue H.S. varsity field, 

Caldwell, 1 p.m.
Saturday, March 30 vs. Richland, Wash., Ridgeview H.S. 

JV field, Nampa, 11 a.m.
Saturday, March 30 vs. Idaho Falls, Ridgeview H.S. varsity 

field, Nampa, 1 p.m.
3A Snake River Valley conference

Monday, April 1, home vs. Payette, 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 3 at Parma, 5 p.m.

Junior varsity
Thursday, March 28 vs. Hunter, Utah at Vallivue H.S., 

Caldwell, 4:30 p.m.
3A Snake River Valley conference
Monday, April 1 at Payette, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, April 3, home vs. Parma, 5 p.m.
 

Homedale High School 
graduate Chase Stoddard 
is off to a solid start as a 
freshman third baseman at 
Itasca Community College in 
Minnesota.

After playing seven games 
for the Vikings of Grand 
Rapids, Minn., Stoddard is 
hitting .353 (6-for-17) with 
fi ve RBI and fi ve runs scored. 
He also has a .421 on-base 
percentage.

Two of his six hits are 

doubles, ranking him 12th in 
the Minnesota College Athletic 
Conference.

Itasca snapped a four-game 
losing streak with a 5-3 seven-
inning victory over Allegheny 
College’s junior varsity on 
March 19.

Stoddard was 1-for-2 with an 
RBI in the victory, which took 
place in Tucson, Ariz.

The Vikings were 3-10 before 
playing Riverland Community 
College on Sunday.

Homedale alum Stoddard 
makes impact at Itasca CC

Chase Stoddard is a freshman third baseman at Itasca 
Community College in Minnesota. Submitted photo

Experience is the key to 
growing in any discipline, 
and Homedale High School’s 
tennis players have had plenty 
of chances to move forward in 
the past couple weeks.

“We are quite young but 
improving by the day,” Trojans 
coach Scott Michaelson said.

The team saw competition 
four times between March 14 
and March 19.

“We played Nyssa (on March 
14), but it turned into more of a 
scrimmage,” Michaelson said. 
“They had a lot more players, 
and we started matching up 
people with anyone that was 
available that we thought 
would be a good match.”

The coach said the scrimmage 
helped freshmen get a taste of 
victory before non-conference 
meets against two other Oregon 
schools — Vale and Ontario.

March 19: Vale 7, Homedale 
1 — The Trojans’ top girls’ 

doubles team of Makayla Kelly 
and Mikayla Smith picked up 
the team’s only victory at Bette 
Uda City Park in the meet’s 
most intense match.

Kelly and Smith downed 
Rachel Wolfe and Kailey 
McGourty, 6-4, 6-2.

Michaelson only put two 
boys’ matches together. Connor 
Slater lost, 6-0, 6-1, to Vale 
No. 2 singles player Porter 
McKrola. Joseph Zamudio and 
Austin Conant continued as 
Homedale’s top boys’ doubles 
squad, falling to Payton Kelso 
and Ricky Leyva, 6-0, 6-3.

The Vikings picked up 
victories by forfeit through 
the rest of the boys’ ladder.

Lindy Phariss battled Vale’s 
Flavia Bruton at No. 1 girls’ 
singles, but lost 6-2, 6-2.

Abby Henry and Cheyene 
Kelly saw the most court time 
against Vale. They lost varsity 
singles matches and then 
played tough against Jackie 
Marquiz and Erika McBride 
before losing, 6-1, 6-3, in a 
junior varsity girls’ doubles 
match.

L a n e y  S w a l l o w  a n d 
Elizabeth Whitehead played 
No. 2 girls’ doubles and lost 
to Vale’s Alexis Shaffeld and 
Riley Kersey, 6-1, 6-0.

March 18: Ontario 5, 
Homedale 4 — The experience 

of winning that Michaelson 
wants for his players came in 
Oregon against the Tigers.

Kelly and Smith rolled at 
No. 1 girls’ doubles, beating 
Izzy Mills and Anna Bertelini, 
6-1, 6-1.

Zamudio and Conant joined 
forces to win at No. 1 boys’ 
doubles, downing John Aleman 
and Jonathon Snow, 6-2, 6-2.

Henry played two matches 
and split the results. She 
triumphed at No. 3 singles with 
a 6-2, 6-2 victory over Hailma 
Awess. After winning the fi rst 
set of a JV doubles match, 
Henry and Whitney Ross fell 
to Janelle Hernandez and Ana 
Buvalcaba, 5-7, 6-1, 6-0.

Swallow and Whitehead 
beat Sam DeLeon and Melissa 
Lopez, 6-3, 6-0, in the No. 2 
girls’ doubles match.

March 15: Ontario 4, 
Homedale 3 — Zamudio 
pulled double duty in a non-
conference home match.

He beat George Gueya, 6-1, 
6-0, in the top singles match, 
the only one contested in the 
boys’ ladder. He and Conant 
rolled past Andrew Barba and 
Jonathon Snow, 6-0, 6-1, at 
No. 1 doubles.

Kelly and Smith whitewashed 
Kareene ToVanche and Emma 
Navarette, 6-0, 6-0, to win the 
No. 1 girls’ doubles match.

Young Trojans learn on the court 
as tennis season gets underway

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681



But senior right-hander Drew 
Deal shook off the rocky start 
to get the victory.

Bettleyon went 3-for-3 with 
three RBI.

Carson Brown’s third single 
brought home Jason Puri and 
Dominic Quijano to end the 
game in the sixth inning.

Trout and Puri also collected 
two RBI each, while Deal and 
Karsen Freelove each crossed 
the plate twice.

Saturday: Homedale 6, 
South Umpqua (Ore.) 3 
— Kincheloe’s fifth-inning 
double brought home the go-
ahead run to spark a two-run 
rally in the fi nal day of the Iron 
Triangle Tournament in John 
Day, Ore.

With the back-and-forth 
game tied, 3-3, Brady Trout 
drew a walk to start the fi fth 
inning and stole second before 
Kincheloe’s second hit of the 

game. Kincheloe scored an 
insurance run on an error later 
in the inning.

Kincheloe led off the fourth 
inning with a single and later 
scored as part of a two-run 
uprising that gave the Trojans 
a 3-1 lead. Grounders by Puri 
and Quijano brought RBI.

Tommy Muir went the distance 
for the win, striking out 10 
during his three-hit performance. 
All three South Umpqua runs 
were unearned as Homedale 
committed four errors. 

Friday: Dallas, Ore., 5, 
Homedale 2 — Deal struck 
out eight and walked no one, 
but three Trojans errors led 
to three unearned runs in the 
second day of the Iron Triangle 
Tournament.

Homedale fell behind, 4-0, 
after three innings against the 
second Oregon 5A team it had 
challenged in as many days.

Dallas broke the game open 

with three unearned runs in the 
third as Homedale committed 
two of its three errors.

The Trojans cut the lead 
in half in the fourth inning. 
Wolfe and Bettleyon opened 
the frame with back-to-back 
doubles. 

Wolfe scored on Bettleyon’s 
hit, and Bettleyon came in 
when Kincheloe reached on 
an error.

Deal had two singles in four 
at-bats.

The Dragons grabbed a 1-0 
lead in their fi rst at-bat when 
Carter Weisensee laced a two-
out single and scored on Hunter 
Bennett’s triple.

Thursday:  Homedale 
15, Grant Union (Ore.) 7 
— Kincheloe helped himself 
from the plate after falling 
behind, 3-0, from the mound 
during the fi rst day of the Iron 
Triangle Tournament.

The senior pitched a complete 

game, striking out five and 
working around seven hits and 
fi ve walks. 

He was 2-for-2, and his 
double triggered the Trojans’ 
second-inning rally that 
resulted in a 5-2 lead.

Homedale stayed one step 
ahead of the tournament host, 
extending a 6-4 lead with a 
three-run fi fth inning before 
the Prospectors broke through 
with two runs in the bottom of 
the frame.

The Trojans capped the game 
with six runs over their fi nal 
two at-bats. 

Drew Deal doubled to lead 
off the seventh as part of 
four consecutive hits and 
fi ve successive baserunners. 
Homedale posted four runs in 
the inning.

Deal was 3-for-4 with two 
doubles and three RBI, and 
Wolfe, Freelove and Quijano 
knocked in two runs each. 

Quijano scored three times.
Thursday: Crook County 

(Ore.) 7, Homedale 2 — Trout’s 
ground ball was the only RBI of 
the game for the Trojans, who 
took a 2-0 led in the second inning 
of the opener and then couldn’t 
muster more fi repower.

The Class 5A Cowboys from 
Prineville, Ore., tied the game 
in the bottom of the fourth 
inning then secured the win 
with a fi ve-run fi fth inning.

Garett Bernard and Louis 
Duran combined to hold 
Homedale to three singles. 

Two Homedale innings were 
wiped out when Crook County 
junior catcher Brody Connell 
threw out baserunners.

Ismael Garcia singled in 
the second inning, but he was 
caught stealing to end the 
threat. Freelove had a two-out 
single in the fourth inning, but 
was cut down trying to swipe 
second.
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√ Baseball: Trojans challenge larger schools over three days in John Day

Melba pro fi nishes 
in top 10 in desert race

Melba rider Jared Schlapia fi nished 
eighth in the pro race of the Rabbit 
Creek 100 on Sunday.

The third round of the AMA National 
Hare and Hound Association season 
took place Saturday and Sunday in the 
Owyhee desert outside Murphy.

DIRT Inc., sponsored the two days 
of racing.

Joseph Wasson won the pro race in 2 
hours, 53 minutes, 53 seconds.

Homedale rider Jace Love won the 
201cc-250cc C division, finishing 

in 4:00:58. His listed sponsor was 
Specialty Inc. Wood Products, a 
Homedale business.

Other divisional winners included:
Pro 250cc — Zane Roberts, 2:59.41
Pro women’s 86cc open — Morgan 

Tanke, 3:43:17
251cc open A — Patrick Miller, 

3:22:49
251cc open B — Taylor Hoffman, 

3:52:34. Local — 7. Kaden Binford, 
4:10:46

251cc open C — Corey Baez, 
4:33:13

201-250cc A — Corbin McPherson, 
3:11:44

201-250cc B — Drew Whitney, 

3:50:51
86-200cc A — Will Grindstaff, 

3:29:51
86-200cc B — Riley Wood, 3:50:03. 

Local — 3. Rylan Binford, Homedale, 
4:04:16

86-200cc C — Grayson Slocum, 
4:30:15

Veteran A (30 years and older) — 
John Levie, 3:30:39

Veteran B — Kyle Negus, 3:58:24
Senior A (40 and older) — Paul 

Krause, 3:26:01
Senior B — Jarod Hunter, 4:03:24
Senior C — Cody Wade, 4:29:55
Super Senior A (50 and older) — 

Curtis Dice, 3:25:59

Super Senior B — Trae Buchert, 
4:17:26

Super Senior C — Pete Molloy, 
3:11:24

Women 86cc open A — Ashlee 
Gage, 4:13:37

Women 86cc open B — Lexy Baker, 
4:20:09

Women 86cc open C (1 lap) — Ty 
Woolslayer, 2:52:38

Masters 60 and older (1 lap) — 
James Miller, 2:33:47

Pioneer 70 and older (1 lap) — 
Larry Barlage, 3:29:37

Sportsmen (1 lap) — Levi Bailey, 
2:36:48. Local — 29. Josh Love, 
Homedale, 3:26:21

Homedale teen among Rabbit Creek 100 winners

of the fi rst with a single and 
tied the game on Sophie Nash’s 
base hit.

Hall then gave Homedale 
(4-2 overall, 1-0 in conference) 
a 3-1 lead with a two-run home 
run.

Nash fi nished 3-for-4 with 
fi ve RBI. She doubled home 
Dazsha Zamora in the fifth 
inning then scored on Dorsey’s 
grand slam as the Trojans 
closed the game with a six-run 
outburst.

Dorsey went 3-for-4, while 
Kaitlyn Missamore was 2-for-3 
with a double.

Thursday: Ontario, Ore., 
8, Homedale 2 — The Tigers 
never trailed, scoring seven 
times in the fourth inning to 

build an 8-0 advantage in a 
non-conference game.

Ontario, a Class 4A team, 
remained unbeaten after 
four games as senior Lexi 
Navarrete led off the game at 
Sundance Park with a home 
run. Freshman Samantha 
Ray blasted a grand slam in 
Ontario’s big inning, which 
also featured a two-run double 
from Tessa Hart.

Homedale out-hit Ontario, 
9-6, but could get little offense 
going.

The Trojans scored their 
fi rst run in the bottom of the 
fourth when Amaya Carter 
walked with two outs and 
scored on Swallow’s base 
hit. Losing pitcher Olivia 
Cardenas got the fi rst of her 

two singles in between those 
at-bats.

Cardenas singled and scored 
on Grant’s two-out double in 
the sixth inning

Nash continued her hot start, 
going 2-for-4.

Homedale takes part in the 
massive WTP Spring Break 
Classic on Friday in Caldwell 
and Saturday in Nampa.

Homedale’s junior varsity 
squad challenges Hunter, Utah 
in a non-conference game 
at 4:30 p.m., on Thursday 
at Vallivue High School in 
Caldwell.

From Page 1B

√ Trojans: Varsity, JV teams scheduled to 
play games in Caldwell over spring break

HMS boys recognized 
for unbeaten season

The Homedale Middle 
School eighth-grade boys’ 
basketball team capped a 
second consecutive unbeaten 
season for that level.

Coached by Riley Qualls, 
Wayne Joyner and Matt Strong, 
the Trojans beat Fruitland, 61-
37, to win the 3A Snake River 
Valley conference tournament 
on Feb. 27 in Ontario, Ore.

HMS athletic director Karen 
Liebschwager shared the boys’ 
basketball success with school 
trustees during the March 
board meeting.

“Wayne did a great job with 
the B team,” she said in her 
report. “They worked hard 
all year and ended the season 
strong.”

The eighth-graders’ trip to 
the tournament was marked by 
a strong traveling fan base that 
brought several clever signs.

Homedale’s seventh-graders 
came within one game of going 
to the district championship, 
Liebschwager said.

The seventh-graders were 
coached by Benji Sorenson 
and Mike Frank. 
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Homedale gets cooperative weather station
Paperwork is still being processed to turn the local 

weather-watching apparatus at J.C. Watson Company 
in Homedale into a full-fl edged Cooperative Weather 
Service Station, one of roughly 120 located in 
Idaho operated in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service, part of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

A thermograph connected to thermometers has 
been installed at the company’s facility, allowing the 
temperature to be continuously and automatically 
reported around the clock, seven days a week, on 
special thermograph charts. A precipitation gauge is 
also in place to measure rainfall daily.

During the fruit frost danger period covering 
April and May, data from the local station will be 
broadcast from Boise every morning over NOAA 
Weather Radio, located at 162.55 Mhz on the radio 
dial, according to Thomas J. Egger, meteorologist 
for the NWS. Egger, who broadcasts the fruit frost 
forecast, said the Homedale station will be one of 
six in southwestern Idaho and southeastern Oregon 
contributing information for the daily program.

Funds raised for Homedale’s defi brillator
The Homedale Ambulance Association has raised 

the $6,700 it needed to purchase a defi brillator.
“Thanks to the generous donations from the 

community we’ve been able to match the $3,200 
grant we received from the Caldwell Trust,” Ida Burt, 
HAA president, said.

Burt said the Homedale merchants and businesses 
donations during Defi brillator Day, Dec. 16, 1988, 
raised $1,099.

The HAA crew added $500.53 to that by painting 
local businesses’ windows with Christmas scenes.

The Homedale Chamber’s Farmers Appreciation 
Breakfast at which the HAA crew cooked, raised 
another $133 for the defi brillators.

The HAA received another $500 in private 
donations, and $1,288 from the Homedale Trust.

Also, Owyhee Lanes & Restaurant has pledged to 
pay the shipping costs, Burt said.

Jordan Valley news
The regular election on Tuesday night included the 

vote on merging the high school and grade school 
districts as well as selection of new school board 
members.

Lee Ann Conro and Catherine Wilson were on the 
ballot for the grade school board, and Daniel Arritola 
opposed LaVonne Kasper for the high school board 
position. Richard Eiguren was unopposed for the 
opening on the Arock board.

The Jordan Valley Cemetery District had two 
candidates for the two positions that needed to be 
fi lled, Phil Jaca and Jim Zatica.

County Whittenberger Institute reps named
Lori Itano of Homedale and Jennifer Mathews of 

Rimrock High School have been selected as the two 
high school students to represent Owyhee County at 
the Whittenberger Summer Institute at The College 
of Idaho July 16-29.

The students will live at the Institute for two full 
weeks and receive two full weeks of instruction from 
master teachers across the United States.

They will be doing concentrated studies on Shakespeare 
and critical analysis of poetry and drama.

March 27, 1969

4-H leader’s service honored
Mrs. John Jesenko accepted a gift from Tami Uda, 

president of the Kitchen Maids 4-H club, at a surprise 
party last Wednesday at the home of Mrs. Bob Bauer, 
given by 21 members of the club.

Other offi cers are Aimee Zanks, vice-president; 
Patsy Salisbury, reporter; Robin Arima, treasurer; 
and Sheila Huter, recording secretary.

The gift was in appreciation of 19 years’ service as 
a leader of two 4-H clubs, Saints of the Skillet and 
Kitchen Maids. Mrs. Jesenko is presently an advisor.

Mrs. Bauer has taken over duties as leader with 
Mrs. Ray Huter assistant.

Easter egg hunt divided into two age groups
The annual Easter egg hunt sponsored by the 

Homedale Chamber of Commerce will be held on 
Saturday, April 5, at 10 o’clock at the city park.

It is requested that the smaller children up through 
third grade meet in the lower section of the park and 
fourth grade children on through 12 years of age meet 
in the high school parking lot.

The committee in charge of the hunt includes Don 
Shaffer, Paul Zatica, Reed Frye and Jim Duncan.

Homedale meets Council on TV quiz show
A team of ninth-graders from Homedale High 

School will compete against Council High School on 
Junior Varsity Quiz Saturday on Channel 7, KTVB.

Junior Varsity Quiz brings together top students 
from junior high schools in this area, competing on 
an academic fi eld.

The fi ve-member teams are selected by the schools 
on the basis of general knowledge and quick recall. 
Questions span every fi eld of interest and information 
from science to the fi ne arts.

The Homedale team is made up of Eileen George, 
Lynne Kushlan, Maxine Stansell, Diane Takasugi, 
Kevin Miyasako and Wayne Alora, fi ve of whom 
will compete.

Installs offi cers
The American Legion will meet on April 2 at 8 

o’clock in the Legion Hall at which time new offi cers 
for the year will be installed.

New offi cers are John Eason, commander; Bob 
Paxton, fi rst vice-commander; Bob Paxton, second 
vice-commander; Bob Bauer, adjutant; John Dexter, 
fi nance offi cers; Allen George, sergeant-at-arms; 
Allen Blessing, chaplain; Bert Adams, historian; 
Lester Carter, service officer; and Joe Eiguren, 
executive offi cer.

High school news
Appointment of editors for school publications 

during the 1969-70 term was announced this week by 
Dean Vance, high school journalism advisor.

Co-editors next year of the Trojan Timepiece school 
newspaper are Roy Eiguren and Dennis Tanikuni.

Editor of the Trojan school annual will be Betty 
Eidemiller.

Roy has been involved with the production of the 
annual and paper for the last two years. 

Dennis has also been a photographer for the annual 
and has been assistant editor for the school paper.

Betty has been the assistant editor for this year’s 
annual. She has also been active as a member of the 
paper staff. Betty has also served as a member of the 
school public relations team along with Roy.

March 28, 1874

THE SOUTH CHARIOT MINE – By invitation 
of, and in company with, Superintendent C.S. Miller, 
we took a trip through the South Chariot mine last 
Wednesday. We expected to see something good, 
but must confess that we were totally unprepared to 
behold the immense bodies of rich ore that met our 
gaze in the various drifts and winzes of the mine. The 
half had not been told us.

The 6th level has gone north into ore 300 feet in lengths, 
and is still be driven ahead, the face of the drift looking 
as well as usual. This immense chute of ore shows a vein 
in placers fully 5 feet wide, and will average at least  2½ 
feet throughout its entire length. On the 6th level, winze 
No. 1 has been connected with the 7th level in a solid vein 
of rich ore from top to bottom. Winze No. 2, 200 feet 
further north, is being sunk for the 2nd connection with 
the 7th level, and is now down 49 feet in splendid ore.

THE POLITICAL POT
Ed. Avalanche – I observe that various public spirited 

citizens of this county, as well as of other portions of 
the Territory, are beginning to throw themselves in 
sight as suitable victims for immolation on the altars 
of the public welfare at the ensuring general election 
next Fall. It is perhaps a little early to begin stirring 
the political pot, inasmuch as the election does not 
come off until next November, but I suppose they 
have little else to do, and they feel the importance of 
beginning in time. My only excuse for chipping in at 
the present time, and troubling you with this epistle, 
is because certain things are suggested to me by the 
movements of our local politicians, which things the 
spirit moves me to submit my following views.

Now that it has been bruited abroad that our present 
Delegate, Hon. John Hailey, has got enough of it, 
public expectation is agog to know who his successor 
will be. It seems to be taken for granted that some 
faithful Democrat will be rewarded for his devotion 
and patience with this prize, and the great question 
is, on looking over the dead level of mediocrity to 
choose from, who shall it be? Here is a whole brigade 
of privates, but nary a General.

So far as I have been able to judge, these patriotic 
and self-sacrifi cing mortals still look to old party 
organizations to furnish them transportation into 
power. I suppose we will have the same old party fi ght 
repeated here next Fall, with the same old routine of 
insipid details. We will have primaries, County and 
Territorial Conventions – Republican and Democratic. 
Of course each set will resolute vehemently against 
the other set, and that on our side alone depends the 
country’s salvation. The old threadbare tactics will 
be resorted to, the old stale buncombe repeated, and 
when the contest is ended, the result will be announced 
with the usual fl ourish – “Another glorious victory,” 
“Triumph of the right,” etc.

Is there a voter in Idaho Territory who can give 
a sensible reason why he should assist in the 
performance of the farce of putting a party ticket in 
the fi eld during the coming Summer, and electing 
it? Do the Republicans desire them to endorse the 
Credit Mobilier, back-pay-grab, and the various 
swindling schemes for which their party is more or 
less responsible? Do the Democrats want thus to 
endorse the public corruption so rampant in the State 
of New York as displayed in the career of Tweed? In 
present posture of affairs, a great many citizens of this 
Territory, as well as your humble servant, are getting 
badly mixed up in this thing. 



to face 2A WIC foe Nampa 
C h r i s t i a n  o n  t h e  r o a d 
Tuesday.

Thursday: Marsing 17, 
Wilder 16 — Hailee Bennett’s 
walk-off home run in the bottom 
of the seventh inning snapped a 
16-16 tie in a non-conference 
game on the Huskies’ fi eld.

The Class 1A Wildcats (0-4) 
tied the game, 16-16, in the top 
of the seventh inning.

N o  s t a t i s t i c s  w e r e 
provided.

Last Wednesday: Melba 28, 
Marsing 6 (5) — The Huskies 
got a front-row education as to 
why the Mustangs (5-1, 1-0) 
are one of the top teams in the 
state. The Mustangs closed out 
the game via the 10-run rule by 
scoring 13 times in the top of 
the fi fth inning.

Marsing starter Bennett 
struggled out of the gate, 
allowing eight runs in the fi rst 
inning alone. For the game, 
the senior allowed just seven 
hits but 29 runs in the Huskies’ 
conference opener.

Bennett struck out four 
batters but allowed 25 free 
passes.

The Huskies’ only hits in the 
game were singles by Ashley 
Loucks and Karla Salazar.

Melba starter Cindy Read, 
an Owyhee County resident, 
struck out 13 and pitched a 
complete-game two-hitter. She 
walked fi ve.

The Mustangs were led by 

Andrina Webster, who went 
3-for-3  and knocked in six 
runs. She had a double, walked 
twice and scored four runs.

At the plate, Read walked fi ve 
times, and three Melba starters, 
Esther Riley,  Owyheean 
Megan Bowman, and Camille 
Bangerter, received four bases-
on-balls each.

Besides Webster’s offensive 
output, Melba got hits from 
Annabelle Dickard, Bangerter, 
Bowman and Owyhee resident 

Kennedy Mickelson.
March 19: Horseshoe 

Bend 19, Marsing 18 — The 
Huskies opened the season 
on the road against the Class 
1A, Div. I Mustangs in coach 
Monique Smart’s fi rst game.

Bennett recorded a stand-up 
triple in the game, while fellow 
senior Fallon Lopez hit a hard 
double.

Loucks and sophomore 
Destiny Wood had two singles 
each.

Sports
Page 5BWednesday, March 27, 2019

  

MarsinG Huskies

Go Huskies!

Softball
Tuesday, April 2 at Nampa Christian, 5 p.m.

 

Friday, April 5 at Lynn Behrman, Parma H.S., 3:30 p.m.
 

Golf
Boys

Wednesday, April 3 at 2A Western Idaho Conference meet (9 holes), 
Ridgecrest GC, Nampa, 3 p.m.

Girls
Tuesday, April 2 at 2A WIC meet (9 holes), 

Riverbirch GC, Star, 3 p.m. 

482-0103

896-4536

Showalter Construction
Can you dig it?

896-4162

896-4815

Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company
337-4041

Softball
Fallon Lopez, sr., 1B

Double in season opener vs. 
Horseshoe Bend

AJ Ayuban, jr., triple jump
Won at New Plymouth with a PR 

of 38-11

AJ Ayuban parlayed a personal 
record into a championship at 
the New Plymouth track meet 
on Thursday.

The Marsing High School 
junior fi nished fi rst in a fi eld 
of 14 triple jumpers, with a 
winning distance of 38 feet, 11 
inches. He fi nished nearly 1½ 
feet ahead of Kelvin Pascacio 
of Nyssa.

Ayuban also placed fourth in 
the long jump at 18-6, a season 
best. He fi nished 18th in the 100 
meters with a time of 12.48 
seconds and was the third leg 
of the fourth-place 4x400 relay 
team (4:06.95).

Among the throwers, senior 
Taj Jacobi placed fourth in the 
shot put with a throw of 39-10. 
He was seventh in the discus 
at 98-02.

Boys
The Huskies set a slew of 

bests at the competition.
Chris Baham set a personal 

record in the 100, with a time of 
12.56 and placed 20th overall.

Trayton Jacobi placed 11th in 
the 200, fi nishing with a personal 
best time of 24.91. He led off the 
fourth-place 4x400 relay effort 
and fi nished sixth in the shot put 
with a throw of 38-2.

Junior Merrick Hall fi nished 
third in the high jump (5-6), 
two inches behind fi rst-place 
Covy Kelly of Garden Valley. 
He also ran the 200 in 25.64, 
good for 17th place, and fi nished 
sixth in the long jump (18-4).

Austin Pool just beat the 
1-minute mark in the 400 
(59.50), fi nishing seventh.

Renaldo Aguirre was the 
highest-ranked Husky in the 
800, crossing the line at 2 
minutes, 23.06 seconds, good 
for 11th place.

Senior Elias Orndorff placed 
just behind Trayton Jacobi in 
shot put (36-10) and Taj Jacobi 
in the discus (97-2).

Senior Christopher Even 
threw the discus 89 feet, good 
for 13th place.

Girls
Gabby Rodriguez was solid 

in the shot put, fi nishing fi fth in 
the fi eld of 34, with a personal-
record throw of 28-6. She also 
threw a personal-best 70-11 in 
the discus.

Freshman MarDee Hall was 
ninth in the shot put, throwing 
25-10.

Anahi Moreno Vargas was 
the Huskies’ highest fi nisher 
in the 100 (15.84), a season 
best, and 28th place overall. She 
also placed sixth in the 400 in 
a personal best 1:14.76.

Hailey Christiansen placed 
just behind Moreno Vargas in 
the 100 (16.06) and fi nished 
eighth in the 400 (1:19.12).

Senior Sefora Arriaga ran 
a season-best 15:28.93 in the 
3,200.

Christiansen and Moreno 
Vargas fi nished back-to-back 
in the long jump (12-4.75 and 
12-4.5).

Huskies sprinter wins NP 100
From Page 1B

√ Marsing: Melba rolls in conference start

Marsing’s Hailee Bennett pitches in last Wednesday’s 
conference-opening loss to visiting Melba.
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On the 
edge of 
common sense

Baxter Black, DVM

— See Innovators, Page 7B

From Washington

From the Statehouse
Gov. Brad Little

U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo
Republican (term expires 2022)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.
gov/contact/email.cfm
Committee assignments — Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs (chair); Finance; and Budget
Chief deputy whip

The gift
Seems like I ride a lot of borrowed horses. At folks’ 

ranches or trail rides, ropings or brandings they mount 
me ’cause I’m usually a long way from home. I often 
bring my own saddle. They offer to lend me a saddle 
as well, but I decline for personal reasons. Sometimes 
it’s the only way I can fi nd my own horse!

In the mornin’ when we saddle, I kinda hang back 
till the bunch is picked through and then see if I can 
spot anything familiar. After lunch I wander down 
the picket line lookin’ for my saddle.

My daughter and I would buy a few ol’ gummers 
every spring to calve out on our little patch of grass. 
She’d check ’em every day a’horseback and we’d 
run ’em all summer. I could ride out in the pasture in 
August, look ’em over, come back in the house and 
not remember what they look like. She can describe 
cows from fi ve years ago!

I fi gger it’s a gift.
Like some people can draw, some can sing and 

some can fi t a steer. There are some people who can 
look at a horse colt at two years of age and pick that 
sucker outta the string 12 years later. Or recognize a 
cow comin’ through the chute out of a herd of 400. 
Or a steer in the ropin’ box … “He drags a little.”

I used to think that they were puttin’ me on or show 
talkin’ to impress folks. But I’m convinced there are 
horsemen and cow people who dang sure really know 
that animal.

If I set my mind to it, I can make a point of checkin’ 
the animal out. Does he have three white stockings, 
is his tail black, did his ears get froze off, does he 
have one eye? Then I might remember him for a day 
or two. 

Maybe it’s just lack of attention on my part ... not 
payin’ attention to details. But I’ve always been like 
this. I’ve never seen a memory course for cowboys 
with my problem. But I’m sure I’m not the only one. 
It could begin with a few basics, i.e. sex, number 
of legs, species, color, broken limbs, tuberculosis, 
blindness.

But I’m convinced a person with a gift sees 
more than just physical characteristics. They see 
personality, movement, ability, potential ... they see 
the individual. I envy their gift. I wish I had part of 
it. But I guess I just have to be thankful that my dog 
remembers me and the family cat has three legs.

— Visit Baxter’s Web site at www.baxterblack.com 
for more features and to purchase Baxter Black books, 
CDs and DVDs. His newest book is “A Commotion 
in Rhyme.” When you order the new book, be sure 
to tell them you learned about it in The Owyhee 
Avalanche.

Think back on your favorite teacher. We all have 
one.

Mine was Mrs. Dresser, my second-grade teacher 
at Butte View Elementary in Emmett. Before Mrs. 
Dresser, reading felt like a chore to me. She brought 
joy to reading and set me on a path of learning that 
benefi ts me still today.

Undoubtedly there are moments in many teachers’ 
early careers when they internally debate whether to 
continue in their chosen profession because of low 
pay.

Last Wednesday, I signed my teacher pay bill, 
increasing starting teacher salaries to $40,000 a 
year. The Idaho Legislature passed the bill with 
overwhelming support. We are sending a clear signal 
to our teachers and Idahoans considering a career in 
education that we appreciate and value them.

We have a challenge retaining teachers in the 
early parts of their careers, particularly in rural, 
underserved, and border communities. About 15 
percent of Idaho’s teachers leave the workforce after 
just one year on the job, and one-third of teachers 
who become certifi ed in Idaho do not teach in an 
Idaho school.

Dedicated, high-quality, professional educators 

in Idaho classrooms are a huge factor in students’ 
long-term success and achievement. I want to ensure 
Idaho’s starting teachers are compensated fairly and 
competitively so they remain here and educate the 
next generation of Idahoans.

My teacher pay bill focuses on one key component of 
the teaching pipeline and career continuum: get more 
teachers trained and in Idaho classrooms. Our goal is 
to mentor them and pay them more as they progress in 
their careers and demonstrate student success.

Mrs. Dresser had more impact on me than she 
ever knew. Like all teachers, she loved learning and 
helping others learn. She had a heart for making a 
difference.

There are future “favorite teachers” all around us. I 
hope Idahoans considering a career in education feel 
encouraged by our efforts to increase starting teacher 
pay. We want them to know we appreciate their hard 
work, and we honor the commitment they make to 
our kids every day.

— Brad Little (R-Emmett) is in his fi rst term as 
Idaho governor. He previously served 10 years as 
lieutenant governor and was a state senator for 
nearly eight years.

Increase in starting pay helps 
attract, retain valued educators

Idaho innovators help promote 
safety, potential around world

In 2017 alone, 1,432 patent applications were fi led 
by residents of Idaho, and 752 patents were issued 
to Idahoans, according to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Offi ce (USPTO). USPTO reports 
that nearly the same number of patents (744) were 
issued to Idaho residents in 2018. Considering the 
innovative products and services already coming out 
of Idaho, it is no surprise that Idahoans continue to 
brim with ideas to make lives easier and better our 
communities and world. 

In recent months, I have had the opportunity 
to help recognize a couple of local innovators. In 
November, I met with Nate Roskam, with Because 
International, which was one of nine winners of the 
USPTO’s “Patents for Humanity” award, meant 
to honor innovators who used technology to meet 
global humanitarian challenges. The USPTO honored 
Because International for distributing 180,000 pairs of 
resizable shoes in over 95 countries. The company has 
been recognized for developing an expandable shoe to 
prolong the fi t of shoes for children around the world 
to protect them from soil-transmitted illnesses. 

I also had the opportunity to help honor Edmund 
O. Schweitzer, III, Ph.D., who is being inducted into 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame. My colleagues 
in the Idaho Congressional Delegation, Sen. James 
E. Risch, and Reps. Mike Simpson and Russ Fulcher, 
and I submitted a Congressional Record Statement 
to congratulate Dr. Schweitzer for receiving this 
award. 

The National Inventors Hall of Fame selected 
Dr. Schweitzer for this honor in recognition of him 
bringing “the first microprocessor-based digital 
protective relay to market, revolutionizing the 
performance of electric power systems with computer-
based protection and control equipment, and making 
a major impact in the electric power utility industry.” 
In 1982, he founded Schweitzer Engineering 
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√ Innovators: Idaho thinkers are developing solutions for home and abroad
From Page 6B

Americans for Limited Government

Laboratories, Inc., SEL, which has a manufacturing 
facility in Lewiston, to develop and manufacture 
digital protective relays and related products and 
services. In January, Dr. Schweitzer received his 200th 
patent pertaining to electric power system protection, 
metering, monitoring and control. 

These are examples of the many in our communities 
who are turning great ideas into practical tools 
that meet the demands of our ever-changing and 

modernizing society. Idahoans are fueling growth and 
feeding the world by creating innovative agricultural 
products and energy developments. Idahoans are 
establishing cutting-edge services that ease the way 
we do daily tasks. They are seeing a need in local 
communities and communities around the world and 
turning their ideas into solutions that keep people safe 
from harm and give children a chance to grow up and 
pursue their dreams. 

I am deeply proud of the know-how and ingenuity 

that is fl ourishing in Idaho, and I will continue to 
support federal policy that gives homegrown Idaho 
innovation every opportunity to take root, grow and 
succeed. 

— Republican Mike Crapo is Idaho’s senior 
member of the U. S. Senate. He is in his fourth six-
year term and has served in the Senate since 1999. 
Prior to that, he was a three-term Idaho Second 
District congressman.

Dear Dave,
I’ve heard you tell people 

to avoid debt consolidation 
companies. Why do you think 
debt consolidation is such a 
bad thing?

— Tom

Dear Tom,
The main reason is that debt 

consolidation makes you feel 
like you did something to 
really change your fi nancial 
world when you didn’t. That’s 
part of the catch. Believe it or 
not, I hear people all the time 
say things like, “I took out a 
loan, and paid off all my debt!” 
No, you didn’t. All you did was 
move your debt around. It’s 
still there!

In cases like this, the biggest 
issue remains because you 
didn’t do anything to address 

the real problems — you and 
your behavior. When you have 
debt, the number of payments 
you have left isn’t the problem. 
The problem isn’t interest 
rates, either. The problem is 
the person you look at in the 
mirror every day. 

Until you get mad enough 
about your fi nancial situation 
and the real reasons for it — 
until you fix you and your 
behavior — you’ll never make 
any progress toward winning 
with money!

— Dave

Dear Dave,
My husband and I  are 

following your plan, and we’re 
in the middle of saving up our 
emergency fund. When do you 
recommend buying a new car 
in the process? Do we have to 

wait until we’ve fi nished all the 
Baby Steps?

— Alanna

Dear Alanna,
I never advise buying a 

brand-new car, unless you 

have a net worth of at least 
$1 million. At that point, 
you’ve got enough assets that 
you won’t get rocked by the 
ridiculous depreciation that 
comes with buying a new 
vehicle.

Now, you don’t have to drive 
a beater until you pay off your 
house or anything like that. 
I advise people to drive the 
minimum they can in terms of 
a car until they complete my 
first three steps. Baby Step 
1 is a beginner emergency 
fund of $1,000. Baby Step 2 
is paying off all debt except 
for your home. Baby Step 3 is 
fully funding your emergency 
fund with three to six months 
of expenses.

After you’ve accomplished 
these fi rst three steps, then you 
can move up to a nicer car. 

Notice that I didn’t say move 
up to a new car. I want you to 
save up cash, and get a really 
nice used car. 

That’s what the typical 
millionaire does, and I want 
you to model your fi nancial 
behavior after people who are 
in the position you want to be 
in some day!

— Dave

—  Dave Ramsey is CEO 
of Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 15 million listeners 
each week on 600 radio 
stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave on the 
web at daveramsey.com and on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey. 

Behavioral changes, not consolidation, breaks the debt cycle

DAVE Says

by Rick Manning
Special Counsel Robert Mueller in his fi nal report 

to Attorney General William Barr determined that 
“[T]he investigation did not establish that members of 
the Trump Campaign conspired or coordinated with 
the Russian government in its election interference 
activities.”

Similarly, Barr and Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein after looking at Mueller’s report found “no 
actions that, in our judgment, constitute obstructive 
conduct, had a nexus to a pending or contemplated 
proceeding, and were done with corrupt intent, each 
of which, under the Department’s principles of federal 
prosecution guiding charging decisions, would need 
to be proven beyond a reasonable doubt to establish 
an obstruction-of-justice offense …”

Barr’s letter to Congress makes it clear that 
the president and all his team are unambiguously 
exonerated from having anything to do with Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. Mueller’s report, 
according to Barr, acknowledges that this alleged 
Russia collusion was a “primary consideration for 
the Special Counsel’s investigation …”

This should end forever the Democratic Party-
created fantasy that President Trump and his 
campaign were in some way working with the 
Russians to impact the results of 2016 presidential 
election.

This ends almost three years of investigation 

into candidate and then President Donald Trump in 
relation to Russia. Every media outlet owes President 
Trump a non-stop apology for their continued claims 
that there was a conspiracy and that his presidency 
was illegitimate.

Mueller ended his investigation with zero 
prosecutions of Trump campaign officials for 
conspiracy with Russia to hack the DNC and Podesta 
emails.

This false narrative driven by a toxic combination 
of the Clinton campaign, the Democratic National 
Committee and the Obama Justice Department, the 
FISA court, State Department, FBI, CIA and other 
foreign policy intelligence operatives demands that 
Barr immediately prosecute those involved in this 
destructive attack on our constitutional system of 
governance and the electoral process.

Many of the facts are already in the public domain, 
but justice demands declassifi cation of the internal 
Department of Justice documents used to justify this 
attempt to overthrow the results of a presidential 
election

Unfortunately, many will cling to the idea that 
somehow the president “obstructed justice” in this 
process as Mueller neither exonerates nor condemns 
the actions of the president or any member of his 
team in his report, leaving that determination to 
the attorney general. Barr and Rosenstein make it 
clear in their letter to Congress that there was no 

obstruction of justice, exonerating the president and 
his team because the essential elements of obstruction 
of justice were not found by the special counsel, 
including most importantly any underlying crime 
to obstruct.

Regardless of the Mueller report and the attorney 
general’s findings, the left will continue to cry 
obstruction of justice in the months ahead in an 
attempt to save face for dragging the nation through 
two years of doubt about the legitimacy of the 
Trump presidency. In doing so, the Democrats and 
some never-Trumpers will be making the underlying 
claim that an innocent person targeted in a criminal 
investigation has no right to defend themselves 
publicly during the course of that investigation. 
This is absurd on its face and is nothing more than 
an attempt to obscure their own roles in this sordid 
attempt to take down a duly elected president.

In light of the Mueller fi ndings, the president should 
immediately pardon anyone who was convicted 
of a process crime resulting from the Mueller 
investigation, and the attorney general should begin 
work on getting to the bottom of who perpetrated this 
Russia collusion fraud on the American public and 
begin the process of prosecuting them with the same 
vigor exhibited against the president and his team.

— Rick Manning is the president of Americans for 
Limited Government.

Report fi nds no collusion; prosecute those behind Russia hoax
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Sports
Homedale girls golf 
off to impressive start

Trojans second 
to SRV rival in 
Weiser Invite

Freshman Téa Uranga broke 
90 in her Homedale High 
School golf debut, leading the 
Trojans to seventh place at the 
Nampa Invitational.

“The girls did great (March 
19) for their fi rst tourney of 
the year,” HHS coach Casey 
Grove said.

Uranga shot a 13-over-par 
85 at Centennial Golf Course, 
fi nishing three strokes off the 
lead.

“I knew she was capable of 
shooting that, and I am glad 
she did for her first varsity 
tourney of her career,” Grove 
said.

Homedale shot 403, which 
was six shots behind sixth-
place Mountain View. Eagle 
won the tournament at 342.

Brooke Pfost was Homedale’s 
second-leading scorer at 102, 
and Grove called her the team’s 
“biggest surprise.”

“She has been putting in a 
lot of work in the offseason 
getting lessons, and it showed 
by her performance,” Grove 
said.

“She is really competitive, so 
I was really happy for her.”

Despite fi ghting an illness 

all week, Shanlee Swallow 
battled to a 104. Grove said 
she physically wasn’t 100 
percent during the 18-hole 
tournament.

Emma Parker fi red a 112, 
and Ashlyn Miller came in 
at 119.

“Emma and Ashlyn didn’t 
have their best day, but they 
did show glimpses of good 
golf,” Grove said. “It’s just 
a matter of consistency with 
high school golfers.”

Last Wednesday: Second 
at  Weiser Invi tat ional 
— Swallow seemed to recover 
even more, posting the Trojans’ 
lowest score in a nine-hole 
tournament at Rolling Hills 
Golf Course.

“We played pretty good as 
a team. After playing 18 holes 
the day before, it was nice to 
see the girls come back and 
make improvements from the 
previous day,” Grove said.

“The goal is to get a little 
better every match, so hopefully 
that trend continues.”

Swallow fi red a 12-over 48, 
finishing nine shots behind 
medalist Sara Lundberg from 
the hometown team, which 
also won the team title.

Swallow was tied for ninth 
with Weiser’s Faith Lee.

Uranga and Parker shot 49s 
to fi nish in a four-way tie for 
10th place.

Seth Dice cemented one win 
and sparked another last week 
for the Melba High School 
baseball team.

With non-conference play 
winding down, he had the 
game-winning hit in the ninth 
inning for a 4-3 win over Vale, 
Ore., on Friday.

On Saturday, he ripped a 
1-2 pitch for a two-run single 
to ignite the offense in the 
Mustangs’ seventh consecutive 
victory to open the season.

Melba pounded Payette, 
14-4, in a game that ended 
in the sixth inning after the 
Mustangs scored six times.

Henry Clark and Jake Svedin 
had singles in the sixth.

Mark Stradley won the game 
with help from relievers Tim 
Reinertson, an Owyhee County 
resident, and Abe Riley.

Stradley gave up four hits 
and four runs while striking 
out four in four innings.

Reinertson and Dice racked 
up three hits each for Melba. 
Reinertson also stole fi ve bases,  
and six Mustangs swiped at 
least two bases.

Dice also led the Mustangs’ 
flawless fielding, taking six 
chances without an error.

Friday: Melba 4, Vale, Ore., 
3 — Dice’s walk-off RBI single 
in the bottom of the ninth 
capped four unanswered runs.

Vale grabbed a 3-0 lead in 
the fourth inning behind RBI 
from Jason Ponce, Isael Lopez, 
and Tanner Hamilton.

Riley’s run-scoring single 
helped Melba knot the score, 
3-3, in the bottom of the fi fth.

Dillion Bodily took the win 
for Melba. He threw a two-
hitter over fi ve scoreless relief 
innings. He struck out four. 
Clark started on the mound 
for the Mustangs, allowing 
three runs on two hits over four 
innings. He fanned fi ve.

Dice helps Mustangs 
roll up more victories

Several girls 
register personal 

records

Caleb Smith sent a strong 
message that he was ready for 
the track season last week.

The Homedale High School 
junior dominated the boys’ 
sprints, winning the 100 and 
200 and cleaning up for the 
Trojans’ victorious 4x100-
meter relay team.

With Smith leading the way, 
Homedale’s boys fi nished third 
behind Fruitland and meet 
host Weiser on March 19 in 
Washington County. 

Junior Matthew Randall 
won the 1,600 meters in 5 
minutes, 16.06 seconds, and he 
was runner-up in the 3,200 at 
11:27.21. He also fi nished fi fth 
in the 800 at 2:21.01.

Sophomore Thomas Symms 
delivered in the discus again, 
flinging a 146-foot winning 
effort. He was fourth in the 
shot put at 38-4.

The Grizzlies swept both 
team titles, winning by more 
than 80 points over the Weiser 
boys and out-pacing the Weiser 
girls by 30 points.

Smith was out-pacing the 
fi eld, too.

He beat fellow junior Marcus 
Barinaga of Fruitland in both 
sprints. Smith got his rival 
by .26 of a second to win the 
100 in 11.3 seconds, and ran 
a 23.43 to defeat Barinaga in 
the 200.

The Trojans had four of the top 
fi ve times in the 200, including 
Keagan Christensen’s personal 
record. The son of new HHS 

coach Bobby Christensen was 
fourth, sandwiched between 
junior teammates Jake Collett 
(third at 24.78) and Gage 
Purdom (fi fth at 25.11).

Homedale sophomore Erik 
Hernandez fi nished fourth in 
the 100 at 12.03.

Collett, Hernandez and 
Smith got together with Jose 
Ojeda to beat Fruitland in the 
4x100 relay. The Trojans raced 
to a 45.28 time, more than a 
half-second faster than the 
Grizzlies.

Purdom was fi fth in the 400 
at 55.77.

S o p h o m o r e  G i o v a n n i 
Aguilera posted a personal-
record time of 11:38.73 to take 

sixth in the 3,200.
Sophomore John Breshears 

pulled off a personal-best throw 
of 31-7.5 to fi nish seventh in 
the shot put. He PR’d in the 
discus and fi nished 12th with a 
79-6. Freshman Alex Monreal 
was 13th with a PR of 77-11.

Nathan Cornwall claimed 
sixth in the triple jump with a 
personal-best 35-8. The senior 
was ninth in the long jump at 
16-1.

Freshman Josh Brown leapt 
to a 13th-place mark of 15-10 in 
the long jump and fl ew 32-11 
for 11th place in the triple jump. 
Both were personal bests.

Bryce Cornwall was seventh 
in the triple jump at 35-7.

Girls
Junior Maggie Johnson 

notched a personal-best time 
of 13.5 to fi nish fourth in the 
100 meters, and she was third 
in the 400 at 1:06.53.

Johnson anchored the 
Trojans’ fourth-place 4x100 
relay team. She joined Emily 
Craft, Natalia Martinez and 
Allison Whitehead to finish 
in 57.42.

Senior Kari Woods’ season-
best shot put throw of 26-3.75 
was good for fourth place. 

Three freshmen had their 
best throws of the season. 
Martinez was 11th at 23-0.75, 
Brooklyn Ashliman fi nished 
13th at 22-11, and Isabel Jacobs 
reached 21-7.

Jacobs also had a personal-
best throw of 85-2 to fi nish 
third in the discus, the best 
finish all afternoon for the 
Trojans’ girls’ team.

Craft was seventh in the high 
jump at 4-2.

HHS sprinter smokes Weiser fi eld

Maggie Johnson (left) takes the handoff from Homedale teammate Allison Whitehead to start 
the anchor leg of the 4x100-meter relay in Weiser. Photos by Machele Randall

Nathan Cornwall prepares to 
land during the triple jump.
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Public notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF 
PROPERTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
of a public auction sale of property 
by the City of Marsing, Idaho. Bids 
will be accepted until April 3, 2019 
at 5:00 p.m. at 425 Main Street, 
Marsing, Idaho. The property will 
be offered to the highest bidder 
and is listed as:  Honda EB11000 
gx620 Generator; 20HP; 14.9 kW; 
1,204.7 hrs; 9.5 kVA rated output; 
10.5 kVA max output.  Inquiries 
may be made to the offi ce of the 
Marsing City Clerk, 425 Main 
Street, Marsing, Idaho or by 
phone at (208) 896-4122.

03/27/2019

HOMEDALE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

for
ARCHITECTURAL/

ENGINEERING SERVICES
Homedale School District 

i s  s eek ing  S ta t emen t s  o f 
Qualifi cation from qualifi ed design 
teams to provide comprehensive 
Arch i tec tu ra l /Engineer ing 
Services for a variety of projects 
within the District.

To be considered, proposals 
must be received by 4:00 PM on 
April 15, 2019 at the Homedale 
School District Offi ce. ‘Request 
For Qualification’ packets will 
be available on March 20, 2019 
from the School District Offi ce: 
Homedale School District, 116 
E. Owyhee Avenue, Homedale, 
Idaho 83628, 208.337.4611.

All questions concerning this 
RFQ should be directed in writing 
to: Rob Sauer, Superintendent 
Homedale School District rsauer@
homedaleschools.org

03/20,27/2019

INVITATION TO BID
BUS MAINTENANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
Sealed bids will be received 
in the District Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools located 
in Bruneau, Idaho 83604, 39678 
State Highway 78, Telephone 
(208)-834-2260, until 5 o’clock 
p.m., April 09, 2019 for bus 
maintenance, materials and 
services for one year, 2019-
2020.

P lease  p ick  up  the  bus 
maintenance information packet 
with specifi cations and bid forms 
at the District Office, 39678 
State Highway 78 Bruneau, 
Idaho.  For additional details 
contact Superintendent, Ryan 
Cantrell at 208-834-2260 or Bus 
Transportation Supervisor, John 
Aquiso 208-599-2625. The bids 
will be opened at the regular 
board meeting April 09, 2019 
at Rimrock Jr. Sr. High School. 
Board Meeting is held at 7pm.

The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to accept the bid deemed 
best, or reject any and/or all bids 
and to waive any technicality.

By Order of the Board of 
Trustees

Joint School District No. 365
39678 State Highway 78
Bruneau, Idaho 83604
JayDene Aquiso
03/20,27,4/3,10/2019

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETING

Notice is hereby given that 
a meeting of the members of 
the MARSING COMMUNITY 
DISASTER FUND, an association 
will be held at eight (8:00) o’clock 
p.m., Tuesday, April 2, 2018 at 
the MARSING COMMUNITY 
CENTER for the purpose of 
electing (1) director-at-large for a 

term of 3 years, (3) area directors 
for a term of 3 years. One (1) each 
from the communities of Riverside 
area, Sunnyslope area, Knowlton 
Heights area, and Director-at-
large Thomas Ineck. Director-at-
large from within the Association 
boundaries, area directors, for 
the election of officers for the 
Association and any other business 
relative to the Annual Meeting. 
Jessica Showalter, Association 
Secretary.

03/20,27/2019

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
OWYHEE

MAGISTRATE DIVISION
Case No. CV37-19-00030

NOTICE OF HEARING RE: 
PETITION FOR

TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

FOR ADOPTION
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ADOPTION OF ESTRELLITA 
VA L A D E Z  a n d  J O U E 
AMEZQUITA, Minor Children. 
TO: FRANCISCO AMEZQUITA 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that SanJuana Valadez and David 
Zaragoza, have filed herein a 
Petition for Termination of Parent-
Child Relationship, Adoption,
Guardianship and Custody in the 
above-entitled matter, a copy is 
on file at the Owyhee County 
Courthouse.

Hearing has been set upon said 
Petition for Tuesday, the 23rd of 
April, 2019, at 10:30 o’clock a.m., 
at the Courtroom of the above-
entitled Court in Murphy, County 
of Owyhee, State of Idaho. YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
you have the right to have counsel 
represent you in this matter, and 
if counsel is requested by you 
and you are fi nancially unable to 
employ counsel, counsel shall be 
provided for you.

Y O U  A R E  F U RT H E R 
NOTIFIED that you are required 
to register your claim of paternity 
and your intent to support and 
exercise rights and responsibilities 
towards the above-named minor 
child with the Vital Statistics Unit 
of the State of Idaho Department 
of Health and Welfare, prior 
to the date of any termination 
proceeding, pursuant to Idaho 
Code Section 16-1513. YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
you must respond to the petition 
for adoption within twenty-one 
(21) days of service if you intend 
to intervene in or contest the 
adoption. YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED that you have twenty-
one (21) days from the date of 
service of this notice to file a 
written objection to this adoption 
pursuant to Idaho Code § 16-
1505(5) (a). If you fail to fi le a 
written objection to the adoption 
within the twenty-one (21) days 
after service of this Notice, you 
waive any right to further notice 
in connection with the adoption, 
forfeit all rights in relation to the 
adoptees, and are barred thereafter 
from bringing or maintaining any 
action to assert any interest in the 
adoptees.

DATED this 6th day of March, 
2019.

s:/ Robert Ward
HALL, FRIEDLY &WARD
Attorneys for Petitioners
03/13,20,27/2019

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN 

AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 

OWYHEE
CASE NO. CV37-19-00062
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF MARTIN D. 
REGIS, DECEASED, NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned was appointed 
Personal Representative of 
the above-named estate.  All 
persons having claims against the 
decedent or the estate are required 
to present their claims within four 
(4) months after the date of the 
fi rst publication of this Notice or 
said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must both be presented 
to the undersigned at address 
indicated, and fi led with the Clerk 
of the Court.
DATED: 03/08/2019
s:/Sherry L. Cooley, Personal 
Representative
c/o William L. Punkoney, ISB 
#8446
White Peterson Law Offi ce
A t t o r n e y s  f o r  P e r s o n a l 
Representative
03/20,27,4/03/2019

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

To be sold for cash at a 
Trustee’s Sale on August 7, 2019, 
09:00 AM at the In the Lobby, 
Owyhee County Courthouse, 
20381 Highway 78, Murphy, ID 
83650, the following described 
real property situated in Owyhee 
County, State of Idaho (“Real 
Property”): In Township 1 South, 
Range 2 West, B.M., Owyhee 
County, Idaho. Section 18: That 
portion of Government Lot 3 of 
Section 18, T1S, R2W, B.M., lying 
South and West of the High Line 
Canal. Excepting therefrom, any 
portion thereof which many lie 
within the East 330 feet of said Lot 
3. Together with a Manufactured 
Home affixed to and made a 
permanent part of the subject real 
property described as follows: 
Year: 1992 Make: KITM VIN: 
X9474B22SN14088AB Body: 
HS Model: TL System Ident. 
Number: Q3I032812 Commonly 
known as: 12946 Bailey Road, 
Melba, ID 83641-4302 Angela 
M. Fritzler and Eric J. Fritzler, as 
Grantors conveyed Real Property 
via a Trust Deed dated December 
29, 1998, in favor of North 
American Mortgage Company as 
Benefi ciary, in which Transnation 
Title & Escrow, Inc. was named 
as Trustee. The Trust Deed was 
recorded in Owyhee County, 
Idaho, on January 6, 1999, as 
Instrument No. 227119, and 
modifi ed pursuant to the following 
modifications: modification 
recorded on September 26, 
as Instrument No. 258249; 
modifi cation recorded on April 14, 
2009 as Instrument No. 267932; 
and modification recorded on 
December 7, 2012, as Instrument 
No. 279354, of Offi cial Records. 
The Deed of Trust was assigned 
for value as follows: Assignee: 
MidFirst Bank, a Federally 
Chartered Savings Association 
Assignment Dated: June 4, 2008 
Assignment Recorded: June 19, 
2008 Assignment Recording 
Information: Instrument No. 
265399 Benjamin J. Mann is 
the Successor Trustee pursuant 
to a Substitution of Trustee 
recorded in the office of the 
Clerk and Recorder of Owyhee, 
State of Idaho on June 26, 2017 
at Instrument No. 293070, of 
Offi cial Records. The Benefi ciary 
has declared a default in the terms 
of said Deed of Trust due to 
Grantor’s failure to make monthly 
payments beginning May 1, 2016, 
and each month subsequent, which 
monthly installments would have 

been applied on the principal and 
interest due on said obligation 
and other charges against the 
property or loan.  By reason 
of said default, the Benefi ciary 
has declared all sums owing on 
the obligation secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately due and 
payable.  The total amount due 
on this obligation is the principal 
sum of $107,462.86, interest in 
the sum of $13,056.75, escrow 
advances of $4,794.13, other 
amounts due and payable in the 
amount of $12,137.23, for a total 
amount owing of $137,450.97, 
plus accruing interest, late 
charges, and other fees and costs 
that may be incurred or advanced. 
The Benefi ciary anticipates and 
may disburse such amounts as 
may be required to preserve and 
protect the property and for real 
property taxes that may become 
due or delinquent, unless such 
amounts of taxes are paid by 
the Grantors.  If such amounts 
are paid by the Benefi ciary, the 
amounts or taxes will be added 
to the obligations secured by the 
Deed of Trust.  Other expenses to 
be charged against the proceeds 
of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs 
and expenses of the sale, and 
late charges, if any. Benefi ciary 
has elected, and has directed 
the Trustee to sell the above 
described property to satisfy the 
obligation. The sale is a public 
sale and any person, including 
the Benefi ciary, may bid at the 
sale.  The bid price must be paid 
immediately upon the close of 
bidding by certifi ed funds (valid 
money orders, certifi ed checks or 
cashier’s checks).  The conveyance 
will be made by Trustee’s Deed, 
without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty 
of title, express or implied, as 
the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without 
limitation, the sale is being made 
subject to all existing conditions, 
if any, of lead paint, mold or 
other environmental or health 
hazards. The Grantors, successor 
in interest to the Grantors, or any 
other person having an interest 
in the property, or any person 
named in IRC § 45-1506, has 
the right, at any time prior to 
the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Benefi ciary, or the successor in 
interest to the Beneficiary, the 
entire amount then due under the 
Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs 
and expenses actually incurred 
and attorney’s fees) other than 
such portion of the principal as 
would not then be due had no 
default occurred and by curing 
any other default complained 
of herein that is capable of 
being cured by tendering the 
performance required under the 
obligation or to cure the default, 
by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the 
obligation and Deed of Trust with 
Successor Trustee’s and attorney’s 
fees.  In the event that all defaults 
are cured the foreclosure will be 
dismissed and the foreclosure sale 
will be canceled. The scheduled 
Trustee’s Sale may be postponed 
by public proclamation up to 30 
days for any reason. If the Trustee 
is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall 
be the return of monies paid to 
the Successor Trustee and the 
successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. The above 
Grantors are named to comply 
with IRC § 45-1506(4)(a).  No 
representation is made that 
they are, or are not, presently 

responsible for this obligation. 
This is an attempt to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose. Dated 
this 22nd day of March, 2019. 
Benjamin J. Mann Substitute 
Trustee 376 East 400 South, Suite 
300, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Telephone: 801-355-2886 Offi ce 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM 
(MST) File No. 14907

3/27,4/3,4/10,4/17/2019

STATE TIMBER SALE
CR600199, SOUTH 
MOUNTAIN TON

A public oral auction will 
be conducted at  the Idaho 
Department of Lands office, 
8355 W. State Street, Boise, ID 
83714, at 10:00 a.m. local time, 
on Thursday, April 4, 2019 for an 
estimated 38,639 tons of timber, 
marked or otherwise designated 
for cutting.  In addition, there is 
an unestimated volume of forest 
products that may be removed at 
the option of the purchaser.    Prior 
to bidding, eligible bidders shall 
present a certifi ed check or bank 
draft payable to Treasurer, State 
of Idaho, or a bid bond acceptable 
to the State, in the amount of 
$120,282.08 which is 10% of 
the appraised net sale value of 
$1,202,820.76.  The average 
minimum bid price is $36.84 per 
TON. The successful bidder’s 
deposit will be forfeited to the 
State should the bidder fail to 
complete the contract.  The State 
will not accept bids from parties 
who are delinquent on payments 
on existing state contracts.

The sale is located within 
Sections 34 and 36, Township 07S, 
Range 05W, and Sections 1, 2, 3, 
11 and 12, Township 08S, Range 
05W, B.M., Owyhee County, 
State of Idaho.  Sale duration is 
4 years. The sale may include 
blowdown and/or insect and 
disease infected timber which may 
result in additional volume and 
recovery reductions.  Interested 
purchasers should carefully 
examine the sale and make their 
own estimates as to volume 
recovery, surface conditions, and 
proposed construction prior to 
bidding on the sale.  Additional 
information concerning the timber 
and conditions of sale is available 
to the public and interested bidders 
on the department’s timber sale 
website at http://web.idl.idaho.
gov/timbersale/Search.aspx or 
from the Idaho Department of 
Lands offi ce, Boise, Idaho.   
Please note purchaser insurance 
requirements posted on the timber 
sale website.

The Department of Lands, as 
authorized by the State Board of 
Land Commissioners reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids 
provided that good and suffi cient 
grounds for rejecting the bid shall 
be stated in the rejection notice 
and shall not be in violation of 
applicable law.

If you are disabled and need 
some form of accommodation, 
please call (208) 334-3488 fi ve 
days prior to the date of sale.  For 
text telephone services, please call 
1-800-377-3529.

03/13,20,27,04/03/2019

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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PUBLIC INFORMATION 
MEETING REGARDING 

FLOWING ARTESIAN 
WELLS - APRIL 3, 2019

Rimrock Junior – Senior 
High School 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 39678 State Highway 78, 
Bruneau, ID 83604. The purpose 
of this public information meeting 
is to educate well owners and 
the general public on State 
requirements and 2019 legislative 
changes regarding fl owing artesian 
wells.  The meeting will also 
address the Grandview – Bruneau 
Ground Water Management 
Area and Bruneau Ground 
Water Management District that 
have been in place for many 
years under the Department of 
Water Resources.  The meeting 
will provide time for questions 
from the public regarding these 
issues.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
contact Tom Neace at the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources at 
208-287-4935 or thomas.neace@
idwr.idaho.gov

03/27/2019

THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS HAVE 

BEEN FILED TO 
APPROPRIATE 

THE PUBLIC WATERS OF 
THE STATE OF IDAHO:
5 7 - 1 2 0 0 1  M I C H A E L 

ALEXANDER, CHARLOTTE 
ALEXANDER, 9474 FISH 
POND LN, MELBA, ID 83641-
4201 Point of Diversion SWNW 
S22 T01N R03W OWYHEE 
County Source SNAKE RIVER 
Tributary COLUMBIA RIVER 
Use:  IRRIGATION 03/01 to 
11/15 0.15 CFS Total Diversion: 
0.15 CFS Date Filed:  2/28/2019 
Place Of Use: IRRIGATION 
T01N R03W S21 L1(SENE) 
T01N  R03W  S22  SWNW Total 
Acres: 5

5 7 - 1 2 0 0 2  M I C H A E L 
ALEXANDER, CHARLOTTE 
ALEXANDER, 9474 FISH POND 
LN, MELBA, ID 83641-4201 
Point of Diversion L1(SENE) 
S21 T01N R03W OWYHEE 
C o u n t y  S o u r c e  S P R I N G 
Tributary SNAKE RIVER Use:  
IRRIGATION 03/01 to 11/15 0.05 
CFS Use: IRRIGATION FROM 
STORAGE 03/01 to 11/15 9 AF 

Use:  IRRIGATION STORAGE 
01/01 to 12/31 9 AF

Use:  WILDLIFE STORAGE 
01/01 to 12/31 0.12 AF Total 
Diversion: 0.05 CFS 9.1 AF Date 
Filed:  2/28/2019 Place Of Use: 
IRRIGATION, IRRIGATION 
S T O R A G E ,  W I L D L I F E 
STORAGE T01N R03W S21 L1 
(SENE) Total Acres:  1.8

Permits will be subject to all 
prior water rights. For additional 
information concerning the 
property locat ion,  contact 
Western Region offi ce at (208) 
334-2190; or for a full description 
of the right(s), please see www.
idwr.idaho.gov. Protests may be 
submitted based on the criteria 
of Idaho Code § 42-203A. Any 
protest against the approval of 
the application(s) must be fi led 
with the Director, Dept. of Water 
Resources, Western Region, 2735 
Airport Way, Boise ID 83705 
together with a protest fee of 
$25.00 for each application on or 
before 4/8/2019. The protestant 
must also send a copy of the 
protest to the applicant.

G A R Y  S P A C K M A N , 
Director  

03/20,27/2019

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

On Tuesday the 9th day of July, 
2019, at the hour of 11:00 o’clock 
a.m. of said day in the lobby of 
the Owyhee County Courthouse, 
20381 State Hwy. 78, Murphy, 
in the County of Owyhee, State 
of Idaho, Ryan M. Fawcett, as 
Successor Trustee, will sell at 
public auction, to the highest 
bidder, for cash, in lawful money 
of the United States, all payable 
at the time of sale, the following 
described real property situated in 
the County of Owyhee, State of 
Idaho, and described as follows, 
to wit: Lot 7 and 8 in Block 71 
of the Amended Townsite Plat 
of Homedale, Owyhee County, 
Idaho, according to the offi cial plat 
thereof on fi le and of record in the 
offi ce of the Recorder for Owyhee 
County, Idaho. The Successor 
Trustee has no knowledge of a 
more particular description of the 
above referenced real property, 
but for purposes of compliance 
with Section 60-113, Idaho Code, 

the Successor Trustee has been 
informed that the street address of 
18 E. Montana Ave., Homedale, 
ID 83628, is sometimes associated 
with said real property.

Said sale will be made without 
covenant or warranty regarding 
title, possession or encumbrances 
to satisfy the obligation secured 
by and pursuant to the power 
of sale conferred in the Deed of 
Trust executed by ISMAHEL 
CARDENAS, a Single Person, 
Grantor, to Ryan M. Fawcett, 
Successor Trustee, for the benefi t 
and security of MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC., recorded July 7, 
2015, as Instrument No. 287139, 
Mortgage records of Owyhee 
County, Idaho; and assigned to 
the IDAHO CENTRAL CREDIT 
UNION by Assignment of Deed 
of Trust recorded on January 23, 
2019, as Instrument No. 298720, 
Mortgage records of Owyhee 
County, Idaho.  THE ABOVE 
GRANTOR IS NAMED TO 
COMPLY WITH SECTION 45-
1506 (4)(a), IDAHO CODE.  NO 
REPRESENTATION IS MADE 
THAT HE IS, OR IS NOT, 
PRESENTLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS OBLIGATION.

The default for which this sale 
is to be made is the failure to pay 
when due, monthly installment 
payments under the Note dated 
June 29, 2015, in the amount of 
$245.32 each, for the months of 
September, 2018 through January, 
2019, inclusive; and for each and 
every month thereafter until date 
of sale or reimbursement.  All 
delinquent payments are now due, 
plus accumulated late charges, 
plus any costs or expenses 
associated with this foreclosure.  
The accrued interest is at the 
rate of 4.00% per annum from 
August 1, 2018.  The principal 
balance owing as of this date on 
the obligation secured by said 
Deed of Trust is $33,194.06, 
plus accrued interest at the rate 
of 4.00% per annum from August 
1, 2018.

DATED This 7th day of March, 
2019.

S:/Ryan M. Fawcett, a member 
of the Idaho State Bar

Successor Treustee
03/13,20,27,04/03/2019

The Owyhee Avalanche!

Tee up more business...

Sports

HOMEDALE JV SQUADS 
START BREAK AT HOME

Wilder sweeps Trojans
Homedale High School junior varsity player John 

Lejardi throws a pitch during the fi rst game of a non-
conference doubleheader against Wilder on Friday at 
John Jackson Field. Lejardi struck out four in the fi rst 
fi ve innings of a 6-1 loss. The Wildcats won the second 
game, 7-5. 

Trojans take part in Taylor Sauer tourney
Homedale High School junior varsity pitcher Emma 

Criffi eld, a freshman, delivers to the plate during 
Saturday’s 11-0 loss to the Sugar-Salem during the Taylor 
Sauer Memorial softball tournament at Sundance Park. 
Catcher Madison Miller was voted Most Valuable Player 
for Homedale, which also played JV teams from Vallivue 
and Gooding.
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Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY 
TO SUBSCRIBE TO 

THE OWYHEE AVALANCHE!
Digital Edition available to subscribers! 

Rubber 
Stamps

Made to order

The 
Owyhee

Avalanche
337-4681

www.deserthighrealestate.com.

Betty Stappler - Owner/Broker
cbetty2buyorsell@gmail.com

Marsing, Idaho
208-941-1020

www.deserthighrealestate.com

Reduced! Turnkey 40 acre ranch set up 
backed to BLM. Fenced, awesome metal 

buildings and comfortable home. $459,900

PARMA, IDAHO, 
HOP FARM FOREMAN
We are looking for the right per-
son to manage approximately 

-

-

-
-

401k plan after the probationary 

-

soobran-
 or email 

to -
plications are available at the JC 

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
Chimney

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner
Corwin Berg, Sales

SERVICES
Chad’s Lawn Care. Mowing, 
trimming, and all your lawn care 
needs. Free estimates. 208-695-
9950.
Skidsteer for hire. Bucket & 
fork work. Other attachments 
priced as needed. $45/hour (208) 
901-5675.
Sewing Lessons $35 per person. 
7-adult years. Includes machine 
and materials. Fridays and 
Saturdays. Call Angie at (208) 
859-0160.
Piano Lessons for beginners 
and intermediate. In Wilder/
Homedale area. $12.50 per 
lesson. (208) 600-2995.
Weekly Lawn Mowing, Call 
Tyrone Shippy for a free estimate 
@ 208-880-8466
Tino’s Yard Maintenance, 
LLC Mowing yards, trimming 
edges, pruning fruit trees, 
planting new plants, winter and 
summer clean-ups, removing 
unwanted plants, sprinkler 
repair, and much more. Faustino 
Fernandez 208-337-1345.
E x c a v a t i o n 
Services, Driveways, Ditches 
& Piping. Free Estimates - 
Licensed & Insured. Davco 
Services - Dave 208-631-4581
Affordable Fun Music 
Lessons. Piano, Guitar, Violin, 
Fiddle & Ukulele lessons. 
Private and Fun. All Ages & 
Levels. 208-283-5750
Tractor For Hire - Small 
acreage custom farming, disking, 
mowing, spraying, ripping, 6 ft. 
backhoe & loader work, pasture 
seeding. Free estimates, call 
Dave 208-249-1295.
Parker Tree Service 
Inc. Family operated since 1937. 
Specializing in tree trimming, 
pruning, removal. For the most 
reliable job & service call 208-
461-8733. Lic/insured.
Steel Buildings & Pole 
Barns. Shops, Airplane 
Hangers, Ag Buildings, Hay 
Covers, Riding Arenas. Visit 
millwardbuilders.com 208-941-
9502
Valley Powersports 
Repair Formerly Tim’s Small 
Engine Repair Specializing 
in ATV, UTV & Motorcycle 
servicing and repair. Tires, Tune-
Ups, Repairs & EFI Diagnostics. 
Complete service and repair on 
all makes and models. 30916 
Peckham Rd. Wilder 482-7461 
www.valleypowersport.com
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, 
Backups, Upgrades, Networking 
& more. Call Tom or Colette at 
208-896-4676 or 208-899-9419.

FOR SALE
Roll ends: Great for packing 
material, building res, lining 
birdcages or for your kids 
to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale

HELP WANTED
Grounds Keeper/
Handyman Experience 
preferred. Snake River RV 
Resort in Homedale. (208) 337-
3744.

FARM AND 
RANCH

Farm Sale Offset disk, 3 point, 4 
ft., HD, 20” blades, $800. Chisel 
Harrow, 8ft., $400. Spring-tooth 
Harrow, 7ft., with leveling bar 
and roller basket, $1200. A 
Dodge 94-98 brush guard and 
bumper, $400. 5 roll corrugater, 
$500, plus extra parts. 2 gang 
pull type Harrow, $175. An 
assortment of irrigation tubes. 
Charlie Wilson, (208) 250-4937.
Pole barns, outbuildings, sheds 
& house framing. Free estimates. 
J and S Construction Company, 
Marsing Idaho. John Nelson 
(208) 989-3344 or Dennis 
Nelson (541) 816-0545.
Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing/ trades/ 
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

FOR RENT
Marsing Storage Inc., Hwy 55 
& Van Rd. 10x10 units available, 
trailer spaces. Call 208-830-1641
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Sports

After scoring 85 runs in its 
fi rst four softball games, Melba 
High School was stymied 
Saturday.

But it didn’t last long.
Winning for the sixth time 

in seven games, Payette got 
away with a 9-1 victory in the 
fi rst game of a non-conference 
doubleheader against the 
visiting Mustangs.

Then Melba’s bats woke up 
for a 14-7 dust-down in the 
fi nale.

The Mustangs ended the 
week 5-1, including a 29-6 win 
over Marsing last Wednesday 
in the 2A Western Idaho 

Conference opener for both.
Game 1: Payette 9, Melba 

1 — Senior Jordyn Higley 
pitched a one-hitter for the 
Pirates, who trailed 1-0 after 
giving up an unearned run in 
the third inning.

Camille Bangerter was the 
only Melba player to get a hit 
against Higley, who emerged 
victorious after the Pirates 
scored three runs in the fi fth 
and six runs in the sixth.

Melba was hurt by seven 
errors that led to six unearned 
runs.

Game 2: Melba 14, Payette 
7 — The Mustangs ran away 

from the Pirates after scoring 
three second-inning runs to 
snap a 3-3 deadlock.

Bangerter tripled and scored 
two runs while knocking in 
two others.

Owyhee County resident 
Cindy Read collected four 
RBI while going 2-for-5 with a 
double. She struck out six and 
survived giving up 12 hits to 
get the win.

Andrina Webster had a 
double among her three hits 
and knocked in a pair of runs.

Esther Riley and Owyheean 
Megan Bowman scored three 
runs apiece.

Melba rebounds for softball split

Camille Bangerter rips a hit during the Mustangs’ 2A Western 
Idaho Conference-opening win over Marsing.

Twelve event wins propelled 
the Melba High School girls to 
a tri-meet victory last Wednes-
day in Nampa.

Kylahn Heritage won at 800, 
1,600 and 3,200 meters as the 
Mustangs cruised to a win over 
2A Western Idaho Conference 
rivals Cole Valley and Nampa 
Christian.

Owyhee County resident 
Jordan Dayley played a part 
in four wins.

The junior swept the hurdles, 
winning the 100 in a personal-
record time of 16.28, and tak-
ing the 300 in a season-best 
49.38.

She won the high jump with 
a 4-foot, 9-inch effort.

Dayley also teamed with Ko-
rtney Trappett, Telissa Chris-
tensen and Kate Clark as the 
Mustangs captured the 4x200 

relay by fi ve seconds over a 
Nampa Christian quartet.

Trappett claimed the 400 
with a PR of 1:05.06, winning 
by more than a second.

Senior Emily Oldham ex-
celled in the throws again, 
winning the shot put at 31-3, 
and dominating in the discus 
with a throw of 110-3. 

Freshman teammate Tayler 
McCoy was the closest com-
petitor in the shot put, pulling 
off a PR of 83-9 for second 
place.

Another senior, Emma Clark, 
was a two-time winner. She 
took the pole vault after clearing 
10 feet and captured the triple 
jump with a 36-10 effort. 

She was second in the long 
jump at 17-2.5 followed by 
Kate Clark, who had a third-
place mark of 15-6.5.

Emma Clark also had a 
runner-up showing in the 100 
meters at 12.58.

Kate Clark was second in 
the 200 with a PR of 27.62. 
She was fourth in the triple 
jump (31-10.5), and freshman 
teammate Christensen took 
third with a PR of 32-2.

Heritage was clocked at 2 
minutes, 33.93 seconds in the 
800, winning by nearly four 
seconds. She ran exactly six 
seconds faster than the runner-
up in the 1,600 (5:51.27), and 
enjoyed a 22-second cushion 
in the 3,200.

Teammate Marissa Cole was 
third in both the 1,600 (6:13.34) 
and the 3,200 (13:00.06).

Owyheean Lynae Richard-
son, a senior, tied for third in 
the 100 hurdles at 18.34. She 
was fi fth in the 300 hurdles 
(57.58).

Boys
The Mustangs came up with 

a lot of personal-best marks, 
but only one victory as Reagan 
Manzer ran a PR of 45.24 to 
win the 300 hurdles.

Sophomore Joey Bradshaw 
ran his best time (11.66) to 
fi nish sixth in the 100.

Junior Brock Luddeke had 
a PR of 25.02 for fi fth at 200 
meters.

Senior Dallin Forsgren ran 
a PR of 1:01.65 for fi fth place 
in the 400.

Manzer had more PRs. He 
was second in the 1,600 at 
4:54.45, and fi fth in the 800 
at 2:14.

Sophomore Joshua Leavitt 
was second in the 3,200 at 
10:44.52, and he ran a 5:01.79 
to fi nish fourth in the 1,600.

Owyhee County resident 
Stewart Stears grabbed third 
in the 110 hurdles (18.68) 
and the 300 hurdles (47.4). 
He also participated on the 
Mustangs’ third-place 4x100 
relay team.

Zane Helm, Luddeke, Brad-
shaw and Manzer put together 
a second-place run in the 4x400 
relay (3:56.99).

Hank Svedin logged a shot 
put PR of 31-9, fi nishing fourth 
in front of fellow Melba ju-
nior Trey Wilson based on 
attempts.

Wilson was second in the 
discus (96-8), while Luddeke 
got a PR of 82-3 to take fi fth. 
Svedin’s eighth-place 72-6 
also was a PR.

Sophomore Cameron Wood 
registered the best high jump 
of his career, clearing 5-2 for 
fourth place.

Helm’s long jump PR of 
16-8.5 was good for fourth 
place. Freshman teammate 
Kyler Oakes also had a PR in 
the long jump with his ninth-
place 15-8.

Helm was third in the triple 
jump at 35-7, while Wood fi n-
ished fi fth (33-8) and freshman 
Easton Draper sixth at 33-0.

Melba girls dominate tri-meet at Nampa Christian
Mustang boys pile on the PRs 
against 2A WIC competition

Antelopes relay teams run wild at New Plymouth meet
Adrian High School’s relay 

teams collected four victories 
Thursday in New Plymouth.

Shayla Griffi n led the girls’ 
relay teams to wins in the 
4x200-meter relay and the 
sprint medley relay.

Junior Wade Bond helped 
the Adrian boys to wins in the 
4x100 and 4x200 relay races.

Griffin and fellow senior 
Roby Young also notched 
some runner-up placings.

Griffi n ran the opening leg, 
and Young closed the effort 
as Adrian won the 4x200-
meter relay in 1 minute, 58.15 
seconds. Sadey Speelmon and 
Zoe Nelson also ran the relay.

Adrian also won the sprint 
medley relay in 2:03.93. 
Griffi n and Speelmon run 100 

meters each, and Young had 
a 200 leg before Riley Lucas 
fi nished out with a full lap on 
the Pilgrims’ track.

Young was second in the 
triple jump with a 32-foot, 
7-inch mark.

Griffi n turned in a 13.55 for 
second in the 100.

A freshman, Nelson was fi fth 
in the 200 at 29.53. She ran an 
eighth-place time of 14.15 in 
the 100.

Griffin, Lucas, Speelmon, 
and Young earned silver 
medals in the 4x100 with a 
time of 55.17.

Junior  Kenzie  Sorre l l 
fi nished third in the pole vault 
at 7-6.

Freshman Lizzy Nielson 
fi nished fi fth in the high jump 

at 4-6 and was seventh in the 
long jump with a 14-3.75 
effort.

Another  n in th-grader, 
Allyssa Dudley, fl ung the shot 
put 28-½ for seventh place.

Junior Wade Bond kicked off 
two relay race victories for the 
Adrian boys.

Bond, Ethan Sheets, Conley 
Mart in  and Clay Ready 
completed the 4x100 in 
47.19.

Bond, Sheets, Martin and 
third-leg athlete Gavin Bayes 
triumphed in the 4x200 relay 
in 1:39.79.

Bond was third in the 300 
hurdles with a personal-best of 
43.04. He ran to fi fth in the 200 
with a personal-record time 
of 24.22. Martin was seventh 

with another PR at 24.39.
A freshman, Martin ran the 

fastest boys’ 100 of his early 
career, finishing seventh at 
12.08.

Freshman Riley Griffin’s 
19.87 was good for fi fth in the 
110 hurdles.

Junior Logan Griffi n’s PR of 
1 minute, 38 seconds was good 
for 10th in the 400. Griffi n also 
had a PR for 13th-place in the 
800 at 5.61.

Senior John Ellsworth was 
10th in the 800 at 2:22.06.

Ninth-grader Bayes had one 
of Adrian’s other top 10s in 
the 300 hurdles, running to 
eighth place in 48.8. Junior 
Riley Bradford was 10th in a 
PR of 49.36.

Sophomore Ready was 10th 

in the shot put with a PR of 
34-4. Cole Kennedy-Gooch 
also got a PR at 31-9.

Manuel Aguirre finished 
seventh in the high jump with 
a 4-10 effort.

Sophomore Tim Werling 
posted a PR to fi nish ninth in 
the triple jump (32-2).
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Jordan Valley rancher 
improves effi ciency 

and production

Being good stewards of the land 
is a goal for all ranchers worth 
their salt. Making the best of what 
they’ve got and preserving and im-
proving their environment is in their 
thoughts and deeds.

The decision to make Jordan Val-
ley’s Josh Bruce 2018 Conservation-
ist of the Year was an easy one for 
the Owyhee Conservation District 
board of directors to make.

While introducing Bruce during 
January’s dinner at Marsing’s Sand-
bar Restaurant with a Cause, Tate 
Walters from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service said OCD’s 
decision was a logical one.

“Josh continues to look forward 
into the future at other opportuni-
ties to increase production in work-
ing agriculture while conserving re-
sources,” Walters said.

Bruce’s stewardship steps include 
signing up with the NRCS to im-
prove sage-grouse habitat and in-
stalling improved irrigation lines to 
conserve water.

Last summer, Bruce installed 
11,000 feet of gravity-fed buried 
main line with fl ood risers to con-
tinue fl ood irrigating his ranch. This 
allowed for better effi ciency with 
more production with less water, 

Bruce said.
“We hope to conserve 30 to 40 

percent of the water we were using, 
but at the same time keep all of the 
sloughs and drainages that are habi-
tat to various waterfowl and wild-
life,” he said.

The Bruce Ranch is located about 
seven miles outside the town of Jor-
dan Valley, where Josh, the son of 
Bob and Carol Bruce, grew up. He 
attended Pleasant Valley Elementary 
and graduated from Jordan Valley 
High School in 2000.

The 37-year-old received a 
Bachelor of Science in Business 

OCD CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR

Josh Bruce shows the 
heart of conservation

Josh Bruce received a plaque dur-
ing the Owyhee Conservation Dis-
trict’s annual banquet in Janaury.

–– See Conservation, Page 33
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Producers relying on the South 
Canal to help grow crops in 2019 
can expect their full allotment of 
irrigation water.

The Owyhee Project Joint Board 
set the tentative allotment at 4 acre-
feet for the South Canal during a 
meeting in Nyssa, Ore., on March 
19, South Board of Control manager 
John Eells said.

“With the projection with what we 
have for the snow in the watershed, 
there is enough water to bring us up 
to over the 4 acre-feet,” Eells said, 
adding that Owyhee Reservoir could 
reach capacity in the right situation.

“If it comes off right, it will be 
a fi ll, but you don’t know how it’s 
going to come off.”

There were 350,000 acre-feet 
of water in the Owyhee Reservoir 
last Wednesday, which Eells said is 
equivalent to 3 acre-feet.

Eells said operators who take their 
water from the Snake River (old 
Gem Irrigation District producers) 
also will get 4 acre-feet.

The tentative turn-on date has been 
set for Monday, April 8.

“We generally come on around the 
10th, so it’s just a normal turn-on,” 
Eells said. “It could change, but it’s 
weather-dependent.”

It takes about a week for the entire 
system to be charged with fresh 
water, he said.

The optimistic outlook for the 
runoff season stems from SNOTEL 
numbers popping up at measurement 
stations at South Mountain in 
southwest Owyhee County and Fawn 
Creek in Nevada. Both sites are 
within Owyhee Basin watershed.

Telemetry at both sites indicate 

water content of between 17 and 18 
inches in the snowpack. Fawn Creek 
has 5 feet of snow (60 inches), and 
South Mountain has 46 inches.

Even the lower-in-elevation Mud 
Flat station in Idaho, there’s water 
content of 7.7 inches in 22 inches of 
snow.

The snowpack was helped by 
a snowy February, and Idaho 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service water supply specialist 
Ron Abramovich said in a release 
that watersheds across the state 
benefi tted.

“Streamfl ow forecasts mirrored 
the weather and shot up like a 
good month on the stock market,” 
Abramovich said. 

“Above to well-above normal 
volumes are expected for all basins 
south of the Clearwater Basin, and 
normal runoff amounts are predicted 

Wet February charges 2019 water outlook
Marsing road work 
delivers new Gem 

infrastructure

–– See Water, Page 16

The Gem Irrigation District pumping plant sits along the Snake River, on Old Bruneau Highway. Irrigators who 
rely on the Snake River water in the old Gem district will receive a full allotment of 4 acre-feet in 2019.
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Owyheeans help 
advise USDA offi ce 
on policy, assistance

One man is closer to the beginning 
of his agricultural career than its end. 
Another has put in his work and is 
now enjoying the fruits of his labor.

But Seth Thomas of Oreana and 
David VanWassenhove of Marsing 
are still working for their brothers 
and sisters in farms (and ranches) 
as part of a panel advising program 
decisions for the local Farm Service 
Agency offi ce.

The Canyon/Ada/Owyhee Farm 
Service Agency County Committee 
meets at 9 a.m., on the third Tuesday 

of each month at the FSA service 
center, 2208 E. Chicago St., Ste. B, 
in Caldwell.

Thomas, 35, is the co-owner with 
his brother Logan of Thomas Cattle 
Co. He has been the committee chair 
for 14 months. Although he is in his 
initial three-year term on the U.S. 

–– See Committee, Page 7

The Farm Service Agency Ada-Canyon-Owyhee County Committee consists of:
Back row, from left: Gale Maslonka, Meridian area, LAA 5; Brian Jemmett, Parma area, LAA 1; and David 

VanWassenhove, Marsing, LAA 6. Front row, from left: Jaime Gonzalez, Meridian/Nampa area, LAA 3; Jessica 
Reynolds, Kuna area, LAA 4; and Dennis Evans, Middleton area, LAA 2, committee vice-chair. Not pictured: Seth 
Thomas, Oreana, LAA 7, committee chair

Photo by Farleigh Byers, program technician, Canyon/Ada/Owyhee County FSA Offi ce

Farm Service Agency county committee: 
Producers helping producers
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Department of Agriculture-affl iated 
board, Thomas decided to jump into 
the leadership role. 

“I have been fortunate to serve with 
very knowledgeable producers on 
the board,” Thomas said. “In sitting 
through meetings and listening to 
their experience and knowledge, I 
have learned a great deal.”

VanWassenhove, 65, viewed 
running for a spot on the County 
Offi ce Committee (COC) as a chance 
to educate himself further about how 
the panel of peers helps colleagues, 
something he had seen in action 
while running VanWho Inc.

“I was expecting to just learn a 
little more about how all of what the 
committee actually did worked,” the 
lifelong Owyhee County resident 
said.

“They kind of oversee the farm 
programs and make sure they’re 
being implemented the way they 
were intended.”

Committee members hail from 
geographically specifi c areas — 
called Local Administrative Areas 
(LAAs) — within the coverage 
boundaries of the FSA offi ce. 

VanWassenhove was elected 
to LAA 6 in November 2017. He 
succeeded Kathleen Smith the 

following January.
Thomas is in LAA 7, which 

includes all areas of Owyhee County 
except those covered by LAA 6 and 
the Duck Valley Indian Reservation. 
His fi rst term ends on Dec. 31, 
2019.

Most Canyon/Ada/Owyhee 
panelists are farmers, but 
VanWassenhove has learned in his 
fi rst term that FSA programs helped 
many cattle producers during the 
harsh winter of 2016-17.

“The biggest thing since I’ve 
been on there for me was seeing 

–– See Committee, Page 20

√ Committee: Local members want to learn, help
From Page 6

SERVING OWYHEE, CANYON 
& MALHEUR COUNTIES

Homedale
337-4664

Toll Free: 1-888-337-4664 

 Wilder
482-9210

Large selection of Hot Foods, 
Pizza & Sandwiches

FARM, RANCH & COMMERCIAL

FUEL DELIVERY

Sporting Goods
Fishing Supplies

Ammunition 
Idaho & Oregon
Fishing Licences

Professional, Quality 
Auto and Truck Repair 

Diesel Repair

We now carry
Classic Ropes

FRESH, HOT 

BREAKFAST & 

LUNCH ITEMS
EVERY 

WEEKDAY!

AG 2019AG 2019
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Owyhee County Dist. 2 Commissioner Kelly Aberasturi (right), who is also the county’s weed supervisor, talks 
about the county’s inventory of herbicide during a Northwest Owyhee County Weed Management Area meeting 
earlier this month in Marsing. Looking on are steering committee members Ray Mansisidor (left) and Elmon 
Thompson.

The Northwest Owyhee County 
Weed Management Area is marking 
its 10th anniversary this year by do-
ing what it has always done — fa-
cilitating a voluntary, cooperative 
working relationship between pri-
vate landowners and agencies on all 
three levels of government.

And that relationship is going 
strong if demand for chemical al-
ready this year is any indication.

“The phone is already ringing off 
the hook with (requests for weed 
spray),” NOCWMA administrative 
assistant Debbie Abel said at a re-
cent board meeting.

Based in Marsing, the NOCWMA 
has established a formal partnership 
with the Owyhee Conservation 
District, the governments of Owyhee 
County, Homedale and Marsing, 
the South Board of Control Gem 

Northwest Owyhee landowners, 
government agencies take aim at weeds

–– See Northwest, Page 11

NOCWMA Spray Day set April 13
Landowners within the 

Northwest Owyhee County Weed 
Management Area once again 
have a chance to pick up chemical 
free of charge to battle invasive 
weeds.

The annual Spray Day is set for 
Saturday, April 13.

Chemical will be distributed 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Service 
Center, 250 N. Bruneau Hwy., in 
Marsing. The scene shifts to the 
Owyhee County Fairgrounds in 
Homedale in the afternoon as 
herbicide will be available from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m.

Premixed Chlorsulfuron/Telar 
will be poured into certifi ed 
sprayers. The chemical can 

be applied as a pre-emergent 
to control puncturevine, also 
commonly called goat heads.

Only containers certifi ed for 
chemical applications will be 
fi lled. 

Organizers ask that participants 
ensure that their sprayers are in 
good working condition and that 
all fi ttings and valves are tight 
and leak-free. You can prefi ll your 
sprayer with water to test them.

For more information, contact 
Debbie Abel at (208) 896-4544 
ext 102 or email Debbie.Abel@
id.nacdnet.net or Tammie Hedges 
at (208) 845-2668 or email  
support@newenvironment.us.

–– See Spray, Page 9



To help fi ght the scourge of noxious 
weeds that plague Owyhee County 
and neighboring areas, the Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture has 
listed 64 of the most invasive weeds 
documented in the state.

To view the entire list and get 
complete information visit www.agri.
state.id.us/Categories/Plantsinsects/
NoxiousWeeds/weedlaws.php

Four noxious weeds that have 
been reported in southern Idaho 

for which folks should keep an eye 
out include Oxeye Daisy, Yellow 
Starthistle, Purple Loosestrife, and 
Yellow Toadfl ax.

NOCWMA also provides safety 
tips, which should be followed by 
anyone applying chemical to control 
weeds:

• Wear protective clothing, 
including boots, gloves, safety 
glasses, long sleeves and pants

• Do not let children spray because 
it can be hazardous to their health.

• Do not spray in temperatures 
above 85 degrees because of 
volatility, or in winds higher than 10 
mph because of overspray concerns.

• Do not spray near standing water, 
livestock tanks, gardens, or other 
vegetation

• Do not spray within 3 feet of 
desired vegetation, grass, fl owers, 
bushes, trees.

• Do not over or under spray 
chemical because targeted weeds 
can become resistant to chemical.  

Page 9March 27, 2019
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√ Spray: Only certifi ed sprayers will be fi lled
From Page 8

Your trusted
source.

208.468.1600 | northwestfcs.com

·  Real Estate Financing  ·  Country Home & Lot Loans
·  Operating Lines of Credit  ·  Crop Insurance*

We support agriculture and rural communities with 
reliable, consistent credit and financial services, 
today and tomorrow.

Here to Help You Grow
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Aquatic invasive 
was one of the fi rst 
problems tackled

The Eastern Owyhee Cooperative 
Weed Management Area (EOCW-
MA) is in its second decade of work 
to improve the natural resource.

The EOCWMA was formed in 
2008 with the mission to control nox-
ious weeds and reduce the number of 
infested acres within its boundaries.

The steering committee developed 
a plan to organize, assist and coor-
dinate landowner treatment efforts 
through tilling, burning and grazing 
as well as using chemicals and bio-
control agents to control and reduce 
noxious weeds.

The CWMA is divided into fi ve 
sectors — East Bruneau, West Bru-
neau, Grand View, Oreana and South 
of Grand View.

Its boundaries are from the west 
fork of Sinker Creek on the west to 
the Twin Falls County border on the 
east, and from the Snake River on the 
north to the Nevada border, includ-
ing the Idaho side of the Duck Val-
ley Indian Reservation on the south, 
following the Jordan Valley CWMA 
boundary along the Owyhee moun-
tain range to the west fork of Sinker 
Creek. The Eastern Owyhee CWMA 
also includes the Chattin Flats area 
in Elmore County along the north 
side of the Snake River.

The EOCWMA sees livestock 
grazing as a low-cost vegetation 
management tool with signifi cant 

return in weed control and fi re sup-
pression. Grazing also helps improve 
and enhance sage-grouse habitat.

Coordinator Rayola Jacobsen said 
in a report that coordination between 
the EOCWMA and Owyhee Sage-
Grouse Local Working Group and 
work with neighbors ensures that 
weed-fi ghting efforts do not harm 
the sage-grouse.

The EOCWMA has served as a 
unifying agent in the area, too.

One of the original goals of help-
ing landowners in the Bruneau Val-
ley address noxious weeds found in 
a fi ve-mile contiguous block of land 
has brought folks together in a work-
ing group. The efforts of the adjacent 
property owners have reduced the 
noxious weed biomass in the area 

signifi cantly, Jacobsen said.
“Enlisting neighbors in these ef-

forts fostered cooperative efforts and 
strengthened the EOCWMA’s ef-
forts to build working relationships 
as expressed by our logo “Neighbors 
working together to control noxious 
weeds,” she said.

Private landowners treated nox-
ious weeds on several thousand 
acres of private land in 2018 using 
different techniques:

• 5,212 acres by chemical applica-
tion

• 4,550 acres through grazing
• 5,750 acres by tilling
• 430 acres by burning
Landowners reached into their 

own pockets to reseed about 100 

Neighbors provide E. Owyhee 
weed success on land, in canals

The Eastern Owyhee County Weed Management Area (left on map) is 
bordered by the Bruneau River to the west, Twin Falls County to the east, 
the Snake River (in part) to the north, and the Nevada state line to the south. 
Map provided by Jordan Valley CWMA

–– See E. Owyhee, Page 19
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Irrigation District, the Opaline 
Irrigation District, and the Reynolds 
Creek Irrigation District as well as the 
Bureau of Land Management, Idaho 
Department of Lands, and the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game.

NOCMWA’s treatment area 
stretches into Canyon County. The 
region covered extends from the Or-
egon state line in Homedale to Silver 
City along the Snake River.

The Canyon County portion was 
added in 2010, when NOCWMA 
annexed the area along the Snake 
River in Homedale and Marsing to 
the upper southwestern shoreline of 
Lake Lowell.

The biggest outreach for the 
CWMA is its annual spray day, which 
will be held April 13 this year.

Last year, 108 landowners partici-

pated in the spray day, picking up 
chemical either at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Service Center 
in Marsing or at the Owyhee County 
Fairgrounds in Homedale.

From the spray day, 412 acres were 
treated for puncturevine control.

Throughout the rest of 2018, about 
200 landowners obtained chemical 
to treat other noxious weeds on the 
State of Idaho list, such as Whitetop, 
Canada and Scotch Thistle, Perenni-
al Pepperweed, Russian Knapweed, 
Poison Hemlock and others.

The offi cers on the NOCWMA 
steering committee have remained the 
same for the past four years — Chair-
man Kent Curtis, vice-chair Tim Volk 
and treasurer Elmon Thompson.

Landowners wanting to obtain 
chemical asked to call ahead to the 
NOCWMA offi ce at (208) 896-4544, 

ext. 102 to arrange pickup. Folks in 
the Homedale area can call Curtis at 
(208) 965-9568.

Other board members include 
Charles Kiester, Paddy Doyle and 
Ray Mansisidor.

In addition to Abel, Tammie 
Hughes also helps with staffi ng. Abel 
was hired after longtime Owyhee 
Conservation District administrative 
assistant Gina Millard retired.

Abel can be reached in the offi ce 
Monday through Friday at (208) 
896-4544, ext. 102 or via email at 
Debbie.Abel@id.nacdnet.net. Con-
tact Hughes at (208) 845-2668 or 
support@newenvironment.us.

“Gina … has been instrumental 
in keeping this program running 
smoothly, distributing herbicide to 
landowners in the Marsing area,” 
Hughes said.

√ Northwest: Scores of landowners take advantage
From Page 8
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Work continues in the Owyhee 
County Assessor’s Offi ce to get 
information to help determine 
agricultural land values.

Assessor Toni Gruenwald visited 
the Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association 
winter meeting last month in Oreana 
to lobby landowners to provide 
data.

“I have not received as many 
questionnaires back as I had hoped,” 
Gruenwald said last week.

She said she has reached out to 
OCA president Lorna Steiner again 
to see if she could help spread the 
word.

“We still have time to get these 

back from the producers,” Gruenwald 
said.

Gruenwald is especially concerned 
about dry graze land values because 
the Idaho State Tax Commission 
has developed a new land valuation 
formula.

“If I have the right information, 
this formula will work fi ne for 
Owyhee County,” Gruenwald said.

“If I do not get local information 
and have to use (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture) numbers, it raises the 
value per acre quite a bit.”

This was the point Gruenwald 
was trying to make with ranchers in 
February.

Last year, state tax commission 
offi cials felt that Owyhee County’s 
dry graze valuations were too low, 
according to Gruenwald.

The state argued that the land 
should be valued at $18 per animal 
unit, according to the USDA site, 
but county valuations placed the 
assessment at $7.60 per unit.

Dry graze values rose 20 percent 
last year after discussions with the 
tax commission.

“The reason I had to do that is I 
had no information. I had none. The 
state was able to tell me ‘Well, go 
up.’ ”

Gruenwald said the return 
of questionnaires that she has 
distributed to owners of ag land 

Assessor still looking for valuation 
info for county agricultural lands

Gruenwald said data from landowners 
could keep assessments down

–– See Valuation, Page 28

In an appearance at the Owyhee 
Cattlemen’s Association winter meet-
ing in Oreana last month, Owyhee 
County Assessor Toni Gruenwald 
talked about the importance of local 
input when determining agricultural 
land valuations.
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South Board of Control who’s who, 2019

Chair — Rick Smith, Div. 1
Vice-chair — Dennis Turner, Div. 3
Director, Div. 2 — Steve Clapier
Director, Div. 4 — Ryan Criffi eld
Director, Div. 5 — Chris Landa
Director, Ridgeview — Bret Nielson

Boards’ secretary/treasurer
Connie Chadez, Homedale

Watermaster
Ryan Nash, (208) 412-2065
Offi ce address — 118 S. 1st St. 

W., Homedale, 83628
Offi ce phone — (208) 337-3760
Email — offi ce@

southboardofcontrol.com
Next meetings — Starting at 

1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9 at the 
South Board offi ce, Homedale

Gem Irrigation District board of directors

Steve Clapier

Division 2
Steve Clapier
Homedale 

Serving since
2016

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2020

Dennis Turner

Vice-chair
Dennis Turner
Division 4
Homedale 

Serving since
2008

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2019

Ryan Criffi eld

Division 4
Ryan Criffi eld
Homedale 

Serving since
2013

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2021

Rick Smith

Chair
Rick Smith
Division 1
Marsing
 

Serving since
2012

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2020

Chris Landa

Division 5
Chris Landa
Homedale 

Serving since
2013

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2019

Ridgeview Irrigation District board of directors

Mark Aman

Vice-chair
Mark Aman
Ridgeview

Serving since
2012

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2020

Bret Nielson

Director
Bret Nielson
Ridgeview

Serving since
2007

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2019

John Lax

Chair 
John Lax
Ridgeview

Serving since
2016

Term expires
Dec. 31, 2021

John Eells

Manager 
John Eells
Marsing

South Board of Control

Directors

SBOC  ditch riders
No. 21 Clark Maybon

(208) 695-4535
No. 22 Dave Bowman

(208) 899-7581
No. 24 Andy Howard

(208) 869-1746
No. 25 Servando Zalazar

(208) 880-8187
No. 26 Kenny Woods

(208) 250-6083

AG 2019AG 2019
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Owyhee’s other irrigation boards
Reynolds Irrigation District

Div. 1 — Dean Young (2021)
Div. 2 — Lou Sanchez, vice-chair (2020)
Div. 3 — Jerry Hoagland, chair (2019)
Secretary
Brad Huff, (208) 495-2950
Ditch rider
Kris Davis, (208) 250-0193
Meeting time — First Thursday of the month, 1 p.m., 

Wilson School House

Opaline Irrigation District
Div. 1 — Zenaido Ponce, vice-chair (2020)
Div. 2 — Kenny Sevy, chair (2021)
Div. 3 — Dan Birmingham (2019)
Div. 4 — Charles Robertson (2020)
Div. 5 — Elias Jaca (2021)
Secretary
Pam Howard, (208) 896-5273
Email — opalineirrigationdistrict@hotmail.com
Watermaster and ditch rider 
Jeanine Anderson, (208) 896-2574
Meeting time — First Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., 

7300 Opaline Rd., Melba

Grandview Irrigation District
Div. 1 — Mark Frost, chair (2021)
Div. 2 — Buster Ridley (2020)
Div. 3 — Arnold Hipwell (2019)
Secretary
Dixie McDaniel, (208) 834-2350
Ditch rider
Evan Shaw, (208) 599-4780
Meeting time — First Tuesday of the month, 11 a.m., 

Grand View Irrigation District Offi ce, 645 Idaho Ave.

Snake River Irrigation District
Div. 1 — Ron Ridley, vice-chair (2020)
Div. 2 — Dan Whitted (2021)
Div. 3 — George Bennett, Jr., chair (2019)
Secretary
Dixie McDaniel (208) 834-2350
Ditch rider
Mike James, (208) 599-2828
Meeting time — First Wednesday of the month, 7 

p.m. (April through October), 1 p.m. (November through 
March), Grand View Irrigation District Offi ce, 645 Idaho 
Ave., Grand View

Grand View Mutual Canal Co.
Chair — Rohl Hipwell (2020)
Vice-chair — Randy Hipwell (2022)
Director — Jerry Meyers (2021)
Secretary
Dixie McDaniel, (208) 834-2350
Ditch rider
John Morrison, (208) 599-2310
Meeting time — First Monday of the month, 7 p.m., 

Grand View Irrigation District Offi ce, 645 Idaho Ave., 
Grand View. Shareholders meeting in February.

Upper Grand View Canal Co.
Chair —  Jens Schkada (2022)
Vice-chair — Billy Wolfe (2020)
Director — Charles Ensz (2021)
Secretary
Dixie McDaniel, (208) 834-2350
Ditch rider
John Morrison, (208)599-2310
Meeting time— Annual meeting is held the fi rst Monday 

in February. Special meetings as necessary.

Owyhee County’s other boards, including when directors’ terms expire, meeting information and contact information.

AG 2019AG 2019

Area irrigation district elections 
are coming up again in November, 
but some changes have already been 

seen.
Former Opaline Irrigation District 

secretary Dan Birmingham was 

appointed to serve as Division 3 
director earlier this year when Bruce 
Bradshaw told his colleagues last 

Irrigation boards shuffl e members 
in advance of November elections
Opaline has third Div. 3 director since 2017

–– See Elections, Page 29
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for northern Idaho.”
Earlier in March, the streamfl ow 

gauge on the Owyhee River in Rome, 
Ore., was off the charts, indicating a 
large infl ux of water into the Owyhee 
Reservoir.

“That was just because we had 
the rain and it picked up that lower 
water,” Eells said. “If it rains up there 
(in the watershed), it takes seven to 
eight hours for (the increased fl ow) 
to show up at the Rome gauge.”

February precipitation in the 
Owyhee and Bruneau basins was 
more than 200 percent above the 30-
year median. Likewise, the Owyhee 
snowpack was 137 percent above 
the 30-year average, and Bruneau 
was 127 percent above. 

According to NRCS data, the 
Surface Water Supply Index is at 
its highest in nearly 25 years in the 
Owyhee Basin. The Bruneau Basin 
SWSI is at 1.5, which is a 14-year 
high.

Both indicators forecast normal 
water years in both regions.

According to the NRCS, the SWSI 
provides a more comprehensive 
water availability outlook by 
combining streamfl ow forecasts and 
reservoir storage.

Although Eells is always watching 
the water, he has had his eye on 
Marsing-area construction projects 
as the water year approaches.

A South Board crew has been busy 
patching the upper siphon on Jump 
Creek, which is located near the 
Bureau of Land Management Jump 
Creek Recreation Area.

Eells said maintenance was 
necessary when a preseason 
inspection turned up a leak.

“We found a crack in it, and now 
they’re repairing it,” he said.

Two Gem Irrigation pipes have seen 
work during the early construction 
for the run-up to the Idaho highway 
55 rehabilitation in Marsing.

But Eells is confi dent that the 

third-party crews will fi nish the work 
before water starts fl owing.

The C Canal, which runs under 
Main Street near Marsing City Hall, 
has been upgraded with a new box 
culvert under the roadway, Eells 
said. Crews have been given until 
April 8 to complete the project.

Earlier in the winter, the Gem 
Irrigation’s drain ditch west of 
Marsing near John DeOsio’s 
fi reworks warehouse was also 
replaced.

Eells said things have gone 
smoothly even though the Idaho 
Transportation Department-
contracted companies and South 
Board maintenance crews have 
been sharing the same construction 
space.

“They’ll get it done,” he said of 
meeting the April 8 deadline. “We’re 
working around each other. We’ll be 
all right.”

— JPB

√ Water: Crews fi nishing Jump Creek siphon work
From Page 4

Construction work-
ers assemble part of 
the infrastructure for 
a drain ditch in the 
older portion of the 
Gem Irrigation Dis-
trict earlier this year. 
The ditch runs under 
Idaho highway 55 
(Main Street) in Mars-
ing, and the work was 
part of the rehabilita-
tion of the roadway. 
Crews also put in a 
new culvert for the 
section of C Canal 
that runs under Main 
Street in downtown 
Marsing.
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POOL YOUR

NOT YOUR
MONEY
WATER

Idaho Power’s Irrigation Efficiency Rewards Program offers 
incentives for replacing worn or damaged equipment. It is 
an opportunity to receive a cash incentive and lower your 
energy bill.

idahopower.com/irrigation
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–– See Jordan Valley, Page 22

The Jordan Valley Cooperative 
Weed Management Area lives up to 
its name with a network of landown-
ers and other offi cials banding to-
gether to improve habitat on 5 mil-
lion acres.

The CWMA encompasses state, 
private and Bureau of Land Man-
agement lands in Malheur County 

and Owyhee County.
The organization’s work, which 

stretches far beyond spraying weeds, 
helps improve rangeland health and 
sage-grouse habitat.

CWMA coordinator Eric Morri-
son said that the folks involved in 
the fi ght have developed common 
management objectives, set realis-

tic management priorities, facili-
tated effective treatment methods, 
and coordinated efforts along geo-
graphic boundaries with similar 
land types, use patterns, and prob-
lem species.  

The major noxious weeds within 
the CWMA are leafy spurge, hoary 
cress, perennial pepperweed, Scotch 
thistle, and diffuse, spotted, Rus-
sian knapweed, along with yellow 

One Jordan Valley Cooperative Weed Management Area project last year was spraying for Whitetop in the Squaw 
Creek area with equipment mounted on UTVs and tractors. Photo by JVCWMA

Jordan Valley CWMA work 
is about more than weeds
Group is integral to community-wide 

resource preservation effort



acres, and the remaining land was 
allowed to re-cover by natural veg-
etation, which Jacobsen said encour-
aged native species to recover.

The CWMA has also had a long-
time focus on Hydrilla, an invasive 
aquatic plant that showed up in the 
Bruneau River in December 2007 
and triggered an Early Invader Rapid 
Response (EDRR) in the CWMA.

Idaho State Department of Agri-
culture staff subsequently found Hy-
drilla in several canal systems.

Eradication efforts have brought a 
97 percent reduction of plants.

Last year’s efforts included:

• The Governor’s Offi ce of Spe-
cies Conservation carrying out weed 
treatment within the EOCWMA

• The treatment of 20 acres affect-
ed by Whitetop, which included any 
necessary reseeding.

• Ground restoration using state 
funding

• Annual grass treatment/bacteria 
research

• Fuel breaks establishment
• Continuing review of how areas 

affected by the 2015 Soda Fire have 
rehabilitated

• Treatment of juniper
• Fence marking to help further 

preserve the sage-grouse population

• The EOCWMA has provided 
equipment for the local Rural Fire 
Protection Associations

• Acquiring Idaho Department of 
Lands mobile technology

• Installing livestock watering sys-
tems to help ranchers improve graz-
ing management

• Wet meadow restoration
For more information on the 

CWMA, including 2019 efforts to 
control and reduce noxious weeds, 
contact Owyhee County weed su-
perintendent Kelly Aberasturi at 
(208) 249-4405, CWMA chair Eric 
Davis at (208) 845-2630 or Jacobsen 
at (208) 338-0019.
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√ E. Owyhee: Early efforts reduced Hydrilla plant
From Page 10

Our first farm and ranch policies date back to 1947. Their 
popularity was due to the fact that we understood people who 
made their living from the land. Today, some 65 years later, 
we’re the largest writer of farm and ranch insurance in Idaho.

If you’re in the market for a new policy, experience unmatched 
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the death loss of the different 
cattle,” VanWassenhove said. 
“You’ll never make a farmer whole 
with a government program. You 
assist them to try to help them stay 
afl oat.”

The committee gave input on 
indemnity and disaster payments 
during that time and continues to 
help during times of fl ood, wildfi re 
and drought loss.

The Caldwell offi ce staff, 
including Marsing resident Gwen 
Miller, prepares applications for 
assistance and other programs, and 
the committee reviews the needs. If 
a producer’s application is turned 
down, the committee sits as an 
appellate commission.

One example VanWassenhove 
gave was the COC approving one 
producer’s previously rejected 
application on a hardship because 
it was proven that he had missed 
the fi ling deadline only because of 
illness.

The committee reviews applications 
for assistance such as income safety-
net loans and payments. Members 
also provide input on setting county 
average yields for commodities.

“The COC and FSA are very 
important to other Owyhee County 
producers,” Thomas said. “FSA has 
many different programs to help any 
type of producer that’s just getting 
started or in times of need.”

The committee also advises on 
conservation programs, emergency 
programs and payment eligibility.

Most recently, the committee has 
been implementing changes brought 
by new federal laws, including the 
2018 Market Facilitation Program. 
Canyon/Ada/Owyhee FSA executive 

director Kyla Pearson said the new 
legislation provides direct payments 
to producers of several different 
commodities — including corn, 
wheat, dairy, hogs and sorghum — 

affected by export losses through 
“illegally retaliatory tariffs.”

“The COC reviews the applications 
and the production and determines if 
the applications should be approved 
or not, according to policy,” Pearson 
said.

Under the direction of the COC, the 
local FSA offi ce has made payments 
to dairy producers enrolled in the 
Margin Protection Program, which 
protects dairymen when their margin 
— the difference between all milk 
prices and average feed costs — falls 
below a certain amount selected by 
the individual operator.

VanWassenhove said the price 
support programs, such as margin 
protection, were a big help when 
he was actively farming corn seed, 
wheat, barley, alfalfa, silage corn 
and dry corn. He retired three years 
ago.

The COC also monitors the 
acreage reporting process. Farmers 
must submit the reports — twice a 
year in some cases — to maintain 
access to some USDA programs.

Both Thomas and VanWassenhove 
think that Owyhee County producers 
receive the same level of service and 
assistance from the federal programs 
despite the merger of county FSAs 
during the Obama administration. 
That merger closed the Owyhee 
County location.

“They’re still getting the help that’s 
needed,” VanWassenhove said. “It’s 
just not as convenient for a lot of the 
farmers to go to Caldwell as (it was) 
to have the offi ce in Marsing.”

Producers who are involved in 
federal programs are eligible to vote 
in COC elections, which happen 
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√ Committee: Local FSA director urges participation 
From Page 7

David VanWassenhove
Local Administrative Area 6
First term ends Dec. 31, 2020

Age — 65
Hometown — Marsing
Family — Wife Sharon 

(married 41 
years), chil-
dren Nate, 
Megan and 
Amy

Business 
— VanWho 
Inc. (retired 
three years)

Lifelong 
Owyhee County resident

Seth Thomas
Local Administrative Area 7

County committee chair
First term ends Dec. 31, 2019

Age — 35
Hometown — Oreana
Family — Wife Elizabeth 

(married 10 
years), chil-
dren Adeline 
and Rylan

Business 
— Co-own-
er, Thomas 
Cattle Co.

2 3 - y e a r 
O w y h e e 
County resident

–– See Committee, Page 21
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√ Committee: 
Nominate June 1
From Page 20
every year. Likewise, those same 
farmers and ranchers can run for 
offi ce, too.

In the most recent election, a 
former Homedale resident — Susi 
Larrocea Phillips — lost a rare 
contested election for LAA 5 in the 
Meridian area. Gale Maslonka won 
the election by 13 votes, 73-60.

It was the only contested race, but 
Pearson said the return rate of mail 
ballots from producers was low. 
Only 140 of the 1,291 eligible voters 
(11 percent) cast ballots in LAA 5. 
In LAA 4, where Jessica Reynolds 
was running, only 10 percent of the 
eligible farmers voted.

“It is important that county 
committees are comprised of 
members who fairly represent the 
diverse demographics of production 
agriculture for their community,” 
Pearson said.

“All producers, including women, 
minority and beginning farmers 
and ranchers, are encouraged to 
participate in the nomination and 
election process.”

The COC nomination period opens 
June 1, and the elections are held in 
December.

Thomas’ position is up for election 
this year. Vice-chair Dennis Evans 
(LAA 2) and LAA 3 rep Jaime 
Gonzalez also will see their three-
year terms end in December.

“I am proud to serve on a board 
with a great group of people and 
with an FSA offi ce that is well-
run, works great as a team and has 
the best interest of the producers in 
mind,” Thomas said.

— JPB
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–– See Jordan Valley, Page 23

starthistle and Rush skeletonweed.

Outreach and education
The CWMA also tries to raise 

awareness of the problems associat-
ed with noxious and invasive weeds 
with education outreach to the gen-
eral public, teachers and students, 
and local landowners.

One of the biggest educational op-
portunities comes each April during 
Owyhee Field Days for fi fth-graders 
at Owyhee Reservoir. Last year, 550 
students visited the CWMA station 
to learn about noxious weeds.

The CWMA plans to participate in 
Field Days again this year.

The organization also helps land-
owners maintain herbicide certifi -
cation though outreach events such 
as weed seminars, which have been 
held each year since 2004.

In January, 45 people attended the 
Winter Weed Seminar, and 120 re-
certifi cation credits were earned for 
Idaho and Oregon.

The seminar has provided an av-
erage of 100 recertifi cation credits 
each year to participants from Idaho, 
Oregon and Nevada.

CWMA offi cials also make ranch 
visits for one-on-one discussions 
about weed control issues and to help 
develop weed management plans.

“This has been a useful method of 
informing and educating landowners 
that do not have the time to attend 
monthly meeting,” Morrison said.

Staying connected
Jordan Valley rancher Dennis 

Stanford chairs the CWMA board, 
which consists of landowners and 
land managers within the CWMA. 

The board oversees the CMWA’s ac-
tions, but all decisions are made by 
landowners with county, state and 
federal partners acting in an advi-
sory role.

The CWMA holds meetings on 
the fourth Monday of the month at 
its offi ce on Swisher Avenue in Jor-
dan Valley

At these meetings, landowners 
may gather with representatives 
from the Oregon Department of Ag-
riculture, commercial pesticide ap-
plicators, Oregon and Idaho BLM, 
Owyhee and Malheur County weed 
departments, the Oregon Department 
of Transportation, and the Owyhee 
Watershed Council.  

“Both the Owyhee County and 
Malheur County Commissioners re-
main extremely supportive of our ef-
forts and progress to date,” Morrison 
wrote in a report for the Avalanche. 
“Cooperation among all of these in-
dividuals and agencies has been the 
key to the success of this CWMA.”

The coordinator position was cre-
ated in 2007 when the CWMA and 
Owyhee Watershed Council signed 
a contract.

As coordinator, Morrison assists 

with weed projects in Idaho and Or-
egon, and he’s responsible for sev-
eral endeavors:

• implement early detection rapid 
response (EDRR) to weed invasion;

provide public outreach, educa-
tion, and training;

• assist with grant applications;
• complete numerous reports such 

as end-of-year reports and annual 
operating plans;

• map and assist with treatment of 
noxious and invasive weeds;

• organize weed control projects 
and activities; and

• organize monthly CWMA meet-
ings

How funding helps
The Owyhee Cattlemen’s Heritage 

Foundation administers the cost-
share grant used for Idaho programs 
within the CWMA.

There are several different govern-
mental agencies in both Oregon and 
Idaho that provide CWMA funding 
each year.

The money is used for various 
noxious weed treatment projects, 

√ Jordan Valley: CWMA educates at Field Days
From Page 18

Funding sources
The Jordan Valley CWMA is funded solely through grant money 

from agencies in both Idaho and Oregon, including:
• Idaho State Department of Agriculture
• Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)  
• Oregon State Weed Board
• Malheur County Weed Advisory Board
• Malheur County Vector District
• Owyhee County Weed Department
• Owyhee Watershed Council
• Oregon Department of Lands
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MARSING FEED & SUPPLY
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Owyhee 
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√ Jordan Valley: Offi ce space used by many groups
From Page 18
including:

• Whitetop helicopter treatments 
on Upper Reynolds Creek, Cow 
Creek and the Jordan Valley area 
along with ground treatments in nu-
merous locations.

• Medusahead treatment at Parsnip 
Peak in Oregon in conjunction with 
the Owyhee Watershed Council, Or-
egon Department of Lands and pri-
vate landowners.  

• Jordan Valley Whitetop Spray 
Give-a-way has decreased the 
amount of whitetop in Jordan Valley 
by 85 percent in town.  

Morrison said the program’s 
success prompted the addition of 
Scotch thistle to the list of noxious 
weeds that can be treated with the 
pre-mixed herbicide.

• Twelve ranchers, Owyhee Coun-
ty, Malheur County and the JVCW-
MA sprayers treated whitetop at 
Johnstone Corral last year.

“This was the fi rst year of treat-
ment and the participants felt good 
about the job done and look forward 
to 2019 and the next treatment,” 
Morrison said.

The Johnstone Corral sits just 
north of the JV CWMA boundary, 
so coordination with the Northwest 
CWMA helped determine the best 
strategy, Morrison said.

But fi ghting weeds isn’t just the 
work of the CWMA.

Landowners treat hundreds of 
acres themselves with herbicides 
provided from grants through the 
state ag departments in Idaho and 
Oregon. 

More than 4,300 acres were treat-
ed in the Jordan Valley CWMA with 
the majority of the work aimed at 

Scotch thistle, perennial pepperweed 
and Russian knapweed.

A community mainstay
In addition to the spray day, the 

CWMA also has made equipment 
available for area landowners. Sev-
eral ranches each year have added 
either ATV sprayers or three-point 
sprayers for their use.  

The collaboration goes beyond 
weeds, too.

The Malheur County Vector Dis-
trict has partnered with the CWMA 

for offi ce space, keeping the Jordan 
Valley offi ce open and provided the 
vector district a physical location 
and phone access in town.

The CWMA offi ce has also been 
used by the BLM and landowners 
for permitee meetings, and by Or-
egon State Land for public comment 
meetings.

Local fi refi ghters utilize the space, 
too. The Jordan Valley Rangeland Fire 
District holds a spring organizational 

Jordan Valley CWMA board
• Dennis Stanford, chair
• Forest Fretwell, vice-chair
• Eric Morrison, CWMA coordinator
• Landowners John Stoddard, Vern Kershner, Clint Fillmore, and 

Owyhee County Dist. 1 Commissioner Jerry Hoagland
• Nicole Sullivan, Trout Unlimited
• Gary Page, Malheur County weed supervisor
• Dean Johnson, Idaho Department of Lands
• Lonnie Huter, BLM Idaho
• Lynne Silva, BLM Vale District
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meeting, and the Owyhee Rangeland 
Fire Protection Association has been 
holding meetings in the CWMA 
offi ce.  

“We feel that involvement in the 
community is vital in accomplishing 
our goal of working together,” Mor-
rison said.

Looking out for sage-grouse
Improving prime sage-grouse hab-

itat includes trying to get a handle on 
noxious weeds such as hoary cress 
and spotted knapweed, which Mor-
rison said is expanding at an alarm-
ing rate.

“The ranchers are working to curb 
the trend on private land and improve 
the habitat for sage-grouse and other 
wildlife in the area,” he said.

One example is ranchers increas-
ing the number of areas treated on 
upper Cow Creek to eliminate as 
much hoary cress as possible.

Morrison said ranchers and other 
weed fi ghters remain vigilant be-
cause the area is still susceptible to 
invasive and noxious weed expan-
sion in burned areas left behind by 

the 2015 Soda Fire.
The CWMA also has been part 

of the coalition carrying out juni-
per mastication, joining forces with 
Owyhee Sage-grouse Local Work-
ing Group, The Nature Conservan-
cy, and the federal Natural Resource 
Conservation Service.

More than 30,000 acres of juniper 
on private and state ground have 
been treated, and the results are ob-
vious. 

“Sites that were masticated in 
2009 have shown increased grass 
and forbs and return of sage-grouse 
to many sites,” Morrison said.

From Page 23

√ Jordan Valley: Invasive control helps sage-grouse

Looking ahead
Fighting weeds is a job that never ends for the Jordan Valley 

Cooperative Weed Management Area.
“Leafy spurge will continue to be our No. 1 priority in terms of 

mapping, treatment, and monitoring,” JV CWMA coordinator Eric 
Morrison said.

The CWMA will also focus on hoary cress, perennial pepperweed, 
Scotch thistle and diffuse, spotted, and Russian knapweed.

“These noxious weeds are becoming a major problem in portions of 
Malheur and Owyhee counties,” he said.

New on the hit list this year is puncturevine, but in a somewhat 
unique twist, the CWMA has a chance to control it.

“There is very little puncturevine within the CWMA, and we want 
to keep it from becoming a problem,” Morrison said.

The CWMA will continue to raise public awareness of noxious and 
invasive weeds, including new potential invaders such as salt cedar 
and squarrose knapweed.

The vigilance also will go forward on familiar species the CWMA 
has engaged for years.

One invading noxious weed in 
Owyhee County and neighboring 
counties is jointed goatgrass.

The weed is found mostly in 
wheat fi elds, but it survives along 
roadsides, waste areas, alfalfa fi elds, 
and pastures. 

A winter annual, jointed goatgrass 
reproduces by seed that is generally 
viable for three to fi ve years.

It can hybridize with winter wheat 
and reduce wheat crop yields.

The Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture has identifi ed jointed 
goatgrass as a noxious weed.

The weed is vegetatively similar 
to wheat in the seedling stage. Plants 
have upright stems that branch at 
the base, growing to around 2.5 feet 
tall.

It has a narrow, non-spreading 
spike of fl owers with the appearance 

Jointed goatgrass can affect wheat yields

–– See Goatgrass, Page 25

Goatgrass (left) is similar in 
appearance to winter wheat (center) 
and a hybrid.
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3435 Industrial Road
Homedale, ID 83628

Licensed in Idaho & Oregon

URIA 
PUMP

208-337-3954
Cell 208-249-1119

Service & Repair all Brands

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 

OWYHEE SEWER

208 337-4549

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS -

 INSTALLED/REPAIRED

OWYHEE SEWER

Ric  & Terri Uria 
Homedale

of a series of joints being stacked on 
top of each other. Each joint has two 
to six small fl owers.

Leaves are alternately arranged 
with long hairs on margins and 
sheaths. Leaf blades are fl at and are 
1/8- to ¼-inch wide.

The priority for controlling jointed 
goatgrass is preventing invasion 
in wheat fi elds and other areas. 
Beyond that, focus on controlling 
small populations, crop rotation and 
preventing jointed goatgrass seed 
production.

There are numerous herbicide 
products available to control jointed 
goatgrass depending on the areas and 

the timing of application. Applicators 
should always the chemical label 
when choosing which works best for 
circumstances.

Mechanical control options 
include:

• Destroying infestations in winter 
wheat fi elds

• Jointed goatgrass seed may 
remain viable in the soil for several 
years, but reinfestation can be 
prevented by rotating crops for at 
least three years to a late spring crop, 
such as millet or sorghum, or row 
crops or corn.

• To prevent goatgrass seed 
production, the infested area must 
not be planted to fall-sown grains. 

Weed managers
Northwest Owyhee CWMA

Debbie Abel — (208) 896-
4554, ext. 102 or Debbie.
Abel@id.nacdnet.net

Tammie Hedges — (208) 
845-2668 or support@
newenvironment.us

Jordan Valley CWMA
Eric Morrison — (541) 

586-3000 or jvcwma@
qwestoffi ce.net

Eastern Owyhee CWMA
Rayola Jacobson — (208) 

249-0234 or Rayola_1@msn.com
County weed supervisor
Kelly Aberasturi — (208) 

249-4405 or kaberasturi@
co.owyhee.id.us

√ Goatgrass: Crops can prevent it
From Page 24
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Another piece to the puzzle that 
is preserving the natural resource is 
the role of groups like the Owyhee 
Rangeland Fire Protection Associa-
tion (RFPA).

The nonprofi t organization was 
created in 2012, and its members 
— ranchers, farmers and rangeland 
permittees — work together to pre-
vent and suppress range fi res in the 
southwestern portion of Owyhee 
County.

The RFPA operates on donations 
and the annual fee of $250 paid by 
each member. Each year the group 
seeks donations to perpetuate its vi-
tal mission of protecting rangeland 
and other wildlands and wildlife.

Tax-deductible donations accepted 
or those who want to help but can’t 
actively fi ght fi res can sign up for 
associate memberships, which also 
carry an annual dues of $250.

Membership dues or donation 
checks can be mailed to ORFPA, 
P.O. Box 163, Jordan Valley, OR 
97910. Call association secretary/
treasurer Lisa MacKenzie at (208) 
583-2354 for more information.

The rest of the Owyhee RFPA 
board includes:

• President — Teo Maestrejuan
• Vice-president — Winston Gam-

mett
• Directors — Kenny Kershner, 

Daniel Richards, Mitch Hipwell, 
David MacKenzie, Mike Stanford 
and Ted Blackstock

The Owyhee RFPA plays a key 
role in defending ranchers’ liveli-
hoods as well as protecting and en-

Ranchers work tirelessly to 
keep rangeland safe from fi re

Mandatory training set for new 
and veteran range fi refi ghters

Continuous training is necessary 
to keep Owyhee Rangeland Fire 
Protection Association fi refi ghters 
certifi ed.

But the RFPA is always looking 
for new recruit to bolster its 
network of volunteers to help 
knock down wildfi res in southwest 
Owyhee County before they get 
out of hand.

There are two opportunities for 
current members of the Owyhee 
RFPA and other local RFPAs 
to get their mandatory annual 
refresher training taken care of:

• 2 p.m., Wednesday, April 3 
— Jordan Valley Lions Hall, 902 
Bassett St. (U.S. Highway 95), in 
Jordan Valley

• 4 p.m., Thursday, April 4 
— University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension Offi ce, 238 8th 
Ave. W., in Marsing

RFPA members who still have 

their radios are asked to bring 
them so they can be tested.

Successful completion of the 
training maintains certifi cation 
and enables a RFPA member to 
continue fi ghting fi res of land 
in Idaho that’s managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management.

Anyone interested in joining the 
RFPA must undergo new member 
training.

A new member class will be 
held on Wednesday and Thursday, 
April 24-25, and Monday and 
Tuesday, April 29-30 at the U of I 
Owyhee County Extension Offi ce 
in Marsing.

RFPA secretary/treasurer Lisa 
MacKenzie must receive an RSVP 
from prospective students by 
Monday so she can obtain enough 
supplies for all participants.

Call MacKenzie at (208) 583-
2354.

hancing wildlife habitat for elk, deer, 
antelope, sage-grouse and other na-
tive species.

In fact, much of the area the RFPA 
protects is prime sage-grouse habi-
tat, and the quick response and rapid 
attack that RFPA members can pro-
vide is crucial to preserving habitat 
from devastating fi res.

Local “boots on the ground” also 

can help minimize a fi re’s impact be-
cause RFPA members know the lay 
of the land on which they work.

A formal RFPA is necessary to sat-
isfy governmental agencies’ safety 
concerns, and this is accomplished 
through ongoing training of its 
members to maintain a cooperative 

–– See Rangeland, Page 27



and coordinated approach with gov-
ernment management entities such 
as the Bureau of Land Management.

Through training, the RFPA mem-
bers can be legally authorized to 
fi ght fi res on public lands, leased 
lands and public lands adjacent to 
private lands.

The RFPA’s objective is to reduce 
and eliminate large, destructive 

wildfi res through suppression and 
early intervention. Essentially, quick 
response from RFPA members can 
save valuable time and keep fi res 
small once they are spotted. Often, it 
can take state or federal fi refi ghters 
hours to respond to the scene.

Donations and grants help the 
Owyhee RFPA equip member ranch-
ers and landowners with vital tools, 
such as engines, truck, water tanks, 

protective gear and radios and fi rst 
aid kits.

The RFPA owns some of the equip-
ment, while individual ranchers own 
some of the equipment, too.

RFPA proponents say that it is dif-
fi cult to estimate the amount of time 
and resources members donate be-
cause ranchers typically underesti-
mate the value of their contribution 
of time spent and equipment used.
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will give her the data she needs to 
hold off another attempt by the state 
to raise values in accordance with 
federal estimates.

Reynolds Creek rancher Brenda 
Richards, who is heavily involved in 
land issues, stressed the importance 
of local information, too.

“If she has (local statistics), this 
will give her the power to talk about 
our county on a separate level than 
the (general) statistics because the 
statistics do not fairly represent 
what’s going on in Owyhee County,” 
Richards said.

Unlike irrigated ag land valuation, 
the dry graze formula does not use 
rent per acre.

The dry graze formula is a 
complicated equation in which the 
average value of per cow/calf pair is 
multipled by the number of months 
the animals can be grazed to fi nd 

the gross income. A dollar fi gure on 
expenses is obtained by multiplying 
the project gross income with 
expense percentages.

The effective gross income is 
determined by subtracting expenses 
from the projected gross income. 
That fi gure is further distilled to 
gross income per acre by dividing 
the effective gross income by the 
average amount of acres needed to 
support a cow/calf pair.

Dividing the gross income per 
acre by the cap rate will determine 
the average value per acre.

According to valuation 
comparisons from 2018 that 
Gruenwald provided, Owyhee 
County’s assessed value per acre for 
dry graze was between $30 and $38 
per acre, which was the third-lowest 
range in the state.

Shoshone and Benwah counties 
in northern Idaho were the highest 

with an average of $271 to $754 per 
acre.

Owyhee County was in the middle 
of the pack for 2018 assessed value 
for irrigation ag land. Median values 
were between $736 and $1,092 per 
acre.

The irrigated ag land valuation 
formula divides net rent per acre by 
the total cap rate (state cap rate plus 
the median local tax rate).

Net rent per acre is determined 
thusly: median rent per acre minus 
water costs minus management 
fees.

Owyhee County’s 2018 irrigated 
grazing land valuations were between 
$296 and $395 per acre, which is the 
third lowest category in the state.

Meadow land valuations were 
$171 to $280 per acre in 2018, the 
second-lowest range in Idaho.

— JPB

From Page 12

√ Valuation: County land values rank near bottom

The Owyhee Avalanche!

Tee up more business...



month that he would have to resign.
The Division 3 seat is up for 

election on Nov. 5.
Bradshaw had been the Division 3 

supervisor since 2017 when he was 
appointed to succeed longtime board 
member Jay Hall, who announced 
his retirement.

Birmingham was appointed to the 
board months after resigning as the 
district secretary, a position now 
held by Pam Howard.

The Division 3 directorship is the 
only Opaline board position up for 
election in the fall. 

Vice-chair Zenaido Ponce 
and Division 4 director Charles 
Robertson will be up for re-election 
in 2020, while Division 2 director 

and board chair Kenny Sevy and 
Division 5 director Elias Jaca are 
due in 2021.

Other elected irrigation board 
positions that could be on the ballot 
this fall include:

• Jerry Hoagland, chair and 
Reynolds Irrigation District Division 
3 director

• Arnold Hipwell, vice-chair 
and Grand View Irrigation District 
Division 3 director

• George Bennett, Jr., chair and 
Snake River Irrigation District 
Division 3 director

• Dennis Turner, Division 3 
director and vice-chair of Gem 
Irrigation District

• Chris Landa, Division 3 director 
of Gem Irrigation District

• Bret Nielson, Ridgeview 
Irrigation District. Nielson’s board 
position is subject to Oregon election 
regulations. The 40-day fi ling period 
for the Nov. 12 mail-ballot election 
runs from Aug. 30 to Oct. 9.

Turner, Landa and Nielson also sit 
on the South Board of Control.

Upper Grand View Canal Co., 
named Jens Schkade chair during its 
February meeting. Schkade replaced 
Hipwell, who is still a director for 
the Grand View Irrigation District.

Candidate nomination forms 
for Idaho-based district boards in 
the county will be accepted at the 
respective irrigation district offi ces 
between Sept. 6 and Sept. 22.

— TK
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√ Elections: Former secretary now Opaline director

Idaho’s Cowboy Supply Your One Stop 
Western Shop!

www.idahoscowboysupply.com

208-459-1571 415 N. 21st Ave. 
Caldwell, Idaho

CROSSFIRE - Tough & Affordable SILVER EAGLE - Motorcycle Trailer LIVING QUARTERS - Luxury Trailer

We have a full line repair 
shop for aluminum & 

steel trailers, including 
parts & hitches!

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS 
WELCOMe
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As the weather warms up, people 
begin to look for fun and interesting 
things to do outdoors. Sometimes 
it’s something new, but sometimes 
folks lean on the old standards.

When the Homedale Farmer’s 
Market kicks off again this year in 
Bette Uda City Park, it will be the 
organization’s seventh season of 
fresh produce, pastries, arts and 

crafts, and more.
This year’s market received a 

boost in funding from a $2,000 
Whole Kids Foundation grant.

According to Farmer’s Market 
president Denise Dixon, who 
has been with the group since its 
inception in 2013, the Austin, Texas-
based foundation supports schools, 
projects, and gardens.

“They inspire families to improve 
children’s nutrition and wellness,” 
she said. “They have special 
projects, such as bee-box grants and 
community grants to help keep the 
community healthy and active.”

She said that her initial request was 
for $6,000, but because the market 
only received one-third that amount, 
she will have to be very selective 
with what to do with those funds. 

According to Homedale public 
works supervisor Bret Smith, the city 
has authorized the use of a 60-foot-
by-40-foot piece of land between 
the city swimming pool and the 
Riverside RV park for a community 
garden.

Dixon said she is expecting the 
grant money within a month and will 

Grant to grow Farmer’s Market 
community garden concept

Homedale group gets 
ready for another 

season of fresh sales

Youth crowd around the Little Acres Jams booth last July during a Homedale Farmers Market night at Bette Uda 
City Park. Market organizers are offering children a chance to sell again this year, and three days of workshops are 
scheduled in May.

–– See Market, Page 31



use it to help fence the area and put 
in raised garden boxes.

She said she plans to put together 
a garden committee including 
community members interested 
in helping with the project. This 
committee will meet to decide on 
priorities and work on the garden.

The community garden will serve 
as a hands-on classroom for the 
market’s “Cultivate” to teach boys 
and girls how to plant, care for and 
harvest garden products.

“Watching something grow, 
knowing you had a part in planting it, 
can be quite exciting and motivating 
to growing your own food,” Dixon 
said.

The garden will not only be 
available to the Farmer’s Market but 
will also be open to other organized 
groups that could benefi t from the 
space, including FFA students, as 
well as local senior citizens involved 
in projects.

“There is nothing like pairing 
children with our senior citizens,” 
Dixon said.

The market uses its children’s 
nutrition program to help support 
healthy living for local youth. The 
children received tokens at the end 
of each class to purchase fruits and 
vegetables from that day’s vendors 
to take home and share with family.

Important market dates to keep in 
mind:

• May 4 and 11 — Annual spring 
plant sale, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Bette 
Uda City Park. Garden plants, 
fl owers, hanging baskets and more, 
available for purchase.

• May 16, 23 and 30 — Free youth 
vendor training, 4:15 p.m. to 5:45 
p.m. in the Homedale High School 

Ag building. Prospective vendors 
ages 8-18 will learn to prepare, 
market and manage their items at 
the market. Program registration, 
which is free, must be turned in by 
April 23.

• June 6 to Sept. 26 — The 
Farmer’s Market summer season 
runs every Thursday from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at Bette Uda City Park 
except for Aug. 8 when the market 
will set up at the Owyhee County 
Fair. Vendor fees are $50 for the 
season, $80 if paid after June 30. A 
daily vendor fee of 5 percent of sales 

is assessed at the end of the market 
day. A one-time vendor fee is $10 
plus 5 percent of sales.

• June 6 to Aug. 15 — “Cultivate,” 
the children’s nutrition program, will 
be held each Thursday from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

• Sept. 28 — Community yard 
sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Bette 
Uda City Park.

Visit the market’s website at www.
homedalefarmersmarket.com for 
details on becoming a vendor or any 
of the programs.

— TK
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√ Market: Spring plant sale scheduled for May
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Hop industry fi nds more room in Homedale
The proliferation of hops fi elds has trickled into Owyhee County. A worker ties guy wires off on a post during 

construction of hop posts in a fi eld on U.S. Highway 95 south of Homedale.

Springtime is tilling time
With the Owyhees as his backdrop, 

a farmer near Idaho highway 55 
and U.S. Highway 95 works his fi eld 
Friday morning in preparation for 
the coming season.
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Economics from the University of 
Idaho in 2005 then returned to work 
the family ranch. He worked part-
time for a while, eventually taking 
over management and working the 
ranch full-time in 2010.

The Bruces, with wife Alicia and 
sons Houston, Pace, and Jaxon, run 
a cow calf operation comprising 
about 450 head of cattle with a small 
feedlot. They raise most of their hay 
on about 300 acres of farm ground. 
They grow grass hay and alfalfa.

Their cattle spend about seven 
months on Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, state, and private land. The 
other fi ve months, the animals are 
pastured on crop residue and fed 
hay.

“We do business like everyone 
else up here,” Bruce said.

He said the fl ood irrigation system 
he installed provides a more effi cient 
method of watering for him because 
the operation typically runs out of 

water in July.
“In the last few years, we signed 

up with the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service to improve sage-
grouse habitat,” Bruce said.

Toward that end, Bruce and oth-
ers removedd approximately 1,500 
acres of juniper, cutting and piling 
the trees. The also burned the trees 
and seeded the burned areas.

“The amount of water and feed has 
tremendously increased,” he said. 
“We hope to continue these projects 
with more land in the future.”

Bruce acknowledges that all his 
work and accomplishments were 
group efforts.

“These projects would not have 
been possible without help from the 
NRCS,” he said. “Tate Walters, who 
is the head of the Marsing offi ce, 
has been of great assistance through 
planning and organizing these proj-
ects.”

Bruce, who is an Owyhee Cattle-
men’s Association board member, 

believes he was chosen as the OCD 
Conservationist of the Year because 
of the number of projects he has been 
able to do in a short period of time.

With humility, Bruce prefers to 
defer credit for the projects he’s ac-
complished to others, including Wal-
ters and the NRCS.

“I am glad they like the work we 
are doing, but I am thankful for the 
opportunities that they have provid-
ed for us,” he said. “They are help-
ing us become more effi cient and 
effective.”

Bruce said that his family intends 
to continue ranching in Jordan Val-
ley and hopes he can continue to re-
move more juniper trees to improve 
the range ground.

When looking to the future, he 
shows the heart and credo of a true 
conservationist.

“We are always looking for a way 
to become more effi cient and to con-
serve resources,” he said.

— TK

√ Conservation: Bruce worked with NRCS to 
install more effi cient fl ood irrigation system at ranch
From Page 3

Above: Josh Bruce moves a calf 
on his ranch. Submitted photo Left: 
He’s also active as an Owyhee Cat-
tlemen’s Association director.
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Features - Who’s who in Owyhee
County, Looking Back and coverage of the im-
pacts of events on people here.

advertisements for money-saving value.
Legal Notices for Homedale, Marsing, Bruneau, 
Grand View and Owyhee County
Also - Event calendar, menus, and more!

News - County, city, and school news,

agricultural issues, courts, county 
commissioners and more.

Sports - from Homedale, Marsing,
Rimrock, Jordan Valley and Adrian.

Events - Rodeo and fair coverage, 

In-depth coverage of everything in Owyhee Country

What you get in every issue

This one-time offer allows 
new readers to sample part 
of a history of community 
journalism dating back to 
1865, with the second-old-
est operating newspaper in 
Idaho and news of Owyhee 
County, for Owyhee County, 
every week.

No obligation to sub-
scribe. Subscriptions are 
$37.10 a year for in-county 
subscribers.

DIGITAL EDITION FOR SUBSCRIBERS!
www.theowyheeavalanche.com

*limited to Owyhee, Malheur and Canyon county residents.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY!
4 EDITION TRIAL OF 

The Owyhee Avalanche 

  FREE!*

Thi ti ff ll

 VOL.  34,  NO. 9 $1 
HOMEDALE, OWYHEE COUNTY, IDAHO 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2019

–– See Crimes, page 4A

–– See Sewer, page 12A

Chancey Baker

High honor, Pg. 2A: Rancher earns Pat Takasugi ag award

Record-setting, Pg. 5A: Bruneau auction has best year yet

Eagle Scouts, Pg. 16A: Grand View teens earn Scouting honor

State champion, Pg. 1B: Homedale’s Egusquiza captures gold
Get the news source of the Owyhees delivered 

directly to you each Wednesday

A community meeting is 

set Tuesday for voters to get 

information on the supplemental 

levy the Bruneau-Grand View 

School District is seeking in 

the March 12 election.

The community meeting will 

run from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

at Rimrock Jr.-Sr. High School, 

39678 Hwy. 78, in Bruneau.

Superintendent Ryan Cantrell 

and other administrators will 

be on hand to answer questions 

from district patrons about the 

proposed two-year, $800,000 

levy.
A simple majority of 50 

percent plus one will be 

necessary to pass the levy, 

which if approved would raise 

$400,000 each year through 

property taxes.
The district seeks to replace 

an expiring two-year, $1 

million ($500,000 each year) 

supplemental levy that was 

passed in 2017.
A reduction in the levy 

amount is attributed to the 

school district’s responsible 

budgeting, which led to an 

increased fund balance

The school district’s most 

recent  nancial audit showed a 

fund balance of $1.41 million, 

which represents approximately 

4½ to  ve months of operating 

expenses for the district. 

meeting 

to address 

proposed 
GV sewer 

needs 
repairs, 
upgrades 

Town may face 

bond election, 

grants, loans

Grand View’s sewer system 

dilemma may go beyond its 

leaky treatment lagoon.

Dick Dyer, who is helping 

engineer Mike Settell of 

Sustainable Resource Solutions 

develop a faci l i ty  plan, 

said there is about $85,000 

worth of repairs needed to 

the collection system around 

town. He said the total price 

tag for improvements to 

create a system with a 30-year 

lifespan could be more than 

$2 million.
Residents  and e lected 

of  cials learned more about 

the state of the sewer system 

and how repairs could be 

financed during a Feb. 19 

public meeting at City Hall.

S e t t e l l  s a i d  c i t i z e n s ’ 

comments and improvement 

ideas will be considered in the 

facility plan.
“We need those,” Settell 

said. “There may be something 

in there that you guys know 

locally that we don’t really 

Ten felonies in new 

case against 

Homedale man

A man accused of kidnapping 

a Homedale woman in December 

has been arraigned on 10 additional 

felony charges, including lewd 

conduct and sex abuse of a minor 

under the age of 16.

Chancey Lee Baker, 36, appeared 

before Third District Magistrate 

Judge Shane Darrington on 

Thursday morning in Murphy.

The Owyhee County Prosecuting 

Attorney’s Of  ce  led 21 counts 

against Baker, but Darrington 

found probable cause on 10 of 

the charges, Prosecuting Attorney 

Douglas D. Emery said.

A preliminary hearing has been 

set for March 11. Meanwhile, 

Darrington set bail on the new 

charges at $2 million. Baker has 

been in the Owyhee County Jail 

in Murphy on a $500,000 bond 

stemming from felonies related to 

the kidnapping accusation.

The new charges allege lewd 

conduct with (eight counts) and 

sex abuse of (two counts) a 10-

year-old boy this winter. 

According to court documents, 

Baker is accused of making 

inappropriate sexual contact as 

well as taking nude photographs 

and videos of the child.

Gary Eller entertained fourth-graders at Homedale Elementary on Thursday with his 

rousing renditions of “Take Us In,” “Aunt Viney,” “Banjo Nell,” among others. Eller also 

told stories of Idaho and Owyhee County during the 19th century.

Standing tall at harvest time
Zack Dygert of Guffey (left) and his foreman stand atop a semi-trailer load of corn during the harvest of a Grand 

View-area fi eld. Photo by Mandi Boren
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Serving Owyhee County
 

454-8508

*Offers vary by model and are subject to availability. Rebate and financing offers valid on select 2015-2019 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®, RANGER®, Sportsman®, GENERAL®, and
ACE® models purchased between 1/1/19 - 2/28/19, but availability of the offers and the offer terms may vary by State, so please see your local authorized dealer for complete details.
**Rates as low as 3.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at
a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of $12,699 is $374.87/mo. total
cost of borrowing of $796.27 with a total obligation of $13,495.27. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum
Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and
registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris' sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris® off-road vehicles can
be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years
old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid
excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before
riding on trails. ©2019 Polaris Industries Inc.

Stop by and see why we are the 
area's #1 Polaris Ranger dealer.
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Your Farm Tire 
HEADQUARTERS

24 HOUR ON THE FARM SERVICE 
OUR QUICK RESPONSE GETS YOU BACK IN THE FIELD

BIO TIRE
BALLAST

READY TO USE LIQUID
ELIMINATES RUST & CORROSION

USE WITH TUBES OR TUBELESS TIRESPIVOT TIRES 
ON SALE!

We have
TRACKS &
ATV TIRES

SAVE UP TO $125 PER TRELLEBORG FARM TIRE


